VERMILION COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING
Tuesday, November 18, 2025
200 S. College St. Danville, IL 61832
Conference Room
6:00 PM

Roll call of members:

Present: Carla Priest, Celeste Widolff, Sam Gross, Stevenson Harby, John Hart,
Steve Laker

Absent: Ricky Mahajan, Deanna Witzel, Phillip Jackson, Karen Broaders

Attendance by phone: Jane Cooney

With a verified quorum, President Carla Priest called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.

Approval of Agenda:

Approval of November 18, 2025, agenda

Approval of Agenda as Presented:

The President of the Board of Health Carla Priest then called for a motion to approve

the agenda.

Motion: Sam Gross
Second: Stevenson Harby

The motion was carried out unanimously as follows:

Carla Priest Yes
Celeste Widolff Yes
Sam Gross Yes
Stevenson Harby Yes
John Hart Yes
Jane Cooney Yes
Steve Laker Yes

Approval of minutes:
The President of the Board of Health Carla Priest called for a motion to approve the
minutes of October 21, 2025.

Motion: Carla Priest
Second: Stevenson Harby

The motion was carried out unanimously as follows:

Carla Priest Yes
Celeste Widolff Yes



Steve Laker Yes

Sam Gross Yes
Stevenson Harby Yes
John Hart Yes
Jane Cooney Yes

Audience Comments

None

Approval of Budget and Expenditure Report through October 2025.

Clayton Fauver, Administrative Services Director, stated that VCHD was in good
standing. Health Department and Solid Waste are both decent for next year.

The President of the Board of Health Carla Priest called for a motion to approve the
budget and expenditure reports through October 2025, and place on file.

Moaotion: Steve Laker
Second: Carla Priest

The motion was carried unanimously as follows:

Carla Priest Yes
Celeste Widolff Yes
Steve Laker Yes
Sam Gross Yes
Stevenson Harby Yes
John Hart Yes
Jane Cooney Yes

Election of 2026 Officers:

1. Carla Priest President
2. Celeste Widolff Vice President
3. John Hart Secretary

The President of the Board of Health Carla Priest called for a motion to approve the
officers for the year of 2026.

Motion: Stevenson Harby
Second: Sam Gross

The motion was carried unanimously as follows:

Carla Priest Yes
Celeste Widolff Yes
Steve Laker Yes



Sam Gross Yes

Stevenson Harby Yes
John Hart Yes
Jane Cooney Yes

Approval of the 2026 Board of Health Meeting Dates as listed on the agenda:

The President of the Board of Health Carla Priest called for a motion to approve the
meeting dates for 2026.

Motion: Celeste Widolff
Second: Carla Priest

The motion was carried unanimously as follows:

Carla Priest Yes
Celeste Widolff Yes
Steve laker Yes
Sam Gross Yes
Stevenson Harby Yes
John Hart Yes
Jane Cooney Yes

Approval of renewal of Dr. Rokosch contract.

The President of the Board of Health Carla Priest called for a motion to approve the
renewal of Dr. Rokosch contract for 2026.

Motion: Steve Laker
Second: Sam Gross

The motion was carried unanimously as follows:

Carla Priest Yes
Celeste Widolff Yes
Steve Laker Yes
Sam Gross Yes
Stevenson Harby Yes
John Hart Yes
Jane Cooney Yes

PHA Comments / Items of Information:

See attached: Steve Laker asked about the union negotiations and if they had
discussed the SIPA grant. According to Nancy Boose, Human Resources Direction,
this has not been discussed yet but they have a date set in the near future.



The next meeting will be Tuesday, January 20, 2026, at 6:00 PM at the Health
Department.

The President of the Board Carla Priest, asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting.

Motion: Carla Priest
Second: John Hart

The motion was carried unanimously.

Carla Priest Yes
Celeste Widolff Yes
Steve Laker Yes
Sam Gross Yes
Stevenson Harby Yes
John Hart Yes
Jane Cooney Yes

Respectfully
submitted,

Clayton Fauver
Recording Secretary,

‘

cretary, Board of Health
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Vermilion County Health Department

Public Health Physician Agreement

This document is to confirm an agreement between the Vermilion County Health Department
(VCHD) and Dr. Donald Karl Joseph Rokosch, M.D. Said physician is employed as a Public
Health Physician at the Sexually Transmitted Illness (STI) Clinic for the Vermilion County Health
Department, providing medical services in accordance with all Vermilion County Board of Health
policies and protocols as well as all applicable state and federal statutes, rules, regulations and
standards of care.

Minimum Requirements:

L.

IL.

Education:

A Requires completion of courses in an approved medical school or completion of courses
approved by the Educational Council for Foreign Medical Graduates supplemented by
one (1) year of internship or its equivalent; and,

B. Requires licensure as a physician in the State of Illinois pursuant to Illinois Compiled

Statues (ILCS) 225 ILCS 60/
Experience:

A Requires clinical experience within three years prior to employment by Vermilion County
Health Department in the practice of general or family practice medicine.

B. Specialization in infectious disease control, or other clinically appropriate specialty
preferred.

Objective:

The Public Health Physician is employed to function as a provider of direct medical care, ongoing
monitoring, and treatment of primary care clients at the Vermilion County Health Department's STI
clinic who present illnesses caused by infectious microorganisms, such as viruses or bacteria and

other conditions of public health concern such as but not limited to STI and HIV.

Job responsibilities:

Orders appropriate diagnostic tests.

Analyzes test results to create a viable treatment plan for patients and provide follow up care.
Provide treatment regiments that are tailored to a specific patient and population needs.
Follow current CDC treatment guidelines.

Refer patients for specialty care and consultation when needed.

Collaborates with Leadership and Nursing Team, in the planning, guidance and protocols for
the STI clinic.

Professional liability insurance:




The cost of professional general liability insurance coverage will be covered by the Vermilion
County Health Department at no cost to the Public Health Physician. The physician's oversight
and consultation duties are included under the general liability coverage written for Vermilion
County Health Department. The Public Health Physician is expected to ensure their personal
malpractice coverage is current at no cost to Vermilion County Health Department.

Compensation:

In consideration of the specific and general staffing requirements described above, the Public
Health Physician shall be compensated for the above services at a flat rate of $2,500.00 per
month for estimated 16 hours a month schedule; $156.24 per hour.

Terms of Employment:

This agreement requires the Public Health Physician to keep his licensure as a physician in the
State of [llinois pursuant to Illinois Compiled Statues (ILCS) 225 ILCS 60/ up to date at his own
expense. This agreement shall be effective for a period beginning anticipated January 01, 2026,
December 31, 2026, and will be subject to annual review and renewal. However, this agreement
may be terminated by either party to the agreement by the delivery of written notice of
termination at least 30 days prior to the effective date of termination.

Agreeing Parties:

Physician’s Signature Date
Public Health Administrator’s Signature Date
VCHD Address City State Zip

200 S. College Street, Suite A Danville IL 61832

Public Health Physician’s Illinois License Number




Public Health Administrator — Bullet-Point Summary for Agenda Packet
General Updates
* No major updates since the October BOH meeting.
» County has begun negotiations with IBEW on a new three-year contract.
o No major changes recommended. |

o Promotions will shift to a merit-based procéss rather than automatic
_-advancement.

"« WIC memo received: Congress allocated $8.2 billion for WIC for FY2026 (through
9/20/2026).

e With the government shutdown ended, IDHS will restore full SNAP benefits.
o All November benefits expected to be issued by Nov,“.?._Q.

o 1.9 million Ilinoisans rely on SNAP; 45% include children;44% include a
person with a disability, 37% include older adults.

Administrative Services Division
¢ Grants operating as normal.
+ SIPA bonuses to be distributed in this pay period.
Environmental Health Department
» ' Busy with food, sewage, and solid waste renewals.
¢ New inspeétor started Nov. 3; training in the food program.
+ Sharps Grant awarded again — more kiosk liners énd outreach planned.
e Awaiting updates on PaintCare (scheduled to launch Dec. 1).

e Planning with DACC and Dynamic to set dates for 2026 electronics recycling
events.

Community Health Services Division



wic

New Nutritionist hired (Oct. 6); in training.

Caseload at 97%, consistently above the 95% benchmark.

Watseka Clinic: 18 new participants and growing.

Hoopeston Clinic: full schedule.

Formula change to Similac begins Feb. 1; staff training required.
Halloween Event (Oct. 30): strong attendance and positive feedback.

WIC services continued without interruption during government shutdown.

State audit scheduled for Nov. 19.

Health Education

Hiring process underway for a new Health Educator; offer expected by week’s end.
Maintaining outreach with community partners.
SRAE presentations scheduled with schools.

DIS and new CD/IMM nurse presenting Choosing the Best for Middlefork/VASE;
more schools interested for next semester.

Communicable Disease / STI Clinic

STl clinic fully staffed and operating normally with consistent patient volume.



ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT
OF HUMAN SERVICES

) IDHS

1B Pritzker, Governor Dulce M. Quintero, Secretary
Memorandum
To: WIC Administrators & Coordinatirs
From: Stephanie Bess, M.S., R.D., LDN

Associate Director, Office of Family Wellness

Erin Novak, Esq., M.S.W, ¥ne be

Bureau Chief, Bureau of Family Nutrition/State WIC Director
Subject: End of Federal Shutdown

November 18, 2025

We are pleased the federal government shutdown ended on November 12, 2025. Your patience
and commitment to keeping the program open throughout the historic closure is truly
appreciated.

The bill passed by Congress provided $8.2 billion for the WIC program for federal fiscal year
2026 (through 9/30/2026) and protected the cash value benefit for fruits and vegetables,
ensuring families’ access to nutritious foods. With full funding, WIC is projected to serve 6.8
million women, infants, and children nationwide in 2026.

Thank you for your continued partnership. We look forward to another year of collaboration in
supporting our WIC families in lllinois.

CC: USDA
Regional Nutritionist Consultants
CHTC



