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Veterans Assistance Commission of
Vermilion County
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Financial Assistance Guidelines

I. Authority and Purpose

The Veterans Assistance Commission of Vermilion County (VAC) provides financial assistance in
accordance with the Military Veterans Assistance Act (330 ILCS 45/9), which states that the VAC
shall provide needed services to eligible veterans.

The mandatory function of the VAC is to provide interim financial assistance to:

e Eligible veterans
e Eligible surviving spouses
e Minor children of veterans who are not in the veteran’s custody

Financial assistance is provided based on eligible military service and verified financial needs.
Il. Eligibility Requirements
To qualify for financial assistance, an applicant must:

1. Be an honorably discharged or under honorable conditions discharged veteran of the
United States Armed Forces; or

2. Be the eligible surviving spouse of such veteran; or

3. Be a dependent minor child of such veteran (including children not in the veteran’s
custody).

Additionally, the applicant must:

e Be aresident of Vermilion County, Illinois for a minimum of six months and request
services provided within Vermilion County boundaries.

e Demonstrate financial need.

e Complete the VAC application in full and provide all required supporting documentation
and any additional information as deemed necessary by the Superintendent.

Failure to provide required documentation may result in denial of assistance.



I1l. Nature of Assistance

The Veterans Assistance Program is intended to provide interim financial assistance only. It is
not designed to function as an ongoing or long-term financial support program.

Assistance may only be approved for basic living expenses, including:

e Food

e Shelter

o Utilities (electric, gas, water, etc.)

e Personal necessities

e Emergency Transportation

e Independent living expenses (appliances once per lifetime)

e Medical and Health Assistance

e Burial and Memorial Assistance

e Vehicle Repairs (only if value of vehicle is at least 3x cost of repair)

Veterans’ assistance:

e Is never provided in cash.

e Is never provided in gift cards.

e Is paid directly to the landlord, mortgage holder, utility company, vendor, or service
provider to whom payment is owed.

e Will only be granted for services provided within Vermilion County and to a veteran
residing within Vermilion County for a minimum of 6 months.

The following items are never covered by the VAC:

e Gasoline

e Security Deposits

e Insurance

e Car Payments

e Telephone Bills

e First Month’s Rent

e Home Finding Fees

e Non-Essential Home Repairs

IV. Financial Limits and Approval Authority
The Superintendent of the Veterans Assistance Commission is authorized to:
e Independently approve financial assistance up to $2,000 per veteran, per calendar year.

Any request exceeding $2,000 per veteran per year:



Must be presented to the full Board of the Veterans Assistance Commission.
Requires consideration and approval by a majority vote of the Board.

The VAC reserves the right to:

Limit the amount of assistance based on available funding.

Deny assistance if eligibility requirements are not met.

Require participation in budgeting, referral programs, or other supportive services as a
condition of assistance.

V. Application Review Process
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Applicant submits completed application and required documentation.

VAC staff verifies eligibility and financial need.

Superintendent reviews the request.

If within approval authority, the Superintendent may approve or deny the request.

If exceeding approval authority, the request is submitted to the Board for review and
vote at the next scheduled meeting.

Applicant is notified in writing of the decision.

If Applicant is denied, they can file an appeal within 30 days to the Executive Committee
of the Board.

All decisions are based on written standards approved by the Veterans Assistance Commission.

VI. Program Limitations

Assistance is contingent upon available funding.

The VAC is not responsible for debts incurred prior to application unless deemed an
emergency.

Assistance may be denied in cases of fraud, misrepresentation, or failure to comply with
VAC requirements.

This program does not create an entitlement to benefits beyond those authorized by
statute and VAC policy.

VII. Non-Discrimination

The Veterans Assistance Commission of Vermilion County provides services in accordance with
applicable federal and state laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion,
sex, national origin, sexual orientation, disability, or other protected status.



