*** elections.il.gov

PRESS RELEASE TEMPLATE

Street Address
Street Address 2
City, State, Zip Code
Phone Number

[DATE]
[ELECTION OFFICE] Recognizes Help America Vote Day to Inspire Civic Engagement Throughout 2026

First recognized by the U.S. Election Assistance Commission in 2022, the day aims to raise awareness about
the importance of poll workers and inspire more Americans to play a role in the electoral process. [City, State]
— As the 2026 election season begins, the [Election Office] is recognizing Help America Vote Day on January 27,
2026. Help America Vote Day aims to inspire greater civic engagement and volunteerism, and help ensure
safe, secure, accurate, and accessible elections in [state/county] in 2026 and beyond. This is also an
opportunity to share election and voting information from trusted sources like [Election Office]. This day of
action is meant to assist election judge recruitment efforts in communities across the country. [Jurisdiction] is
actively recruiting election judges for the upcoming March 17, 2026, General Primary Election and beyond.

Election Judges’ duties include setting up and preparing polling locations, including setting up voting
equipment, signing in and processing voters, demonstrating voting procedures, assisting voters, closing the
polls, canvassing, and reporting election results back to the counting center at the end of the night.

To be an Election Judge in lllinois, you must meet the following requirements:

e Bea US Citizen

e Be able to speak, read and write the English language

e Reside in the precinct where selected to serve as a judge
¢ Not be a candidate for any office in the election

e Not be a sex offender

If you are 17 years old, you may be eligible to serve if you are a junior or senior in good standing with a GPA of
at least 3.0.

Election Judges will be selected and trained by the local election authority and will receive compensation for
their work on Election Day.



For more information on becoming an Election Judge or to sign up, please contact [insert contact information
here.]
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