Vermilion County, lllinois
Resolution No. /% -
Resolution Approving Vegetation and Landscape Management Plan for Vermilion Solar 3,LLC

WHEREAS, Vermilion Solar 3, LLC was approved for the construction and operation for a Commercial Solar
Energy Facility pursuant to Ordinance {“Ordinance”);

WHEREAS, the Ordinance approving the Commercial Solar Energy Facility included conditions requiring a
Vegetation and Landscape Management Plan to be approved by the County Board;

WHEREAS, the developer has provided the attached Exhibit A, as its Vegetation and Landscape
Management Plan;

WHEREAS, the Vegetation and Landscape Management Plan was prepared by Pivat Energy, and is dated
August of 2024; and

WHEREAS, the County has reviewed and approves the Vegetation and Landscape Management Plan.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Executive/Legislative Committee of the Vermilion County
Board that the attached Vegetation and Landscape Management Plan (Ex. A} is approved, and the Project
shall materially comply with the stated requirements therein.

PRESENTED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED by the Executive/Legislative Committee of the County Board of

Vermilion County, lllinois this July , 2025,
A vV
rd — )

PRESENT Q’in AYES rQL\ NAYS \ ABSTAIN_ [
Chair, Executive/Legislative Committee

ATTEST:

et Wi Loy 1)

Clerk of the County Board '
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The purpose of this plan is to provide 2 comprehensive vegetation management plan cansistent
with the requirements ocutlined by Vermifion County's ordinapce This plan will show that the
Applicant is maraging the project site (Site} consistent with the goals of the Pollfinator-Friendly
Solar Site Act, detailing the type of vegetative ground cover to be planted. sstablished, and
maintained for the iife of the Project. Further. the plan will detail adherence to the IONR guidelines
ensuring appropriste vegetation management and short-term and long-term  property
management nractices that provide and maintain nativa snd non Ievasive naturatived perenniat
vegetation to protect the heaith and well-being of pollinators

Many of our prajects across the state and country exist in agricultural communities. Solar is considered a
narmonious use and a 'ow-impact neighbor since it does not create discernible traffic, naise, or pollution
and will provide poliinator-friendly habitat underneath the array. in addition. our sites are kept clean
and neat Much of the Project will be pervious matevials, to allow for adequate drainage of the Site. The
existing surface water drainage and subsurface drainage system will retain existing drainage patterns
The Applicant will restore any conservation practices damages by construction To their pre-construction
condition and care will be taken tc maintain the existing practices to preserve erosion centroi flood

a8 B | \ b b i "8 | THAY A ) .

Vermllion Solar 3 LLL {Project) is located an approximately 28,3 acres of land Iocated east of the
intersection batween State Route 9 and North 1830 E Rd in Hoopeston, Vermilion County,
Minais.

GPS coordinates for the praiect site: 40°27'34 34™N, B7°36'2.00"W

The proposed Project is & 5.00 Megawatt alternating current (AC) system composed of
approximately 11,520 solar ohotovoltaic {PVi modules and forty (40) 125 kilowatt 3 phase
string inverters, The solsr modules are mounted on a singie-axis tracker {SAT} racking system,
which utilizes dviven posts or augured screws for foundations. The array is monitored by a utility
owned supervisory control and data acquisition (SCADA) system, which allows remote
monitoring and control. All equipment will be located within the faotprint of the fenced area,

enciosed with agricultural style sacurity fencing and accessed via the proposed entrance from
State Route § The property s currently cropland.

centrol, and water guality,

frior to construction, mechanical means to tontrol cunoff will be used such as straw bales, anchared
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nelting, sit fences or berms (if necessary) Typically, we propose silt fepces be installed within areas of
the parcel nerimeter th manage drainage and srosion that mav arews dur ing rorstruction Vhe natural
vagetation will remain intact in between and underneath the solar eguipment Uppn construction
completion, Pivet Energy {Pivot! will seed the Site with native grass seed mix approved by the County
sndijor the Incal jurisdiction The ise of native vegetation and/or pollinator friandly seed mives supports
the habitat of bees, butterfiies, wasps, flles. beetles, and ather pollinator species neadnd for agricityes
The seed mix chosen will be native and local to the Illinois environment, which naturally aliows the Site
to be resillent te droughts and intense downpours. Native grasses and deep roots are more efficient
than turf grass at ahsorbing cun-off and are designed to better manage storm wates runoff Additionally
planting diverse mixes of netive plants will prevent soif and nutrients from washing away end improves
water quaiity and prevents soil loss Further details of proposed vegetation implementatior and
adherence to the IDNR guidelines are described in the following sections of this plan.

During construction, grading may be required as a part of site preparaticn o accommodate the
installation of the solar array components, K is Pivot's strong preference to eliminate or minimize the
need for grading wherever possible. Regardless of site size or location. Pivot requires dose coordination
between enginsers, equipment suppiies, and construction partners to create a holistic design that
results in the least possible topsoil disturbance. in the event grading is required for site preparatton,
Pivot specifies that construction partners must stockpite all removed topsoil to be used for
redistribution on site after all cut and fill activities are completed

U M P VN 1M M N ANTY M AN AL MEAT T AN

Pivot will engage with a local ecologist consuitant to identify all invasive species and appropriate sepd
mixes for the Site, Invasive species will preferably be removed either by hand or by grazing, in the event
an herbicide needs ro be utilized, it must ha approved by Pivot Blvot will plant an appraved native seed
mix once the finished grade is complete. As per Vermilion County Ordinance, the Applicant will oravent
Palmer Amaranthus. and Conyza weed species. In areas that are disturbed or where the seed does not
germinate following planting. the Applicant will reseed with an approved seed mix. Pivot conducts
regular vegetation management several times per year and as needed during the growing saason. This
mitigates shade on soiar modules and maintains a clean and orderly Site. On previcus solar jobsites, the
Applicant has used 2 combinatlon of seed mix. straw mats, mechanical mowing, livestock grazing and
other jandscaping maasures to maintaln 2 dean. arderly. and noxious-weed-frae Site. I the pollinator
site doesn't take, the property will be mowed or grazed to = helght of 12 inches or less

The Applicant will abide by ali llinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR} guidelines and proposes
short-term and long-term progerty management practices that maintain native and nan native invasive
naturalized perennial vegetation, further described In Section 5 below

Preferred method will be hydinseed or drifl seeding and hydromuiching. If reouired, nutrient
supplementatior will ke place to ensure the successful establishment of permanent ground
cover Permanent seeding shall occur between December 1 and May 1 o between August 1 and
september 1, as determined by tonstruction scheduling or as recommended by a vegetatior
specialist
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Yemporary seeding area:, which will be ready for stabllization afte; May 1 and before August 1,
shat! be seeded with Millet o1 Sorghum at the rate of 40 paunds par acre with the amount of
Tertliver as spacified hy 4 vegetarior speciatist The regqui-ement Lo plant temporary seeding doer
not eliminate the requirement to plant permanent seading. Straw mulch i+ not requira’ for
temporary seeding.  The temporary seed mix will be determined per site specific conditios and
sgag vailablity privr to corsiryction commencament,

16 eansist aof native, drought tolecant low growth grasses and flowering piants. Prefererce will be
given to a sead mix that car wuppor? pallinatars and grazing ammalg sinh a¢ cheap Final wepd miv
wil' be determired before glanting by 3 qualified vegetation specialist The final seed mir will
consist of 3 combination of the following perennial plant types in percentages confirmed by o
qualified ecological consuttant
Orehard, Reome and Bye Gracces

*  Clovers

*  Early Seasov flowanng native varietals

¢ Mid Season flowering native varistals

e Late Seasan flawecing native variatais

i Pivot with contract with 2 local vegetation management provider with a minimum threa (3] yeat
initial term with automatic one (1) year extensicns up to seven {7} years The primary method
aof vegetation management may be either via sheep grazing or mechanicai mowing per fina
allowances in the Siting Permit

Il Vegetation management in year one will employ pollinator best practices to ensure prapes seed
mix establishment

3. Mechanical mowing and/or grazing activities wil target a height of 10" or greater during
the first growing season

b. Hand removal or spot herblade treatments may be used to control weed growth on
Site. Herbicide treatments shall be reviewed and appraved by Pivat prior to appiication.

€. Spot seeding may be required to ensure proper seed mix astablishment

W Vegetation management beyond year one will amploy the following poflinatar best practices to
ensure ongoing plant establishment.

a. A combination of spot herbicide treatments, mechanical mowing, and livestock grazing
will be used tc maintain the site vegetaticn

b, Haying mav be used every cne to three years to remove thatch bulldup and this
method will be deployed only after the vegetative height has reached & or greater in a
given season. Haying will impact 50% ar less of the site in any givan instance
Pivat will prepare 3 site-specific livestock grazing plan with a locai provider prior to the
commencement of construction activities The plan will include the overall vegetation
management goals. the type and aumber of livestock grazing the site, general tming
and durations of grazing dispatches, and other details as requirec per site conditions.
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d. Additicnal spot seeding may be compieted throughait the fifs of the snlar artay, ta he
determined on an as-needed hasis by Bivet

Pivgt will take the fillowing actions to manage weeds and keep a tidv project site

v,

v

Vi

vil,

wiil

VI

Vil

Eradicate invasive species hefore any ground disturbing activity hegins with the assistance of the
County and a local ecologist consultant. Eradication wifl take place before construction bagins.
Ensure that all equipment and persons leaving the parcel are free of weed seeds or other plant
seads. The Applicant will clean seeds from tires, tracks and all other parts of machinery and
parsons.

The hydroseed or hydromulch Is 2 drought tolerant native grass and pollinator friendly seed mix
in the early spring or early fall The final seed mix will be determined by an approved
prafessional knowledgeable with re-vagetation means and methads

Mow ar graze the Project area 3 minimum of once per year, at a cut height of 1o less than six
Inches 1t is fikely that mowing or grazing may need to take place twice or more during the
Rrowing season to manage vegetation.

Since weed seeds remain viable in the soil for a number of years, site and weed management is
2 lang-term process Treated areas will be monitorad anpually and re-treated if necessary, using
typical weed management practices and procedures.

Mow or graze project area 2-8 times a yaar to a cut height of approximately 6 inches

walk the site and remove any accumulated debris on sither side of the fence line and property
dispose No burning of trash will be allowed,

inspect and re-seed any bare graund with permanent seeding.

inspect ferce and repair as needed.

Inspect all-weather access road and repair as needed.

Inspect Site for any visible erosion. Remove transported sedimsnt and implement necessary
erasion cortrol measures to minimirs future maintenance issues.

inspect solar photovoltaic modules, racking, and balance of system; notify Pivot af repairs or
replacements as neaded, to be completed by qualified solar array technicians.

inspect drainage and water management systems (e g.. culverts, ditches, atc.) répair as needed

Control the spread of invasive species in all areas of the property Make ever, attempt to keep
any noxious weed:s from leaving the sites by employing proper contain and cantral procedures
This can include mowing, trimming, removing, and spraving on an as-needed basis Herbicides
must be appeoved by Pivot Asset Management prior to application,

vermilion Solar 3 1C will awn. operate, and maintain the sola; project The (perations anc
Maintenance (O&M) team outlinea below will oe the prime points of contact for the solar project
unce constiucted.
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| Primary O&M [ Angeia Rurke, Dirator, 1%M | (888) 7343033 | aburke@pwotenergy ne:
s T 2 (... SR |- ] S

Secondary O&M | KwasiLes Manager, D&M | (888 734-3033 | Kee@piotenermy.net
Contact | Fot 3 T
Tertlary Q&M Nate Zirlen, Operational Asset | (888) 734-3033 | nzirlen@pr rev.ne! |
Contact Manage:, O&M - , Ext. 1

The project’s Primary O&M Contact and Secongary O&M Contact wil! he pesponsitle for
averseeing compliance of the Projact. Their duties include ensuring that the measures in this
olan ace complied wath, all agencies and appropriate stakeholders {including but not limited to
Rmergency responsa unifs, ulility solac Q&M technicians, and project owner) are property
notified in the event notification is required, and that all required plans and reports ars
prepared and submitted in a timel manner
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