
 

 

Special Executive/Legislation Committee 
Wednesday April 9, 2025 
Joseph G. Cannon Building, 2nd Floor, 5:00 PM 

M I N U T E S 
Agenda Item 1 - Call to Order and Roll Call 
Chairman Steve Miller called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM.  Upon the call of roll, the following members were 
present:  Steve Miller, Vice Chairman Tim McFadden, Jerry Hawker, Mark Steinbaugh, Lon Henderson and Nancy 
O’Kane. Britny Hoag, Jim McMahon, and Greg Shepard were excused. 6 Present 3 Absent. Also attending the 
meeting were: (via telephone) Andrew Key- Heyl, Royster, Voelker, & Allen, P.C., Nate Byram - Vermilion County 
Supervisor of Assessments, and Jennifer Jenkins - County Board Office Manager.  
 
Agenda Item 2 - Adoption/Amendment to the Agenda 
Motion by Steinbaugh, seconded by Henderson to approve the agenda. Motion passed by acclamation. 
 
Agenda Item 3 - Approval of Minutes from January 9, 2025 
Steinbaugh moved, seconded by O’Kane, to approve the January 9, 2025 minutes. Motion passed by acclamation. 
 
Agenda Item 4 - Audience Comments 
Byram indicated that he had a concern with the solar ordinance and how it is being followed, or possibly not 
followed. He explained that it is his understanding that the ordinance may have been passed after one or more of 
the existing wind/solar farms had already been under construction. Therefore, they may not have known their 
obligation under the ordinance. Specifically, the Ameresco solar farm that is located at the old General Motors 
property. He further explained that they have this property on the books at 2 megawatts. The way these 
properties are assessed is by the megawatts.  The State has a formula and for example, in 2024 it was $218,000 fair 
market value per megawatt. On this vendors website it states it is actually 2.65 megawatt. Furthermore, once 
completed it will be 3.5. That would result in a difference of around $300,000. He went on to explain that the 
County ordinance requires them to file an annual report on the solar farm and that has not been done on any of 
the 3 existing farms that are currently operating in the County. Byram has completed a FOIA with the Illinois 
Department of Agriculture that regulates the solar farms. There was nothing in their records stating the megawatts 
for these farms. Keyt advised that the annual reporting is in the County ordinance however, these facilities was 
before he became involved. He also added that these could be regulated by a city’s ordinance, not county. It would 
of course, still be taxed however, the particular city’s ordinance would apply to that when it comes to an annual 
report. We could however work with them to see that we could properly assess them.  
 
Agenda Item 5 – Discussion and Possible Action on Siting Permit Application of Pivot Energy IL 6 LLC to 
Construct and Operate a Commercial Solar Energy Facility Approximating 14.9 Acres and 3.375-
Megawatts, Generally Located at the Intersection of County Road 750 N and Catlin Indianola Road in 
Vermilion County in Carroll Township. The Wind and Solar Committee Previously Heard Evidence 
Related to the Totality of the Petition on November 22, 2024. On January 14, 2025, the Vermilion 
County Remanded this Petition to the Wind and Solar Committee for Further Evidence on Specific 
Issues. The Wind & Solar Committee Heard Further Evidence Regarding Safety Impacts Related to 
Nearby Mine Shaft and Water Aquifers on 3/17/2025 
Keyt informed the committee that this project that went before the County Board at the beginning of the year. The 
County Board had concerns about a coal mine either adjacent or on the property. Therefore, the County Board 
sent it back to the Wind/Solar committee for further information specifically to the safety issues regarding the coal 
mine and aquifers. Whenever it goes back to a committee it is strictly for those specific issues. The developer 
brought a written report. This is within the findings and facts report. It is on page 11 of 14. The developer had two 
experts come and testified that, in their opinion, there were no safety issues with the mine shafts. There is a mine 
shaft located on the adjacent property and also a mine shaft on the parcel that was abandoned back in the 1940’s. 
The experts advised that if there were a subsidence that were to occur, it would have already happened. Keyt also 
added that the wind/solar company will have to get mine insurance according to the county ordinance.  
Motion by Henderson, second by Steinbaugh to approve the siting permit as a recommendation to the full County 
Board.  Upon the roll of call the following voted yes to wit; McFadden, Hawker, Steinbaugh, Henderson, and 
O’Kane. Miller abstained. 5 yes 1 abstention 3 absent.   
 



 

 

Agenda Item 6 – Discussion and Possible Action on Siting Permit Application of 4200 North Solar 1 LLC to 
Construct and Operate a Commercial Solar Energy Facility Appoximating 17.53 Acres and 3.0-
Megawatts, Generally Located on E 4200 North Road in Vermilion County in Butler Township 
Keyt explained that this is a 3 megawatt project that is located in Butler township. The least parcel is around 72 
acres. The developer provided a comprehensive overview of their project. There were not any concerns that were 
noted by the committee. Keyt explained that there weren’t any special conditions noted by the committee. The 
committee did recommend approval subject to conditions for the project. The conditions themselves are generally 
standard as with other projects. Their vegetation screening and management plan will have to go back to the 
County Board for approval prior to getting a building permit. Their decommissioning and security they were 
agreeable to a 3% escalator related for each year. There were no specific issues other than two. The first being 
condition #25 regarding a gas line that kind of cuts across the property. The project itself does not encroach into 
the gas line easement area. The wind/solar committee wanted to do is before they get a building permit they 
would have to provide the application including the site plan to the natural gas pipeline owner to determine if 
special construction is necessary. So before getting a building permit they would need a sign off from the natural 
gas pipeline owner. Motion by Henderson, second by Steinbaugh to approve the siting permit for recommendation 
to the County Board. Upon the roll of call the following voted yes to wit; Miller, McFadden, Hawker, Steinbaugh, 
Henderson, and O’Kane. 6 yes 3 absent.   
 
Agenda Item 7 – Resolution RE: Township Consolidation Opposition 
Miller advised the committee that this was brought on to the agenda by request of County Board 
member, Joe Eakle. He further explained that there is currently some legislative activity going on in 
Springfield regarding the consolidation of townships. Miller’s concern is the impact this could have on 
the County. This would be very costly. Steinbaugh advised that he has read that one of the bills had a 
number involved with townships with less than 5000 in population.  Miller advised he was thinking there 
were probably for that this would include. Grant, Newell, Danville, and Georgetown. He also added that 
this would be a tremendous task for our Highway Department to take on these townships.  
Motion by Hawker, second by O’Kane to approve the resolution. Upon the roll of call the following voted yes to 
wit; Miller, McFadden, Hawker, Steinbaugh, Henderson, and O’Kane. 6 yes 3 absent.   
 
Agenda Item 8 – Executive Session 
None needed 
 
Agenda Item 9 - Items of Information  
Miller advised that the blighted structure agreement already went to the Finance committee after the actual 
agreement was completed. These funds will be paid out of ARPA expenses. He will also advise the full County 
Board of this. Hawker also advised that we are not handing money over but allowing them to provide the expenses 
to the Financial Director.  
 
Agenda Item 10- Adjournment  
Motion by Steinbaugh, seconded by Hawker to adjourn the meeting. Meeting adjourned at 5:56 P.M.  
 
 

Minutes by: Jennifer Jenkins, County Board Office Manager 


