Special Executive/Legislation Committee
Thursday January 9, 2025
Joseph G. Cannon Building, 2" Floor, 5:00 PM

MINUTES
Agenda Item 1 - Call to Order and Roll Call
Chairman Steve Miller called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM. Upon the call of roll, the following members were
present: Steve Miller, Vice Chairman Tim McFadden, Jerry Hawker, Mark Steinbaugh, and Greg Shepard. Lon
Henderson, Britny Hoag, Jim McMahon, and Nancy O’Kane were excused. 5 Present 4 Absent. Also attending the
meeting were: Andrew Key- Heyl, Royster, Voelker, & Allen, P.C., Matthew Long- Vermilion County Recorder, and
Jennifer Jenkins - County Board Office Manager.

Agenda Item 2 - Adoption/Amendment to the Agenda
Motion by Steinbaugh, seconded by Hawker to approve the agenda. Motion passed by acclamation.

Agenda Item 3 - Approval of Minutes from October 3, 2024
Steinbaugh moved, seconded by McFadden, to approve the October 3, 2024 minutes. Motion passed by
acclamation.

Agenda Item 4 - Audience Comments
None

Agenda Item 5 — Consider, discuss and vote on Ordinance approving Siting Application of Vermilion Solar 3, LLC
consisting of a 5 MW (AC) Commercial Solar Energy Facility, approximating 28.3 acres located east of the
intersection between State Route 9 and N 1830 E Road, Vermilion County, IL

=  Documents: (1) Ordinance Vermilion Solar 3 LLC, (2) Exhibit A — Findings of Fact with

Recommended Conditions — Vermilion County 3

Keyt informed the committee that they are viewing the Ordinance for a 5 megawatt solar farm 2.5 miles East of
Hoopeston on State RT. 9. The Wind/Solar Farm subcommittee met on November 22, 2024 and voted unanimously
on this agenda item to approve it. Keyt did not recall any objectors that came to that subcommittee/public hearing
meeting. The project has proposed grazing at the site with sheep to keep the weeds down. There are a couple of
developers that are proposing that throughout the state. There were some questions from the Ag and Solar
committee regarding the maintenance of the sheep and where the come from. He advised that essentially there is
a sheep herder that comes in with the sheep. The sheep are not there full time. Keyt also advised that one of the
conditions that the committee recommended was that if the County Board were to approve this then they would
include a condition that they have a livestock management plan that is compliant with the University of Illinois.
The U of | currently does practices for livestock management. Hawker advised that the Illinois Department of
Agriculture has recently, in the last few year, been strict with the movement of livestock. You have to have a
permit number when moving them. He suggests we also add that they are compliant with the lllinois Department
of Agriculture. Keyt advised that it is stated that they have to comply with all Federal, State, and Local regulations.
Keyt advised that Hoopeston does have their own zoning code for solar that extends out to 1.5 mile beyond its
borders. This one is another mile outside of that so it falls within the County jurisdiction. Hawker advised that he
has attended several City of Danville meetings in which the City Council rejected here recently. One half was zoned
correctly and the other half they had to change. They wouldn’t change their zoning and they indicated that it was
up to the County. Keyt explained that he has spoken to the City of Danville regarding a few of these projects that
are located literally right on the edge of the City. Keyt explained that the City, last he discussed with them, had not
extended their zoning jurisdiction beyond the corporate boundary. Which is 1.5 miles. In an unzoned County, such
as Vermilion County, the municipality has the ability to zone within 1.5 miles.
Motion by Hawker, second by Shepard to approve the Ordinance Upon the roll of call the following voted yes to
wit; Miller, McFadden, Hawker, Steinbaugh, and Shepard. 5 yes 4 absent.

Agenda Item 6 — Consider, discuss and vote on Ordinance approving Siting Application of Pivot Energy IL 6, LLC
consisting of a 3.375 MW (AC) Commercial Solar Energy Facility, approximating 18.82 acres located at the
intersection of County Road 750 N and Catlin-Indianola Road, Vermilion County, IL

=  Documents: (1) Ordinance Pivot Energy IL 6 LLC, (2) Exhibit A — Findings of Fact with
Recommended Conditions — Pivot Energy IL 6




Keyt explained that this is a similar project. This is the same developer as the previous. This is further South.

This is 3 miles West of Georgetown. It is less megawattage than the previous. The conditions are almost identical
as the previous agenda item. There landowners were present at this hearing and Keyt does not recall any
objectors. County Board member, Henderson was also present at the hearings. Keyt explained that the Wind/Solar
subcommittee does a very thorough job throughout these hearings by being very involved and asking a lot of
questions. The difference on this one is that there are more County roads involved. This project will require a road
use agreement due to the County roads involved. This project can not move forward without a road use
agreement in place. Hawker asked if there were any Township roads involved and Keyt advised that there is not
and if there were then they would need both County and Township road use agreements. The developers would
need to produce routes that they will utilize for the project, truck weights, axle weights, and how far spaced are
the axles on the trucks, and what kind of equipment will you be hauling. The Wind/Solar subcommittee work with
the County Highway Engineer, Greenwell for these types of road use agreements. Hawker asked about the proper
advertisement for the Wind/Solar Farm Subcommittee meetings. Keyt advised that at least two weeks prior the
developer has to send notices out to adjacent property owners. They also must publish in the newspaper. Keyt
advised that if the County wanted to they could add a provision in the ordinance to where the developer had to
hold some sort of community town hall or sorts. At least 30 or 60 days in advance. Hawker advised Westville
residents attended the first one in Westville. Keyt added that most developers do this on their own anyone to
make sure they address any citizens concerns before they get to a public hearing. Miller advised we could even
announce any of the town hall meeting during County Board to ensure citizens and board members are aware.
Motion by Steinbaugh, second by McFadden to approve the Ordinance Upon the roll of call the following voted yes
to wit; McFadden, Hawker, Steinbaugh, and Shepard. Miller abstained due to conflict of interest 4 yes 1 abstention
4 absent.

Agenda Item 7 — Consider, discuss and vote on Vegetation Management Plan related to CVE

Ridge Farm Commercial Solar Energy Facility

e Documents: (1) Resolution Approving Maintenance and Monitoring Plan .. . CVE US IL Ridge

Farm, (2) Ridge Farm Maintenance and Monitoring 2024-1017

Keyt explained that the Board approvals in the past stated that the developer had to get a vegetation plan for
presentation to the County Board. Keyt went through the fine print and both this one and the following agenda
items are similar. They are both pollinator friendly. They also address mowing and maintenance of weeds.
Steinbaugh stated that what he is understanding is that this does not need to be Federally Compliant in the fine
print. Meaning it should not say within the document that it must be USDA compliant. Motion by Hawker to
approve with the recommendation from Steinbaugh , second by Shepard to approve the Management Plan. Upon
the roll of call the following voted yes to wit; McFadden, Hawker, Steinbaugh, and Shepard. Miller abstained from
the vote due to conflict of interest 4 yes 1 abstention 4 absent.

Agenda Item 8 — Consider, discuss and vote on Vegetation Management Plan related to Nexamp

_ Ridge Farm Commercial Solar Energy Facility

Documents: (1) Resolution Approving Vegetation Plan for Nexamp-Ridge Farm Road, (2) Ridge Farms Vegetation
Management Plan 12.16.24

Vice-Chairman McFadden moved forward with the presentation of agenda item 8 due to Miller’s abstention.
Motion by Hawker to approve with the recommendation from Steinbaugh, second by Shepard to approve the
Management Plan. Upon the roll of call the following voted yes to wit; McFadden, Hawker, Steinbaugh, and
Shepard. Miller abstained from the vote due to conflict of interest 4 yes 1 abstention 4 absent.

Agenda Item 9 — Consider, discuss and vote on Road Use Agreement related to Nexamp Ridge

Farm Commercial Solar Energy Facility
Documents: (1) Resolution Approving Road Use Agreement for Nexamp-Ridge Farm Road, (2) Vermilion County —
RUA — Ridge Farm Renewables
Keyt advised that this is the first project in the County with a Road Use Agreement. The others were not subject to
a Road Use Agreement. This project has been discussed several times between Keyt and Highway Engineer,
Greenwell. This project has a number of roads that will be impacted. This project has a very small section of County
road involved. Such as a matter of feet. There are multiple protections in this agreement such as repair of roads
with any damage or pay the County the cost of the repair. If there are any problems that come up it would more
than likely be shoulder repair. If there is an overweight vehicle, Keyt and Greenwell are working on this permit.
They must have financial insurance. Motion by Hawker, second by McFadden to approve the Road Use Agreement.




Upon the roll of call the following voted yes to wit; McFadden, Hawker, Steinbaugh, and Shepard. Miller abstained
from the vote due to conflict of interest 4 yes 1 abstention 4 absent.

Agenda Item 10 — Executive Session
None needed

Agenda Item 11 - Items of Information
Miller advised that Keyt will be present for the upcoming County Board meeting on January 14,

Agenda Item 12- Adjournment
Motion by McFadden, seconded by Hawker to adjourn the meeting. Meeting adjourned at 6:41 P.M.

Minutes by: Jennifer Jenkins, County Board Office Manager



