Special Executive & Legislation Committee
Monday August 4, 2025
5:30 PM, 2nd Floor, Joseph G Cannon Building

10.

11.

12.

AGENDA

Call to Order and Roll Call

Adoption/Amendments to the Agenda

Approval of Minutes — May 22, 2025

Audience Comments

Discussion- Danville Public Building Commission Lease

Resolution — Vermilion County Health Insurance

Consider, discuss and vote on Landscape Management Plan of CVE US IL Ridge Farm 324

Consider, discuss and vote on Vegetation and Landscape Management Plan of Vermilion Solar 3

Consider, discuss and vote on text amendment proposal and to hold public hearing for same

Executive Sessions:

A.

B.

Pursuant to lllinois Open Meetings Act 5 ILCS 120/2.06

To determine whether or not to release minutes from executive sessions of the County Board.

Pursuant to lllinois Open Meetings Act 5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (1)

the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the
public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee to determine its validity.
Pursuant to lllinois Open Meetings Act 5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (2) Collective negotiating matters between the public
body and its employees or their representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more
classes of employees.

Pursuant to Open Meetings Act 5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (6) the setting of a price for sale or lease of property owned by
the public body.

Pursuant to lllinois Open Meetings Act 5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (11) Litigation, when an action against, affecting or on
behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal, or
when the public body finds that an action is probable or imminent, in which case the basis for the finding shall be
recorded and entered into the minutes of the closed meeting

Items of Information

Adjournment



Executive/Legislation Committee
Thursday May 22, 2025
Joseph G. Cannon Building, 2™ Floor, 5:00 PM

MINUTES
Agenda Item 1 - Call to Order and Roll Call
Chairman Steve Miller called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM. Upon the call of roll, the following members were
present: Steve Miller, Tim McFadden, Jerry Hawker, Mark Steinbaugh, Greg Shepard, and Nancy O’Kane. Lon
Henderson, Britny Hoag, and Jim McMahon were excused. 6 Present 3 Absent. Also attending the meeting were:
(via telephone) Andrew Key- Heyl, Royster, Voelker, & Allen, P.C., and Jennifer Jenkins - County Board Office
Manager.

Agenda ftem 2 - Adoption/Amendment to the Agenda
Motion by Steinbaugh, seconded by Shepard to approve the agenda. Moth{u passed by acclamation.
PR
Agenda Item 3 - Approval of Minutes from April 9, 2025 L §E;,‘
O’Kane moved, seconded by Hawker, to approve the April 9, 202 L t%iMOtlon passed by acclamation.
: i

Agenda Item 4 - Audience Comments
None

Agenda Item 5 — Nexamp/Ridge Farm Renewables — cen |der, discuss, and vote on D emmlss oning Agreement
Documents: (1) Resolution approving Decommissioning A fé ement; and{2) Draft Decortitn sioning Agreement

4 gVu[Iage of Ridge
Farm, directly West of there. They are gettmg flgse to checkmg"él @ft yg-boxes for a building permit. One of the
requirements they must have before domg soga, ve a decommrss‘igpmg agreement with the County. The
proposed decommissioning agreement was sérgi off rd party enggpegr for review. There were some
requested changes in the amount of decommlssrémng 'L t;hem was a; ﬁ! ;% adjustment upward so that was
included. There additional decomumjssioning costﬁé matlon s ongmally $293,000.00 with the adjustment it
went up to $337,000.00. Alsa:a fifﬁgfs-;v\igg a 10% conyigency w :cgt gg»d anothev '$33,000.00. which upped it to
$371,000.00. And finally ;8% County<a qﬁ;nlstratlon‘eﬁ 1 af :: set the amount for the first year at
$382,000.00. Keyt also 5&@ d;that they \o\? l; ave to po§\f_ of the decommissioning plan estimate in years 1-5
of operation. The decomm|§s~|§q ing fi fnanhl linsurance isjbe in form of a bond. And then after that it would be a
letter of credit. Ags the project ages, the IS,?] { ‘-gplng into gg};mmlsswnmg increases so they recommend going
towards so?gé h% esecure su% %i dit. Undeﬁr the State of lllinois statute they only have to post
y Ard finally 1®Q(&'éf§er§t§ﬁat However, under this agreement, they would

Keyt informed the committee that the Nexamp is a small, comrﬁg lty; [ar project. It is near: ﬁ

I

10%iny, &'532 50% fr Q,% ars 5-1

have tofp sﬁloo% from year"i hIS wol ﬁex.clude saIvageéyalue The agreement would have a 3% increase each
year, comﬁg@ ding, for the llfe of!i‘he pro;é’éﬁ Every 5 years it would be subject to modification after review by the
County. Hawki ’t&asked what happens if they gtx krupt? Keyt explained that the bond is placed with a surety. The
bond would Stlﬁ’ g“m place. They can}t?ust simply t:ancel the bond. After 5 years they would have a letter of credit
from the bank. Thls’;iteans the bank hdlgs the money. If you make a claim on a letter of credit you are not claiming
it from the developer y‘@h are clalmméff‘é from the bank. Miller asked if Keyt ever had to execute on a bond or letter
of credit due to a developi: ?r&greach ¢yt has not had to on a solar or wind project. Motion by Hawker, second by
O’Kane to approve the deco rh; hing agreement. Upon the roll of call the following voted yes to wit; Miller,
McFadden, Hawker, Stelnbaugh %Qei)ard and O’Kane. 6 yes 3 absent.

Agenda Item 6 — Nexamp/Ridge Farm Renewables — consider, discuss, and vote on issuance of Building Permit
Documents: (1) Resolution approving Building Permit which includes Exhibit A (Building Permit Checklist]. Note —
there are a few items we’re waiting on from the developer prior to issuance of the building permit but we
anticipate receiving those documents in the near term, some before 5/22

Keyt explained that this he circulated, amongst the committee members, a draft resolution. Within that resolution,
specifically exhibit A, was a punch list that Nexamp/Ridge Farm Renewables would have to complete before they
would be able to obtain a building permit. The County ordinance has a provision in it that the County Board shall
review, and approve a building permit request. Keyt further added that a building permit is administrative in a
sense that they are not a legislative decision. If they meet the requirements of the building permit requirements
then it should be issued. If they checked the box then they checked the box for completion. This is the first solar
project that is coming to the board with the new ordinance in place. There are a couple of items on the punch list




not yet received but they Nexamp/Ridge Farm Renewables was sending in today. Keyt advised that they sent in
their building permit fee. Jenkins advised that it was received at the County Board office yesterday. It is
$30,000.00. The amount is determined by megawattage X $7500.00 per megawatt.
The road use agreement was already approved. Keyt received today, wells and well monitoring. He was provided a
document that indicated they talked to the landowner that indicated he was not aware of any existing wells on the
property. They also went to the State of lllinois site to check if there were any wells listed and there were not.
They posted their certificate of insurance in May. The board already approved the landscape management plan.
The have also already submitted the drain tile survey. The financial ability to complete the project, along with the
decommissioning agreement, is the one item that is outstanding. Keyt’s understanding is that they will supply this
in the next week. The noise study is complete. The water line investigation is in the works with the adjacent
landowner to come to an agreement to reroute the water line. Miller asked Keyt how familiar he is with this
developer. Keyt advised that he is fairly familiar. He has 3 other projects with them. They completed one in Pulaski
County that was completed last fall. They have been fairly easy to work with; O’Kane asked what the reason was
for he hold up regarding the financial ability to complete the project. Ke{;aé‘viéed that they sent ali of their
documents on May 9 and they weren't quite sure what was needed v jrecently advised by Keyt. Miller asked if
we are approving this without all of the items in place. Keyt adw ﬂ fﬁé 2a\‘ug:lupatmg that these items will be
received next week and we could provide the board with the u é gd do c:g‘ 2nts well in time for the June County
Board meeting. If the items are not received we could tabletgﬂgl r’ecelved | 2r.also asked stated again that this
is not legislative and Keyt added it is not because Vermili nty is not zonedf(ééﬁause the county is not zoned
and we do not have an administrator that would be thexisggmg agent. Unless there‘l;écounty administrator or
some other type of administrator within the county stru ure then it is left to the County@oard to make the
decision. Motion by Steinbaugh, second by Hawker to a Fé . Upon the mll of call the Fﬁli%wmg voted yes to wit;
Miller, McFadden, Hawker, Steinbaugh, Shepard and O’Kané Q:%;s :;’. §b§?m i i

Ty % § " ’ §5
Agenda ltem 7 — CVE Ridge Farm 324 Solaﬁ+ der, discuss anJivet,e on Road Use Agreement
Documents (1) Resolutlon approvmg Road Us A ree) am.ent and (Z)Eﬁ.&ft Road Use Agreement

on at the same time. He adq
communlcatlon with th

for the primary risk here K
approving it on hehalf of El

0 To; nshlp would take thls to their board to be
approved. TH ‘a?{f@hiﬂwood Tg b pis’ *.; ? %.because the road that this project is on and is
most at Ei‘ ] i Elw&o;i \g tgﬁé ,Iwood Township engineer, they do not have
counse!lg negotlatmg thé; fqad use* qgr‘gement ther fore, they wanted Keyt and Greenwell to help
protect thggg;lnterest in this. xl" EF ~§t ey added Elwood Township to the road use agreement to have
their board approve as well. The gad isa ézavel road. They conferred with Greenwell and the Elwood
Township Roadghb missioner abn; t the costjiif it were completely destroyed, to rebuild this road. The
amount would bé rQynd $200,0 0. He also added that Greenwell was comfortable with this
amount. Miller adde’é? hat this |sn, iwind project where you know that the road will be torn up. He
doesn’t foresee much d fﬂ ) baugh asked what happens if this doesn’t happen for up to 4 years
and the costs continue to‘eh J% er the years for these materials. What if in 4 years the cost to
repair would be even upwar 14’$475 000.00. Keyt advised that you could out in a time limit in the road
use agreement. So, if it is not constructed within the time frame they would have to redo the road use
agreement. He added that most of these developers are ready to go once everything is in place. Upon
Steinbaugh’s suggestion, Keyt advised that he could go back to the developer to add a time clause
stating that construction must start one year after the building permit is received. This would be added
to paragraph “K”. Motion by Steinbaugh for approval of the road use agreement contingent upon the addition of
the time clause regarding construction completion within 18 months of receipt of building permit second by
O’Kane. Upon the roll of call the following voted yes to wit; Miller, McFadden, Hawker, Steinbaugh, Shepard, and
O’Kane. 6 yes 3 absent.




Agenda Item 8 — CVE Ridge Farm 324 Solar — consider, discuss and vote on Decommissioning Agreement
Documents: {1) Resolution approving Decommissioning Agreement; [2) Draft Decommissioning Agreement, and
{3) Decommissioning Plan

Keyt advised that this decommissioning agreement is similar to the Nexamp agreement. It is essentially the same
structure as the previously mentioned however Keyt further explained that on this one we requested a irrevocable
letter of credit for all years. The only push back that he received was they want to have it as a bond versus a letter
of credit. This is up to the committee and board for this decision. This proposed to them included Dimension
Energy. The developer wanted to remove Dimension Energy from the agreement. And they also just want to post a
surety bond. Keyt suggested that if CVE U.S. lllinois Ridge Farm, LLC. as the only entity posting the financial
assurance and being responsible if they post 100% and a letter of credit. Miller added he was fine mirroring what
we did in the previous agreement which was a bond for the first five years and then a 100% full letter of credit.
Motion by Steinbaugh, second by Hawker to approve with updates. Upon the roll of call the following voted yes to
wit; Miller, McFadden, Hawker, Steinbaugh, Shepard, and O’Kane. 6 yes 3 absent.

Hawker asked Keyt for a follow up to Supervisor of Assessments, Nate By g "iéiinquiry regarding the megawatts for
taxing. Keyt had mentioned that there was an annual filing. Keyt has eg E mmunicating with Byram and there
are a couple of ways to address this. One is by the annual report fo % i corporated area that was completed
after the county ordinance. Second, addressed regarding pro;ecf§ t{; hav een constructed or that are within
the village limits, such as the City of Danville. In that case Wtﬁpyld contact Am Fen. His staff is checking for

:<

contact information regarding this. ):.;, lrg }%m
Agenda Item 9 — Executive Session : Hg %;
None needed & %if;ii

i

Agenda Item 10 - Items of Information “%}?;{ "

Miller advised that there was a bar owner tﬁﬁﬂ\@é ‘
would like to conduct liquor sales outside off ’Qgéggf%ﬁldge Farm“i ,oiwever the County does not issue the
Village of Ridge Farm liquor permits. The curren ountyl;(z A " ‘
issue special event or temporary. quor permits té, iarrent Vermi n County’i[ ,f.
something that we will loomﬁi; zap H?;r and bring Béfék to commi ~;éé§along Wlfhtgpiaossnble other Ilquor ordinance
updates/revisions. gi! i!i;izgir i N ’{;gs .;:_aii{i Ty §f h; {

L it Rk
Agenda item 11- Ad|ournm§e[§i*
rd seconded Eazg Faglt;éﬁ;ggd;ourn thlr rhesetlng Meeting adjourned at 6:07 P.M.
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PSB Lease Draft 2026 - 2028
Vermilion County

Lesser: | Leasee:

Danwville Public Building Commission Vermilion County

Director: Scott Talbott Board Chairman: Steve Miller
Comptroller: Careth Klewicki Financial Resources Director: Cassy Carter

Note to the Vermilion County Board

Please see attachments for reference. Our lease amounts have not grown enough since the 1990's to
keep up with inflation costs. In fact the amount for Capital Improvements each year has been the same
since 1997. With a critical issue at hand like the chillers, we need to get the amounts caught up to
today's standards. The liability and dangerous condidtions that could result from not having funds
immediately available are far too great. For this reason, we are raising all fund amounts and the first
year of the 3-year operations lease up to where they should be at this time. In the years that follow, a
normal small percentage can be applied, without worry. The only exception is the Technology Fund,
which will be fine remaining the same as previous years.

We are requesting that the 2026-2028 Lease amounts be approved prior to 9/15/2025. This will allow
us to get a budget approved for the upcoming fiscal year.

3-Year Lease Agreement Fund Contributions for each year: Leased Personnel:
Maintenance Fund $ 70,190.00 2026 $  3,558,903.37
Capital Improvement Fund $ 122,832.50 2027 $  3,665670.48
Technology Fund $ 70,190.00 2028 $§  3,775,640.59
*afl leased personnel amounts are given

to DPBC by Vermilion Co.

3-Year Lease Agreement for Operations of the Public Safety Building at 2 E. South St.:

2026 $ 2,947,709.60 *see note above
2027 $ 3,036,140.89 *3% adjustment
2028 § 3,127,225.12 *3% adjustment

All payment dates will remain the same as previous years. All leased personnel will be paid back 30 days after
receipt.

Please email any changes or question to the Comptroller prior to August 1st 2025. You may also call anytime at
217-597-4105.

Prepared by Careth Klewicki
cklewicki@dpbc.net
217-443-0999



PSR Lease Draft 2026 - 2028
Vermilion County

Sections of 1997 Lease:

LEASE

This Lease Agreement (hereinafter referred to as the
"rease"), made effective as of the lst day of November, 1597,
between the DANVILLE PUBLIC BUILDING COMMISSTON, Vermilion
County, Illinois, a municipal corpecraticn of the State of
Illinoig (the "cCommission"}, as Lessor, and the COUNTY OF
VERMILION, ILLINOIS, a body palitic and corporate of the State of
Illincis (hereinafter referred to as "County"), and the CITY OF
DANVILLE, Vermilion County, Illinois (hereinafter referred to as
the "City"), as Lessees;

D. The Commission shall, from the annual proceeds of rent
received, set aside and maintain an account for the purpose of
making either capital improvements upon the premises or repairs
to the premises, said account to be designated as the “Capital
Improvements and Replacement Account.” The total amount to be so
gset aside and deposited into said account each lease year shall
equal the sum of One Hundred Thousand Dollars ($100,000.00). Of
said sum set aside each lease year, the sum of Sixty-five
Thousand Dollars ($65,000.00) shall be set aside from the rental
payment received from the County, and the sum of Thirty-five
Thousand Dallars ($35,000.00) shall be set aside from the rental

received, set aside and maintain an account for the purpose of
maintaining, repairing or replacing machinery, egquipment and
other improvements upon the premises, said account to be
designated as the "Maintenance Account." The total amount to be
set aside and deposited into said account each lease year during
the term of this Lease shall equal the sum cf FIFTY THOUSAND and
No/100 DOLLARS ($50,000.00). Of said sum set aside each lease
year, the sum of THIRTY-TWC THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED and No/10Q0
DOLLARS ($32,500.00) shall be set aside from the rental payment
received from the County, and the sur of SEVENTEEN THOUSAND FIVE
HUNDRED and No/100 DOLLARS ($17,500.00) shall be set aside from
the rental payment received from the City. Expenditures
therefrom shall be made by the Commission upon request and

1: Effective for the lease year commencing November 1, 2004, the anmual payment to the
'Capxtal Improvements Fund and Replacement Account in Paragraph D of Section II of said Lease
s hercby amended to provide that the sum of Twenty Nine Thousand Eight Hundred Ten and
00/100 DOLLARS ($29,810.00) shall be set aside from the rental payment of the City and the
sum of Seventy Thousand One Hundred Ninety and 00/100 DOLLARS {$70,190.00) shall be set
aside from the rental payment of the County.

.?. Effective for the lease year commencing November 1, 2004, the annual payment to the
Maintenance Account in Paragraph E of Section Tl is herchy amended to provide that the sum of
Fourteen Thousand Nine Hundred Five and 00/100 DOLLARS ( 314,905.00}) shall be set aside
from the rental payment of the City and the sum of Thirty Five Thousand Ninety Five and 00/100
Dollars ($35,095.00) shall be set aside from the rental payment of the County.

Prepared by Careth Klewicki
ckiewicki@dpbc.net

217-443-0999



RESOLUTION

RE: County Board Resolution for Authorization to Sign Agreement

WHEREAS, the Vermilion County Board deems it necessary to procure a health
insurance policy for the employees of Vermilion County and,

WHEREAS, the Chairman of the County, along with the Human Resources
Department, reviewed and considered terms and conditions, presented by the
brokerage firm, Epic Insurance Midwest, of the proposed insurance policy(s) by Blue
Cross Blue Shield of lllinois, including coverage details, premiums, and policy
duration and,

WHEREAS, the Executive/Legislation Committee has determined that the coverage
recommended by the Chairman of the County Board and the Human Resources
Director does meet the needs of the County employees and has approved that
recommendation,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Vermilion County Board authorizes
the Chairman of Board to execute the contract for said policy, or any related
documents, renewals, or amendments as may be necessary or advisable for the
purpose of securing adequate health insurance coverage for the employees of
Vermilion County

PRESENTED, APPROVED, and RESOLVED by the Executive/Legislation Committee of
Vermilion County, Illinois, at their August 4, 2025 session.

DATED, this 4t day of August, 2025 A.D.

Steve Miller Y N A
Committee Chairperson

Tim McFadden Y N A
Jerry Hawker Y N A

Mark Steinbaugh Y N A

Lon Henderson Y N A
Britny Hoag Y N A
Jim McMahon Y N A
Greg Shepard Y N A
Nancy O’Kane Y N A



Vermilion County, llinois
Resolution No,
Resolution Approving Landscape Management Plan for CVE US IL Ridge Farm 324, LLC

WHEREAS, CVE US IL Ridge Farm 324, LLC was approved for the construction and operation for a
Commercial Solar Energy Facility pursuant to Ordinance 24-0516 (“Ordinance”);

WHEREAS, the Ordinance approving the Commercial Solar Energy Facility included conditions requiring a
Landscape Management Plan to be approved by the County Board;

WHEREAS, the developer has provided the attached Exhibit A, as its Landscape Management Plan;

WHEREAS, the Landscape Management Plan was prepared by FMG Engineering, and is dated May 16,
2025; and

WHEREAS, the County has reviewed and approves the agreement.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Executive/Legislative Committee of the Vermilion County
Board that the attached Landscape Management Plan (Ex. A) is approved.

PRESENTED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED by the Executive/Legislative Committee of the County Board of
Vermilion County, lllinois this July , 2025.

PRESENT AYES NAYS ABSTAIN

Chair, Executive-Legislative Committee
ATTEST:

Clerk of the County Board
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Vermilion County, lllinois
Resolution No.
Resolution Approving Vegetation and Landscape Management Plan for Vermilion Solar 3, LLC

WHEREAS, Vermilion Solar 3, LLC was approved for the construction and operation for a Commercial Solar
Energy Facility pursuant to Ordinance (“Ordinance”);

WHEREAS, the Ordinance approving the Commercial Solar Energy Facility included conditions requiring a
Vegetation and Landscape Management Plan to be approved by the County Board;

WHEREAS, the developer has provided the attached Exhibit A, as its Vegetation and Landscape
Management Plan;

WHEREAS, the Vegetation and Landscape Management Plan was prepared by Pivot Energy, and is dated
August of 2024; and

WHEREAS, the County has reviewed and approves the Vegetation and Landscape Management Plan.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Executive/Legislative Committee of the Vermilion County
Board that the attached Vegetation and Landscape Management Plan (Ex. A) is approved, and the Project
shall materially comply with the stated requirements therein.

PRESENTED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED by the Executive/Legislative Committee of the County Board of
Vermilion County, lllinois this July , 2025.

PRESENT AYES NAYS ABSTAIN

Chair, Executive/Legislative Committee
ATTEST:

Clerk of the County Board
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| INTRODUCTION AND OBJIECTIVI

The purpose of this plan is to provide a comprehensive vegetation management plan consistent
with the requirements outlined by Vermilion County’s ordinance. This plan will show that the
Applicant is managing the project site (Site] consistent with the goals of the Pollinator-Friendly
Solar Site Act, detailing the type of vegetative ground cover to be planted, established, and
maintained for the life of the Project. Further, the plan will detail adherence to the IDNR guidelines
ensuring appropriate vegetation management and short-term and long-term property
management practices that provide and maintain native and non-invasive naturalized perennial
vegetation to protect the health and well-being of pollinators.

GENERAL PROJECT INFORMATION

Vermilion Solar 3 LLC (Project) is located on approximately 28,3 acres of land located east of the

intersection between State Route 9 and North 1830 E Rd in Hoopeston, Vermilion County,
illinais.

GPS coordinates for the project site: 40°27'34.94"N, 87°36'2.00"W

The proposed Project is a 5.00 Megawatt aiternating current (AC)} system composed of
approximately 11,520 solar photovoltaic (PV) modules and forty (40} 125-kilowatt, 3-phase
string inverters. The solar modules are mounted on a single-axis tracker {SAT) racking system,
which utilizes driven posts or augured screws for foundations. The array is monitored by a utility
owned supervisary control and data acquisition {SCADA) system, which allows remote
monitoring and control. All equipment will be located within the footprint of the fenced area,
enclosed with agricultural style security fencing and accessed via the proposed entrance from
State Route 9. The property is currently cropland.

EROSION AND SEDMIENT CONTROL PLAN

Many of our projects across the state and country exist in agricultural communities. Solar is considered a
harmonious use and a low-impact neighbor since it does not create discernibie traffic, noise, or poliution
and will provide pollinator-friendly habitat underneath the array. in addition, our sites are kept clean
and neat. Much of the Project will be pervious materials, to allow for adequate drainage of the Site. The
existing surface water drainage and subsurface drainage system will retain existing drainage patterns.
The Applicant will restore any conservation practices damaged by construction to their pre-construction
condition and care will be taken to maintain the existing practices to preserve erosion control, flood
control, and water quality,

Prior to construction, mechanical means to control runoff will be used, such as straw bales, anchored

Vegetation and Landscape
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netting, silt fences or berms (if necessary). Typically, we propose siit fences be installed within areas of
the parcel perimeter to manage drainage and erosion that may occur during construction. The natural
vegetation will remain intact in between and underneath the solar equipment. Upon construction
completion, Pivot Energy (Pivot) will seed the Site with native grass seed mix approved by the County
and/or the local jurisdiction. The use of native vegetation and/or pollinator-friendly seed mixes supports
the habitat of bees, butterflies, wasps, flies, beetles, and other pollinator species needed for agriculture.
The seed mix chosen will be native and local to the lllinois environment, which naturally aliows the Site
to be resilient to droughts and intense downpours. Native grasses and deep roots are more efficient
than turf grass at absorbing run-off and are designed to better manage storm water runoff. Additionally,
planting diverse mixes of native plants will prevent soil and nutrients from washing away, and improves
water quality and prevents soil loss. Further details of proposed vegetation implementation and
adherence to the IDNR guidelines are described in the following sections of this plan.

During construction, grading may be required as a part of site preparation to accommodate the
installation of the solar array components. It is Pivot’s strong preference to eliminate or minimize the
need for grading wherever possible. Regardless of site size or location, Pivot requires close coordination
between engineers, equipment supplies, and construction partners to create a holistic design that
results in the least possible topsoil disturbance. In the event grading is required for site preparation,
Pivot specifies that construction partners must stockpile all removed topsoil to be used for
redistribution on site after all cut and fill activities are completed.

t VEGETATION IMPLEMENTATION AND MANAGEMENT PLAN

Pivot will engage with a local ecologist consultant to identify all invasive species and appropriate seed
mixes for the Site. Invasive species will preferably he removed either by hand or by grazing; in the event
an herbicide needs to be utilized, it must be approved by Pivot. Pivot will plant an approved native seed
mix once the finished grade is complete. As per Vermilion County Ordinance, the Applicant will prevent
Palmer, Amaranthus, and Conyza weed species. In areas that are disturbed or where the seed does not
germinate following planting, the Applicant will reseed with an approved seed mix. Pivot conducts
regular vegetation management several times per year, and as needed during the growing season. This
mitigates shade on solar modules and maintains a clean and orderly Site. On previous solar jobsites, the
Applicant has used a combination of seed mix, straw mats, mechanical mowing, livestock grazing and
other landscaping measures to maintain a clean, orderly, and noxious-weed-frea Site. If the pollinator
site doesn’t take, the property will be mowed or grazed to a height of 12 inches or less.

The Applicant will abide by all llinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) guidelines and proposes
short-term and long-term property management practices that maintain native and non-native-invasive
naturalized perennial vegetation, further described in Section 5 below.

Preferred method will be hydroseed or drill seeding and hydromuiching. If required, nutrient
supplementation will take place to ensure the successful establishment of permanent ground
cover. Permanent seeding shall occur between December 1 and May 1 or between August 1 and

September 1, as determined by construction scheduling or as recommended by a vegetation
specialist.

Vegetation and Landscape Vermilion Solar 3 LLC - Page 4
Management Plan
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Temporary seeding areas, which will be ready for stabilization after May 1 and before August 1,
shail be seeded with Millet or Sorghum at the rate of 40 pounds per acre, with the amount of
fertilizer as specified by a vegetation specialist. The requirement to plant temporary seeding does
not eliminate the requirement to plant permanent seeding. Straw mulch is not required for
temporary seeding. The temporary seed mix will be determined per site specific conditions and
seed availability prior to construction commencement.

To consist of native, drought-tolerant, low growth grasses and flowering plants. Preference will be
given to a seed mix that can support pollinators and grazing animals such as sheep. Final seed mix
will be determined before planting by a qualified vegetation specialist. The final seed mix will
consist of a combination of the following perennial plant types, in percentages confirmed by 2
qualified ecological consultant.

¢ QOrchard, Brome, and Rye Grasses

*»  Clovers
e Early Season flowering native varietals
e Mid Season flowering native varietals
e Late Season flowering native varietals
ADHERENCE TO IDNR PRACTICES GUIDELINES

Pivot with contract with a local vegetation management provider with a minimum three (3} year
initial term with automatic one (1) year extensions up to seven {7) years. The primary method
of vegetation management may be either via sheep grazing or mechanical mowing, per final
allowances in the Siting Permit.

Vegetation management in year one will employ pollinator best practices to ensure proper seed
mix establishment.

a. Mechanical mowing and/or grazing activities will target a height of 10” or greater during
the first growing season.

b. Hand removal or spot herbicide treatments may be used to control weed growth on
Site. Herbicide treatments shall be reviewed and approved by Pivot prior to application.

c. Spot seeding may be required to ensure proper seed mix establishment.

Vegetation management beyond year one will employ the foliowing pollinator best practices to
ensure ongoing plant establishment.

a. A combination of spot herbicide treatments, mechanical mowing, and livestock grazing
will be used to maintain the site vegetation.

b. Haying may be used every one to three years to remove thatch buildup, and this
method will be deployed only after the vegetative height has reached 6” or greater in a
given season. Haying will impact 50% or less of the site in any given instance.

¢. Pivot will prepare a site-specific livestock grazing plan with a local provider prior to the
commencement of construction activities. The plan will include the overall vegetation
management goals, the type and number of livestock grazing the site, general timing
and durations of grazing dispatches, and other details as required per site conditions.

Vegetation and Landscape Vermilion Solar 3 LLC - Page 5
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d. Additional spot seeding may be completed throughout the life of the solar array, to be
determined on an as-needed basis by Pivot.

Pivot will take the following actions to manage weeds and keep a tidy project site.

IV.  Eradicate invasive species before any ground disturbing activity begins with the assistance of the
County and a local ecologist consultant. Eradication will take place before construction begins.

V.  Ensure that all equipment and persons leaving the parcel are free of weed seeds or other plant
seeds. The Applicant will clean seeds from tires, tracks and all other parts of machinery and
persons.

VI.  The hydroseed or hydromuich is a drought tolerant native grass and pollinator friendly seed mix
in the early spring or early fall. The final seed mix will be determined by an approved
professional knowledgeable with re-vegetation means and methods.

Vil.  Mow or graze the Project area a minimum of once per year, at a cut height of no less than six
inches, It is likely that mowing or grazing may need to take place twice or more during the
growing season to manage vegetation.

ViIIl.  Since weed seeds remain viable in the soil for a number of years, site and weed management is
a long-term process. Treated areas will be monitored annually and re-treated if necessary, using
typical weed management practices and procedures,

. Mow or graze project area 2-4 times a year to a cut height of approximately 6 inches.
I, Walk the site and remove any accumulated debris on either side of the fence line and properly
dispose. No burning of trash will be allowed.
. Inspect and re-seed any bare ground with permanent seeding.

IV.  Inspect fence and repair as needed.
V.  Inspect all-weather access road and repair as needed.
Vi.  Inspect Site for any visible erosion. Remove transported sediment and implement necessary
erasion control measures to minimize future maintenance issues.
VIi.  Inspect solar photovoitaic modules, racking, and balance of system; notify Pivot of repairs or
replacements as needed, to be completed by qualified solar array technicians.
VIil.  Inspect drainage and water management systems (e.g., culverts, ditches, etc.); repair as needed.

IX.  Control the spread of invasive species in all areas of the property. Make every attempt to keep
any noxious weeds from leaving the sites by employing proper contain and control procedures.
This can include mowing, trimming, removing, and spraying on an as-needed basis. Herbicides
must be approved by Pivot Asset Management prior to application.

1 e AN 1 INITIEN N
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Vermilion Solar 3 LLC will own, operate, and maintain the solar project. The Operations and
Maintenance (O&M]) team outlined below will be the prime points of contact for the solar project,
once constructed.

Vegetation and Landscape Vermilion Solar 3 LLC - Page 6
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Primary O&M Angela Burke, Director, ORM, {888) 734-3033 | aburke@pivotenergy.net
Contact 24/7 contact o Fxt. 1

Secondary O&M | Kwasi Lee, Manager, O&M (888) 734-3033 | klee@pivotenergy.net
Contact Ext. 1

Tertiary O&M Nate Zirlen, Operational Asset | (888) 734-3033 | nzirlen@pivotenergy.net
Contact Manager, O&M Ext. 1 ‘

The project’s Primary O&M Contact and Secondary O&M Contact will be responsible for
overseeing compliance of the Project. Their duties include ensuring that the measures in this
plan are complied with, all agencies and appropriate stakeholders (including but not limited to
emergency response units, utility, solar O&M technicians, and project owner) are properly
notified in the event notification is required, and that all required plans and reports are
prepared and submitted in a timely manner.

Vegetation and Landscape

Management Plan
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VERMILION COUNTY, IL
RESOLUTION NO.

RE: REQUESTED TEXT AMENDMENT TO VERMILION COUNTY SOLAR AND WIND ORDINANCES

WHEREAS, in May 2023 the County passed two ordinances, the Siting Ordinance for Commercial
Solar Energy Facilities and the Siting Ordinance for Commercial Wind Energy Facilities (hereinafter
“Solar Ordinance” and “Wind Ordinance” respectively);

WHEREAS, each Ordinance has the following effect: “[tlhe decision to grant or deny a permit

application is within the sole discretion of the County Board.” See Section V of the Wind Ordinance
and Section 8 of the Solar Ordinance;

WHEREAS, the provision in each Ordinance governs the relationship between the County Board’s
authority in relation to the Wind and Solar Committee;

WHEREAS, to clarify any confusion, the County wishes to amend its Wind and Solar Ordinances;

WHEREAS, the County Board proposes to amend the language as follows: ““The Wind & Solar
Committee shall make written findings of fact and any recommendation(s) to the County Board
regarding the proposed project. The County Board shall act on the recommendations from the Wind
& Solar Committee. The decision to grant or deny a permit application is within the sole discretion of
the County Board subject to state and federal law.”

WHEREAS, the in order to make the clarification, the County Board directs the Wind and Solar

Committee to hold a public hearing on the matter and then report a recommendation to the County
Board.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the County Board requests that the Vermilion County Wind and
Solar Committee hold a public hearing regarding the proposed language for each Ordinance and then
report to the County Board a recommendation on the proposed language changes.

SET FORTH THIS day of August 2025.

Present___
Yays
Nays__
Abstain ___

Chair, Vermilion County Board

Attestation



