Special Executive & Legislation Committee
Thursday, January 9, 2025
5:00 PM, 2" Floor, Joseph G Cannon Building

1.

AGENDA

Call to Order and Roll Call

Adoption/Amendments to Agenda

Approval of Minutes — October 3, 2024

Audience Comments

Consider, discuss and vote on Ordinance approving Siting Application of Vermilion Solar 3, LLC
consisting of a 5 MW (AC) Commercial Solar Energy Facility, approximating 28.3 acres located east of
the intersection between State Route 9 and N 1830 E Road, Vermilion County, IL
e Documents: (1) Ordinance Vermilion Solar 3 LLC, {2) Exhibit A — Findings of Fact with
Recommended Conditions — Vermilion County 3

Consider, discuss and vote on Ordinance approving Siting Application of Pivot Energy IL 6, LLC consisting
of a 3.375 MW {AC) Commercial Solar Energy Facility, approximating 18.82 acres located at the
intersection of County Road 750 N and Catlin-Indianola Road, Vermilion County, IL
e Documents: {1) Ordinance Pivot Energy IL 6 LLC, (2) Exhibit A — Findings of Fact with
Recommended Conditions — Pivot Energy IL 6

Consider, discuss and vote on Vegetation Management Plan related to CVE Ridge Farm Commercial
Solar Energy Facility
e Documents: {1) Resolution Approving Maintenance and Monitoring Plan ... CVE US
IL Ridge Farm, (2) Ridge Farm Maintenance and Monitoring 2024-1017

Consider, discuss and vote on Vegetation Management Plan related to Nexamp Ridge Farm Commercial
Solar Energy Facility
e Documents: (1) Resolution Approving Vegetation Plan for Nexamp-Ridge Farm
Road, (2) Ridge Farms Vegetation Management Plan 12.16.24

Consider, discuss and vote on Road Use Agreement related to Nexamp Ridge Farm Commercial Solar
Energy Facility
e Documents: (1) Resolution Approving Road Use Agreement for Nexamp-Ridge Farm
Road, (2) Vermilion County — RUA — Ridge Farm Renewables

10. Executive Session:

A. Pursuant to Open Meetings Act 5 ILCS 120/2 {(c) {1) The appointment, employment,
compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public
body, including hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee to determine
its validity.

B. Pursuant to Open Meetings act 5 ILCS 120/2 (c) {6) The setting of a price for sale or lease of
property owned by the public body.

C. Pursuant to Open Meetings Act 5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (11) Litigation, when an action against,
affecting or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a
court or administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that an action is probable or
imminent, in which case the basis for the finding shall be recorded and entered into the
minutes of the closed meeting.

11. Items of Information and Committee Concerns

12. Adjournment



Special Executive/Legislation Committee
Thursday October 3, 2024
Joseph G. Cannon Building, 2™ Floor, 5:00 PM

MINUTES
Agenda Item 1 - Call to Order and Roll Call
Chairman Larry Baughn, Jr. called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM. Upon the call of roll, the following members
were present: Larry Baughn, Jr., Craig Golden, Steve Miller, Jerry Hawker, and, Mark Steinbaugh. Joe Eakle and
Nancy O’Kane were excused. 5 Present 2 Absent. Also attending the meeting were: Lon Henderson- County Board
Member, Dalitso Sulamoyo — RPC, Brandi Granse — RPC Early Childhood Education Program, and Jennifer Jenkins -
County Board Office Manager.

Agenda Item 2 - Adoption/Amendment to the Agenda
Motion by Steinbaugh, seconded by Golden to approve the agenda. Motion:passed by acclamation.

Agenda Item 3 - Approval of Minutes from August 28, 2024
Steinbaugh moved, seconded by Golden, to approve the August 28

minutes. Motion passed by acclamation.

Agenda Item 4 - Audience Comments
None

Agenda Item 5 — Intergovernmental Agreement for Cha
Head Start

this back. Granse addressed the committeé asthe'Director of the
Commission. She has been with the program for 28-years..This Head

‘Head Start program There are different types of
Y. ogramming- there are 5 locations for these programs -
S imball Street location does need some work.

tly. they are only operation 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM, 42
\eir hours wr!l,‘also bé:%x‘tgnded to ac odate\workmg families. They are also collaborating with
child care providers to offar ead start sefvices within their homes. They will contract with them and
provide thel ith the educationa ograrﬁ ing, health, nutritional, and support for children with disabilities,
within their . They also offe ounseli 2 Tf{equwed to the family, and even dental care. There is also care
for pregnant womer Family advocates will visit th;%vhome and discuss their baby, and general health care.
Henderson asked i they coordinate w ny of the existing school or after school programs. She advised that they
do, currently, in Champaign County, ct Ffdlnate with all of the school districts, and the child and family connection
by way of inter-agency agreement. ' ey ‘will do the same thing here. Sulamoyo explained that he is the Chief
Executive Officer of the organizati Champaign. Some of the history of this program in Champaign, was actually
ran by the Community Action until around 1994. They gave up the program and Champaign County
applied for it and they have been operating it since then. He has been a part of the operation for a little over 7
years. There is a long history of providing police training which includes Vermilion County, Champaign County, and
Piatt County. They provide ongoing, professional development, to police officers. The Sheriff and the Chief are
members of their advisory board. They have a mobile training unit to serve the above mentioned counties. This
has been implemented since 1977. They are looking forward to moving this program into Ford and Iroquois
Counties as well, however, Vermilion County will be the biggest operation. Steinbaugh asked what can the
Vermilion County Board do to expedite this. Sulamoyo advised that they are asking to allow Champaign Regional
Planning Commission to provide these services in Vermilion County, hence, the Intergovernmental Agreement.
Hawker asked if there was any financial obligation for the County and Sulamoyo advised no. Motion by Steinbaugh,
second by Golden to approve the Intergovernmental Agreement. Motion passed by acclamation, Miller- Nay.

weeks a
severa




Agenda Item 6 — Ordinance: Amending the County of Vermilion Ordinance Establishing an Enterprise Zone
within the City of Danville and Vermilion County, to Add Territory and Add Unit of Government to the
Danville/Vermilion County Enterprise Zone

Baughn advised that he had been working with the Village of Tilton, along with the Mayor of Danville, and Logan
Cronk for more than a year ago on this. It's good to see the City of Danville and the Village Tilton working together
for the betterment of the community. Baughn advised that with the maps that were provided, it makes everything
somewhat more contiguous, with the exception of Winter Park and Bowman to the airport. This update will add a
lot more rent dollars from the Department of Economic, Commerce, and Opportunity in Springfield. Basically, they
are just wanting to dispense the grant funds contingent upon the signing of this ordinance. This goes all of the way
up to Walmart. Hawker asked if this included the Ross Lane area. Baughn advised that it does. Hawker also advised
that the smell coming from the dispensary is awful. Maybe Tilton could do something about this? Motion by
Miller, second by Steinbaugh. Motion passed by acclamation.

Agenda Iltem 7 — Resolution: RE: Vermilion County Board Supportin; ?%Rukral Broadband Development in Vermilion
County L
Baughn advised that he spoke with Mike Marron, Vermmilion Advahtage,and:Frontier Communications is putting
in some bids with the State of lllinois to try to get some rengmfab}léfaollars for‘dﬁwnstate, rural areas, in Hllinois
with the Office of Broadband to approve some application“’\Mar’ron and Baughn anticipate several companies
presenting these applications therefore, they made the, ution to read for anyone that applies, then the County

supports them during the application process. Motion%: awker, second by Miller. Mﬁti@&passed by acclamation.

Agenda Item 8 -~ Executive Session-
No action needed

Agenda Item 9 - Items of Information
The EMA facility on Georgetown Road will soo
Grounds will need to remove.

Cassy sent out final budgets;to.




Vermilion County, lllinois
Ordinance No.
Vermilion Solar 3, LLC

WHEREAS, the Vermilion County Wind and Solar Committee (“Committee”) held a public hearing related
to the Application of Vermilion Solar 3, LLC (a subsidiary of Pivot Energy) on November 22, 2024;

WHEREAS, the Committee heard evidence regarding the Application and made Findings of Fact and
Recommended Conditions;

WHEREAS, the Committee determined appropriate conditions related to the Project to protect the health,
safety and welfare of the community;

WHEREAS, the Committee has recommended siting approval of the Application of Vermilion Solar 3, LLC
for the construction of a 5.0 MW(AC) Commercial Solar Energy Facility approximating 28.3 acres of land
at East of the Intersection between State Route 9 and N 1830 E Road, Vermilion County, lilinois;

WHEREAS, the County finds that the Applicant has materially complied with the requirements of the Solar
Siting Ordinance of Vermilion County;

WHEREAS, the County has reviewed the Findings of Fact and Recommended Conditions, attached hereto
as Exhibit A and adopts said written Findings of Fact and Conditions as part of its Ordinances;

WHEREAS, the Applicant must submit to the County a request for a building permit prior to the
construction of said Commercial Solar Energy Facility;

WHEREAS, prior to the approval of a building permit for the Project, and during all phases of operation,
the County finds that certain conditions are in the best interests of the County and to protect the health,
safety and welfare of the citizens; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Vermilion County Board that the Findings of Fact are well
founded and adopted hereto, and that Siting Application of Vermilion Solar 3, LLC is approved subject to
conditions and continued compliance with State law and the County’s Siting Ordinance.

PRESENTED, APPROVED, and RESOLVED by the County Board of Vermilion County, lllinois at its December
10, 2024, session.

DATED, this 10th day of December 2024.

AYE NAY ABSENT

Chair, Vermilion County Board
ATTEST:

Clerk of the County Board



Vermilion County Wind and Solar Committee

Findings of Fact and Recommendation to the Vermilion County Board

RE: Vermilion Selar 3 LL.C Application for Siting Approval of a § MW (AC)

Commercial Energy Solar Facility, approximating 28.3 acres located East of the
Intersection between State Route 9 and N 1830 E Road, Vermilion County, IL

Date: November 22, 2024

II.

IIL

IV.

Applicant

The Applicant seeking siting approval is Vermilion Solar 3 LLC, a subsidiary of Pivot
Energy (hereinafter individually or collectively referred to as the “Applicant™).

Project Summary

Applicant proposes to construct and operate a 5-megawatt (MW AC) solar facility
(hereinafter the “Project”) located east of the intersection between State Route 9 and N
1830 E Road, Vermilion County, IL 60942. The Project is proposed to be sited on
approximately 28.3 acres of privately leased, agricultural land owned by Record Family
Farms, LP, parcel number 04-16-200-005.

Application

The written application for the siting permit request for the Project (hereinafter the
“Application”) is kept on file with the Vermilion County Board Office located at 201
N. Vermilion St., 2™ Floor, Danville, IL 61832. All evidence received prior to and
during the public hearing process is retained at the same office. The publication
providing notice of the public hearing for this Project was made in the News-Gazette,
a newspaper of general circulation in the community.

Public Hearing Process

On November 22, 2024, a public hearing was held pursuant to notice and the
requirements of 55 ILCS 5/5-12020. The public hearing occurred at the Vermilion
County Board Room, 201 N. Vermilion St., 2™ Floor, Danville, IL 61832. The
Application was called for hearing, the Applicant submitted evidence and was subject
to examination by the Vermilion County Wind and Solar Committee (hereinafter the
“Committee”) and members of the public. At the conclusion of the hearing, the
Committee deliberated as to the issues presented, made Findings of Fact, made

Page 1 0of 13



Recommended Conditions of Approval, and made a formal Recommendation to the
Vermilion County Board (hereinafter the “County Board”), all as memorialized herein.

V. Applicable Standards

The Applicable standards for this Committee’s consideration of siting approval for the
Project are those provided in the Vermilion County Siting Ordinance for Commercial
Solar Energy Facilities (hereinafter the “Ordinance”), including the factors so listed
below in Part VII.

VI Evidence

The evidence presented is reflected in the record including the stenographic transcript
of testimony at public hearing and all exhibits as noted herein.

Witness Merrill Read — Project Manager for Pivot
Witness Paul Record — landowner

*  Group Exhibit 1 - Siting Application
o Exhibit A: Lease Agreement and Deed
Exhibit B: Site Plan
Exhibit C: Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement
Exhibit D: Agency Correspondence
Exhibit E: Vegetation Management Plan
Exhibit F: Emergency Plan
o Exhibit G: Decommissioning Plan
* Exhibit 2 — Affidavit of publication and proof of mailing individual notices.
* Exhibit 3 — Vermilion County Soil & Water Conservation District.
» Exhibit 4 — PowerPoint Presentation
* Exhibit 5 — Letters in Support

o 0 0 O O

VII. Findings of Fact

The Committee has considered the Ordinance requirements and the evidence presented
by the Applicant through its Application and its presentation during the public hearing.

1. Height. Shall not exceed 20 feet at maximum tilt of the solar panel(s).
Modules will not exceed 12 feet at the highest point. Overall, the Project will
not exceed Vermilion County’s 20-foot maximum height requirement. Based

on said representation, Applicant has met these criteria.

2. No Commercial Solar Energy Facility (“CSEF”) shall be built on any lot
less than § acres in size.
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The leased area is 28.3 acres on parcel number 04-16-200-005. Applicant has
met the above criteria.

. Setbacks. The CSEF shall be sited as follows, with setback distances

measured from the nearest edge of any component of the facility:

- Occupied community buildings and dwellings on_nonparticipating
property: 150 feet to the nearest point on the outside wall of the
structure.

- Nonparticipating residences: 150 feet to the nearest point on the
outside wall of the structure.

- Boundary line of participating property: 50 feet to the nearest point
on the property line of the participating property.

- Boundary lines of nonparticipating property: 50 feet to the nearest
point on the property line of the nonparticipating property.

- Public road right of ways: 50 feet the nearest edge of the public road
right-of-way.

Applicant has provided public hearing testimony and a Siting Permit Site Plan
Set (Application, Exhibit B) demonstrating setbacks which meet the above
criteria. The nearest dwelling is located approximately 300 feet from the
project. The Project is set back at least 50 feet from State Route 9 and all other
public right of ways.

. Fencing. A locked fence of at least 6 feet in height but no greater than 25
feet shall enclose the CSEF.

The perimeter of the Project site will be secured by an 8-foot game fence. The
Project fencing will be a minimum of 6 feet and will not exceed 25 feet.
Accordingly, based on said representation, the above criteria are met.

. Lighting. If lighting is provided at the project, lighting shall be shielded
and downcast such that the light does not spill onto the adjacent parcel.

The Project does not propose any lighting. Accordingly, the above criteria are
met based on said representation.

. Noise. Noise levels measured at the property line shall comply with
standards set out by the Illinois Pollution Control Board (“IPCB”). Noise
levels may be enforced by Vermilion County, or any other regulatory body.

The Applicant did not provide a noise study. The Project will comply with all
limitations established by the IPCB. The noise levels will not exceed fifty
decibels at the property line, thus not disrupting nearby properties. Developer
shall provide a noise study prior to issuance of a Building Permit.

Page 3 0of 13



7.

Installation and Design. The CSEF shall be designed and located in order
to prevent glare toward any inhabited buildings on adjacent properties as
well as adjacent highways. Placement of the generator or noise producing
electrical equipment shall be placed at the center of the project to the extent
practical.

The Project array is designed to absorb sunlight rather than deflect it. The
Project has been designed and located to prevent glare toward any inhabitant or
building or adjacent properties or adjacent highways. Project electrical
equipment is located at the center of the array and will not be audible to nearby
properties or at the fence line. Utilizing such measures, the Project should not
adversely affect nearby properties or traffic.

All wiring between solar panels and the solar farm facility substation shall
be underground whenever possible.

All wiring running between the Project array will be buried to the greatest extent
possible. The Project proposes underground electrical lines that will be buried
to the furthest extent reasonable and will interconnect into existing Ameren
[llinois utility poles located at State Route 9. Based on said representation, the
Applicant has met these criteria.

Outdoor Storage. Only the outdoor storage of materials, vehicles, and
equipment that directly support the operation and maintenance of the

solar farm shall be allowed.

There is no outdoor storage proposed for the operation of the Project.

10. Proof an Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement (“AIMA”) has been

11.

executed with the Illinois Department of Agriculture. Failure to comply
with the Agricultural Mitigation Agreement and statute at 505 ILCs 147/15
et. seq. shall be a violation of this ordinance. Pursuant to 70 ILCS
405/22.02(a), an appropriate impact study shall be required as set out in
the statutory Agricultural Mitigation Agreement which is incorporated
herein as part of the Ordinance.

The Applicant has entered into an Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement
(AIMA) with the Illinois Department of Agriculture and will abide by the listed
conditions. A copy of the fully executed AIMA is included in the Application
as Exhibit C.

Building Codes. All state, and national construction codes shall be
followed. For purposes of this ordinance, the County adopts the National

Page 4 of 13



12.

13.

Electric Code and International Building Code as amended from time to
time. All building materials must comply with recognized industry
standards.

The Project will follow all applicable state and national construction codes,
including the National Electric Code as amended from time to time.
Additionally, all building materials shall comply with recognized industry
standards.

Vegetation and Ground Cover and Weed Control. Any weed control or
planting of vegetation shall prevent Palmer, Amaranthus, and Conyza
weed species, and other weed species that, at the time of application, are
resistant to agricultural herbicides that are commonly used in Illinois. Any
weed control or planting of vegetation shall also be certified to be in
compliance with the Noxious Weed Act, 505 ILCS 100/1 ef seq., to prevent
importation of noxious weeds or harmful vegetation. No soil sterilant shall
be permitted on a solar site.

Facility Owner shall install a Pollinator friendly habitat which shall be
maintained in compliance with the Illinois Department of Natural
Resources Solar Site Pollinator guidelines.

Facility Owner shall install a living buffer of evergreen trees that must be
planted and maintained during the duration of the lifetime of the CSEF
beginning with the commercial operation date. During the Siting
Application process, the County shall determine the species of evergreens
to be planted, the spacing and number of rows to be utilized. Upon
decommissioning it shall be the landowner’s discretion whether the
vegetation screening shall remain. Earth berms or other topographical
features and existing wooded areas may be accepted in lieu or in
combination of the above requirements if they conceal the use from public
view and are maintained.

Applicant has planned the Project in compliance with the above criteria. A
Vegetation Management Plan that follows guidelines for vegetation
management plans established by IDNR and an Operations and Maintenance
Plan is included in the Application as Exhibit E.

All drainage tiles shall be repaired or restored to same or better condition
as when the project began. There will be an inspection for compliance by
an independent inspector chosen by Vermilion County and paid for by the
owner/operator. During construction or operation, any damage to
drainage systems shall be repaired by the Facility Owner or Operator.
Such repair shall be initiated within 30 days of Facility Owner or Operator
being informed of such damage. All repairs shall be performed by a
contractor with offices or facilities in Vermilion County, unless such
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14.

15.

16.

17.

contractor is unable to perform required repairs within the proscribed
time period.

Applicant has planned the Project in compliance with the above criteria. A drain
tile survey has been completed to identify existing drain tiles on site. They are
depicted on the Site Plan provided as Exhibit B of the Application.

JULIE shall be contacted before digging or excavation begins.

The Applicant or their vendor will contact JULIE to locate and mark each
underground utility before digging or excavation begins.

Local drainage districts, if any, shall be contacted prior to any
development on the project site to locate drainage district tiles.

The Applicant has surveyed the land to identify where drain tiles are located so
as to properly avoid them in our design and construction plan. The drain tile
survey is incorporated into the Site Plan provided in Exhibit B of the
Application. The local drainage districts will be notified prior to any
development on the Site.

Annual review and reporting. The applicant, owner, and/or operator of an
CSEF project shall submit to the Vermilion County Board Office on the
first Monday of July of each year following CSEF project approval a
report regarding CSEF maintenance and operation.

The annual review and report requirements are operational in nature. Subject to
the annual review, Applicant has committed compliance with these criteria.

Application Requirements:

A written summary of the project including a general description of the
project, including its nameplate generating capacity.

The name(s), address(s), and phone number(s) of the owner and/or CSEF
operator.

A site plan of the CSEF site showing:

- Boundaries of the site.

- All proposed CSEF structures including, but not limited to, the project
solar panels, substation, interconnect substation, and location and
voltage of any overhead transmission lines

- Property lines:

- Setback lines.
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- The location of any known subsurface drainage tiles, and a statement
describing attempts made to do tile surveys and to otherwise discover
the location of drainage tile locations.

- Identification of any flood zone areas within the project boundaries.

- Location of all existing structures with their uses identified.

- Wetland location, if any.

- Septic systems.

- Wells.

- Existing easements, if any.

Proof of compliance with this solar ordinance and also proof of compliance
with an erosion study by the Soil and Water Conservation District as
defined under 70 ILCS 405/22.02a, and fully executed Agricultural
Mitigation Agreement statute at 505 ILCS 147/15 et seq.

A commercial solar energy facility owner shall provide:

- The results and recommendations from consultation with the Illinois
Department of Natural Resources that are obtained through the
Ecological Compliance Assessment Tool (EcoCAT) or a comparable
successor tool; and

- The results of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's Information for
Planning and Consulting environmental review or a comparable
successor tool that is consistent with (i) the "U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service's Guidelines," if any, and (ii) any applicable U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service solar wildlife guidelines that have been subject to
public review.

- Proof of compliance where required by the County of the
recommendations provided by the Illinois Department of Natural

Resources in an EcoCAT natural resource review report under 17 Ill.
Admin. Code Part 1075.

As part of the application process, Applicant has provided the requisite
information required of this portion of the Ordinance and has met the criteria of
paragraph 17. In addition, the Vermilion County Soil & Water Conservation
District provided the required Natural Resources Inventory Report.

18. The county may require a facility owner to:
(a) Demonstrate avoidance of protected lands as identified by the Illinois

Department of Natural Resources and the Illinois Nature Preserve
Commission; or
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19.

20.

21.

22,

23,

(b) Consider the recommendations of the Illinois Department of Natural
Resources for setbacks from protected lands, including areas identified
by the Illinois Nature Preserve Commission.

The Project is not within any protected zone.

The county may require that a facility owner provide evidence of
consultation with the Illinois State Historic Preservation Office (“SHPO”)
to assess potential impacts on State-registered historic sites under the
Illinois State Agency Historic Resources Preservation Act.

The Applicant has consulted with the State Historic Preservation Office as
indicated in its siting application (Application, Exhibit D). The Project is not
within any protected zone.

Emergency plan. The site and emergency plan shall be submitted to the
local fire protection district(s) and/or department(s) whose jurisdiction is
included in whole or in part within the CSEF project area. Any specialized
training necessary will be provided at the operator's expense and shall be
in person with all local emergency response personnel.

Applicant has provided a draft Emergency Response Plan (Application, Exhibit
F). Applicant shall provide necessary training and equipment to local fire
districts prior to the issuance of any building permits.

All other information as may be requested by the Wind and Solar
Committee.

N/A at this time.

At the sole discretion of the Wind and Solar Committee with the consent
of, or at the direction of, the County Board Chairman, if an independent
engineering or consulting report is required to resolve any disputes, it shall
be the responsibility of the applicant to pay for such engineer or consultant,
provided however that the County shall consult with the applicant and
attempt to resolve any issue prior to incurring any costs.

N/A at this time.
During the public hearing process Applicant shall provide competent
evidence that the CSEF will comply with all requirements of this

Ordinance, all state and federal laws, rules, and regulations.

See above.
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24.

25,

26.

Evidence of the financial ability of the Applicant and/ or Facility Owner to
complete and operate the CSEF.

N/A.
Decommissioning Plan.

Applicant has provided a Decommissioning Plan (Application, Exhibit G).
Applicant has met these criteria. The final Decommissioning Plan is subject to
County Board approval prior to the issuance of any building permits.

Application of Siting Factors:

The factors used to analyze and consider the application shall be this
ordinance, relevant state and federal laws and regulations, and the below
listed factors:

1. The existing uses and, where applicable, zoning of nearby property;

The Site’s current use is agricultural production, specifically soybeans, and
the neighboring properties are also agricultural fields. There are a few
residences in the surrounding area, all of which are further away from the
Project than the ordinance-required 150 feet. The Site and the surrounding
properties are all zoned as Agricultural, where solar is a permitted use.

2. The extent to which property values are diminished;

Applicant’s written application states that a property value report and site-
specific addendum were prepared by CohnReznick for a similar, slightly
larger, 5 MW AC community solar garden proposed in Bureau County in
May of 2024. Within this project-specific addendum, they found that “no
consistent negative impact has occurred to adjacent property values that
could be attributed to proximity to the adjacent solar farm.” Vermilion Solar
3 LLC is located in a similar agricultural community as the project
referenced in the addendum and will similarly not diminish property values.
The overall report stated that, “The conclusions support that there is no
negative impact for improved residential homes adjacent to solar, nor
agricultural acreage.”

In addition, studies performed in LaSalle and Winnebago Counties in
Illinois have concluded that solar PV ground mount arrays had not affected
property values, when comparing the analyzed sale prices of single-family
homes and agricultural land that adjoins solar farms. Overall, the Project
will not diminish the value of land on the surrounding properties.
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3. The extent to which the destruction of property value promotes the
health, safety, morals, or general welfare of the public;

See above #2. The proposed project, based on the statewide methodology
for calculating property taxes for solar energy systems, will generate
approximately $310,019 in property taxes over a 20-year term. Community
solar gardens are low impact and are good neighbors. The Project will not
diminish property values or endanger the safety, morals, or general welfare
of the public. The equipment moves imperceptibly slowly throughout the
day, silently following the sun across the sky to maximize energy yield.
There is no sound, smell, noise, pollution, emission, or other negative
impact attributable to the solar array’s operation.

The project will provide funding in the amount of $5,000 per megawatt
(825,000 total) to local community projects such as agricultural, and work
force development.

Mr. Record testified that his family has owned the farm for the past 24 years.
They plan to return the project back to farming operation. They would like
to do their part to diversify the energy sources. The Project will also assist
in providing income in their retirement years. He owns land on both sides
of the state line, but he does not have any solar projects in Indiana.

4. The relative gain to the public as opposed to the hardship imposed upon
the individual property owner;

The development of clean, renewable energy will benefit the surrounding
community. The Applicant is subscribing individual shares of the solar
garden with local businesses, residents, school districts, low-income
housing authorities and municipalities with long-term contracts to save
money on their electricity bills. The property taxes from the Project will
increase Hoopeston and Vermilion County’s budgets. The property owner
will benefit from diversifying their land’s income stream with stable, non-
price-dependent earnings and continue to keep the land in their family.

5. The suitability of the subject property for the planned purposes;

The subject property is currently in agricultural use and is well suited for its
size, shape, and topography to host a solar array. Not only is it flat, free of
protected natural resources and floodplains, but it is also close to existing
Ameren transmission infrastructure off State Route 9 and down the road
from an Ameren substation. The total site acreage is 80 acres, and only a
28.3 portion of those acres will be utilized for the Project. The remaining
approximately 50 acres will continue to be farmed for agricultural
production. The Project proposes tree screening from the road and the
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northeast, helping to provide a natural buffer between the Project and State
Route 9 and the nearest dwelling.

There is a planned grazing at the site with sheep.

6. The length of time the property has been vacant as currently utilized
considered in the context of land development in the area;

The property has been in agricultural production for row crops for over 40
years and has no structures on Site. The 50 acres not utilized for the Project
will remain in production. After the life of the Project is completed, the
Project will be decommissioned and can return to farmable acreage.

7. The care with which the community has undertaken to plan its land-
use development;

The current use of the site is agricultural and a CSEF is a conditional use in
agricultural zoned areas. After signing a lease with Record Family Farms,
LP in 2022, the Applicant has conducted extensive due diligence on the Site
and with the utility to determine the suitability of the Site for a CSEF. In
addition, on August 8, 2024, the Applicant held a Community Meeting at
the Hoopeston Public Library, where all landowners within 1,000 feet of the
Project parcel were invited to learn more about the Project and community
solar projects. As part of the community benefits package that the Project
will bring to Vermilion County, the Applicant is also dedicated to donating
$25,000 ($5,000 per MW) to a local organization that works in workforce
development programs in the area or energy burden reduction. The
Applicant is dedicated to making a positive impact in the community and
Vermilion County.

8. The community need for the use proposed by the applicant;

A community solar garden is an off-site solar project that generates
electricity to metered accounts through a participating electric utility. For
those utility customers who cannot meet their own energy needs by
installing a solar energy system on-site, a subscription to a community solar
garden provides utility customers with the ability to utilize renewable
energy while saving money on their electric bills. Applicant intends to
subscribe residential, small businesses, government entities, school
districts, and/or commercial and industrial electricity users to this proposed
garden. With rising electricity cost and the need for diversified sources of
electricity, the Project fills that need and will support subscribers to pay less
on their utility bills.

9. The impact on wildlife and wildlife habitat; and
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The Project will not have a negative effect on wildlife or wildlife habitat. In
their review if the Project, the IDNR concluded that “adverse effects are
unlikely” to any threatened or endangered species in the area. The Project
will not require grading or disturbance of the existing drainage as the posts
are driven directly into the ground, without the need for concrete
foundations. The agricultural fence mesh is graded so that small mammals
and other animals can freely move throughout the site. For landscaping,
areas disturbed during construction will be replanted with a native grass
mix, including pollinator-friendly wildflowers, to help keep weeds at bay
and minimize erosion for the life of the Project. The use of native vegetation
and/or pollinator-friendly seed mixes supports the habitat of bees,
butterflies, wasps, flies, beetles, and other pollinator species needed for
agriculture.

10. The impact on drainage facilities and public property.

The Project will not have a negative effect on drainage facilities or public
property. The natural drainage of the Site will not be altered, and culverts
will be included in the access road. Much of the project will be non-
impervious materials, to allow for adequate drainage of the site. Minimal to
no grading will be required for this Project, and therefore existing surface
water drainage and subsurface drainage system will retain existing drainage
patterns. As required by state law under the Project’s executed AIMA, the
Applicant has surveyed the land to identify where drain tiles are located, as
to properly avoid them in our design and construction plan. In addition, the
only public property nearby the Project is the adjacent right of way for State
Route 9, north of the Project. The Applicant has contacted IDOT, and they
provided feedback that they have no issue with the location of the Project’s
access or proposal.

Applicant is required to fix all drain tile damage that occurs pursuant to the
AIMA and the provisions of 55 ILCS 5/5-12020.

VIII. Recommendation

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Vermilion County Wind and Solar
Committee that based on the written application, the testimony, and other evidence
submitted during the hearing, the Vermilion County Wind and Solar Committee
RECOMMENDS APPROVAL, SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS (as attached hereto), of
the Siting Permit Application of VERMILION SOLAR 3 LLC.

PASSED, ADOPTED, AND APPROVED BY THE Vermilion County Wind and Solar
Committee on this 22" day of November, 2024.
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S/

Chair 0

*** END OF DOCUMENT ***
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VERMILION COUNTY, ILLINOIS
WIND & SOLAR COMMITTEE
RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS
VERMILION SOLAR 3, LLC

In addition to all necessary requirements imposed by law or ordinance, the Company, Company,
Owner and/ or Operator shall abide by the following conditions. For purposes of these conditions,
the use of “Company,” “Owner” or “Operator” shall apply to and have the meaning for all such
entities whether referred to collectively or individually. For the purposes of these conditions,
“Vermilion County Zoning Ordinance” includes the “Commercial Solar Energy Facility Siting
Ordinance” and all other relevant zoning regulations of Vermilion County, Illinois. The term
“Project” shall include all equipment utilized in the operation of the Commercial Solar Energy
Facility, including non-essential equipment. The uncured violation of these conditions shall
invalidate the Special Use Permit.

1. Commencement of Special Use

Commencement of Construction of the Vermilion Solar 3, LLC ("Company”) project (“Project”) in
Vermilion County shall begin by December 31, 2026. If any litigation is filed challenging the
approval of the Project, then the time for Commencement of Construction shall be within one year
after termination of the litigation. The time for the Company to substantially complete construction
shall be within 24 months after Commencement of Construction. If the Company fails to begin or
substantially complete construction of the Project, by the applicable date(s) above, then the
special use permit shall expire and become null and void, unless, prior to such expiration, an
extension of time is granted by the Vermilion County Board (“County Board”), upon application by
the Company. As used herein, the term “Commencement of Construction” shall mean the issuance
of Building Permit for a Commercial Solar Energy Facility.

2. Term

The special use for the Project shall be granted for a term of 30 years from the date of the Project
being connected to the electrical grid. Prior to its expiration, the Company may apply to the
County Board to extend the term of the special use.

3. Compliance

Construction and operation of the Project shall be in compliance with all federal, state and local
regulations now or hereafter in effect. The construction and operation of the Project shall conform
to all representations made by the Company in its application and at all public hearings, and these
conditions. In the event of any discrepancy between such representations and these conditions,
these conditions shall control. The site plan layout as presented during the public hearing is the
maximum extent allowed for the Special Use. Expansion of the layout, expansion of the number
of solar panels, increase in the height of the facility (including fencing), and any increase in the
nameplate capacity of the Project is not permitted without seeking and obtaining a separate
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Special Use Permit, necessary decommissioning agreements, necessary road use agreements and
building permits.

4. Construction and Maintenance Hours

Construction and routine maintenance activities for the Project shall be performed according to
the following schedule:

a. Commence no earlier than 7:00 a.m. and cease by 7:00 p.m. during the calendar period
from September 1 through May 31, Monday through Friday.

b. Commence no earlier than 7:00 a.m. and cease by 8:00 p.m. during the calendar period
from June 1 through August 31, Monday through Friday.

C. No construction work shall be performed on Saturday or Sunday, except upon an
emergency basis.

5. Evaluation for Noxious Weeds/ Weed Management Plan

Prior to the issuance of a Building Permit, Company shall perform an assessment of the property
for the presence of noxious weeds, in particular those regulated by the lllinois Noxious Weed Law
(505 ILCS 100/ et seq) and lllinois Exotic Weed Act (525 ILCS 10/ et seq). In addition, to those
weeds specifically regulated by law or administrative code, the Company shall perform an
assessment of the property for all species of Amaranthus, including but not limited to Amaranthus
tuberculatus (waterhemp) and Palmer amaranth (Palmer pigweed, careless weed, etc). Such
assessment shall include the presence and propensity for such weeds to exist on the property,
and a plan for eradication and management of such weeds.

The Company shall development a Landscape Management Plan.

The Weed Management Plan and Landscape Management Plan must be submitted to the
Vermilion County and approved by the Vermilion County Board prior to application for any
Building Permit(s) for any portion of the CSEF.

Company shall utilize contractors local to Vermilion County to comply with this provision, unless
no such contractors can be located within the County. If no such contractor is available within
Vermilion County, Company shall provide proof thereof as part of its annual report to the County.

Failure to properly control weeds upon the Project shall be cause of termination of the Special
Use Permit.

6. Vegetative Screening

Company shall provide vegetative screening to shield the view of all residences on the North, East
and West sides of the Project. Said vegetative screening shall provide year around screening of
the Project from residences on all sides of the Project.

7. Stockpiling of Topsoil

If any topsoil is removed, Company shall retain all topsoil for reuse in the event of
decommissioning in compliance with the Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement (AIMA).
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8. Drainage Tile Survey

Prior to receipt of a Building Permit for any portion of the CSEF, Company shall perform a drainage
tile survey for the presence of any drainage tiles or subsurface structures. Company shall comply
with all provisions of state law regarding the drainage, subsurface drainage structures, and drain
tile investigation and repair of any drainage tiles or structures.

9. Road Agreements

The Company shall enter into all necessary road usage agreements with the County Board and
applicable township road districts, if deemed necessary by the County Engineer. Any applicable
County Road Use Agreement is subject to the terms and conditions of the County Board, and
subject to a separate County Board approval of the same. The County shall not issue any Building
Permits for the Project until after Company has entered into the necessary road usage agreements
with the County Board and applicable township road districts and provided copies thereof to the
County. Any uncured or unwaived material breach of the County road usage agreement or any
township road district agreement by the Company shall constitute a material breach of these
conditions.

The Company may only utilize Public Roads as noted within the Road Use Agreement(s) for the
delivery equipment, components and materials related to the Commercial Solar Energy Facility.

Any financial assurance(s) posted in relation to any Road Use Agreement(s) shall have yearly inflation
increases of a minimum of 3%.

The Road Use Financial Assurance may be released by County two years after the Project reached
its Commercial Operation Date.

10. School Buses and Vehicular Traffic

Company shall comply with restrictions or requirements imposed upon Project construction and
maintenance traffic in order to avoid conflicts with school bus traffic and school bus stops, and
with farm and other vehicular traffic in the Project area. The Company shall continuously maintain
a website throughout the construction period which shall provide updates to the public regarding
the planned traffic pattern at least 72 hours in advance of the planned activity, including areas
that may experience delays during the construction period. Additionally, during the construction
period the Company shall provide the relevant school districts with the planned traffic patterns at
least 72 hours in advance of the planned activity. Any changes to the planned activity may occur
up to 48 hours prior to the planned activity. Any changes must be posted. The Company may
utilize a Facebook or other social media site to satisfy the website requirement.

11. Decommissioning and Security

The Company shall enter into a Decommissioning Agreement with the County prior to the
issuance of Building Permits. Said Decommissioning Financial Assurances shall provide for
inflation protection on a yearly basis of at least 3%.

The Financial Assurances shall be provided by Vermilion Solar 3, LLC, or Pivot Energy.
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12. Liability Insurance

The Company shall maintain liability insurance as required by Vermilion County Zoning
Ordinance/ Solar Energy Facility Siting Ordinance. The Company shall identify participating
landowners in the project as additional insureds under the Company's liability insurance. The
Company shall promptly increase such liability insurance if such amount is increased in the
Vermilion County Zoning Ordinance. The Company shall provide evidence of the insurance to the.
County.

13. Assighment

The Special Use Permit shall not be assignable except upon approval by the County Board and
interest and/or ownership in the Company shall not be assigned or transferred to another party
except upon approval by the County Board. County Board approval under this Paragraph shall not
be unreasonably denied or delayed so long as the assignee or transferee ("Acquirer”)
demonstrates to the County Board adequate financial resources, experience in and capability of
operating a solar energy project, and the Acquirer complies with all conditions hereunder,
agreements and any other applicable local, state or federal requirements.

14. Fire Protection Districts and Emergency Response

Company shall cooperate with all local fire protection districts and provide funding as necessary
for training or for new equipment to prepare the districts to respond to fire and other emergencies
concerning the Project. Company shall assist emergency response agencies in developing an
emergency response plan for the Project. Company shall train their onsite personnel to assist
emergency response agencies for any emergency incident that may occur on or in close vicinity to
solar panels or other structures that are part of this Project. Company shall assist emergency
response agencies in developing an emergency response plan for the Project. This paragraph does
not preclude or restrict emergency response personnel of any governmental or private entity from
performing any rescue activities. Company may enter into agreements with local or other
emergency response agencies to comply with this requirement. Company and its contractors shall
share their emergency response plans and protocols, for both construction and operation of the
Project, with local emergency response agencies. Company shall assist emergency response
agencies in evaluating emergency response training needs and assisting with training of
emergency response personnel in relation to this Project. The Company shall cooperate in
emergency response drills relating to this Project, as part of coordinated training for solar and
emergency response personnel. The Company shall coordinate a bi-annual review of policies,
procedures, drills, training and equipment needs between Company representatives and local
emergency response agencies and provide documentation to the County.

15. Reimbursement for County Expenses

If during the term of the special use and decommissioning period for the Project, the County
retains outside engineers, consultants, contractors, attorneys or other parties, in order for the
County Board to enforce, determine compliance or obtain compliance with applicable laws,
ordinances, regulations, or these conditions, Company shall promptly reimburse the County for
all such expenses.
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16. Validity of Conditions

By applying for Building Permit(s) related to the Project pursuant to the special use granted by
the County Board with these conditions, the Company shall be deemed to waive any and all claims
concerning the lawfulness, authority or reasonableness of any of the conditions set forth herein.

17. Defense Against Claims

In the event the Project, or any other matters relating to the Project, is the subject of a lawsuit or
other legal action against the County, County Board or its officials (including any county officers,
directors, administrators, attorneys or agents), the Company shall reimburse the County for all
reasonable legal fees and other expenses, including expert fees, incurred by the County in
defending such legal action. '

18. Financial Ability to Complete Project

Prior to issuance of a Building Permit for the Project, the Company shall provide to the County
evidence of financial ability to complete and operate the Project.

19. Compliance with IDNR Recommendations

Owner and Operator shall comply with all lllinois Department of Natural Resources
recommendations and suggestions regarding this Project. If a recommendation or suggestion
conflicts with any other provision of the Ordinance or other conditions, the Ordinance or other
condition shall apply.

20. Noise Study

Prior to the issuance of any Building Permits related to the Project, the Company shall provide the
County a study demonstrating compliance with the lllinois Pollution Contro! Board standards.
Such study shall be from a third-party approved by the County and such costs shall be paid by
the Company.

21. Glare Study

Prior to the issuance of any Building Permits related to the Project, the Company shall provide the
County a glare study for this specific Project. If such study demonstrates that glare will negatively
impact roads or nearby residences, the Company shall provide a plan to negate such glare prior
to the issuance of Building Permits.

22. Battery Storage Prohibition
The placement or utilization of Battery Energy Storage System(s) is prohibited.
23. Grading of Site

Any grading of the site shall require dust mitigation plans be employed to mitigate or eliminate
dust upon the site during the construction phase of the Project.
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24. Livestock

To the extent the Project seeks to utilize livestock for grazing at the site, the Applicant shall provide
a Livestock Management Plan consistent with the University of Illinois best practices prior to the
issuance of a Building Permit.

25. Cure Period

Subject to any other provision of these conditions, any alleged breach or violation of the
conditions listed herein, including an alleged failure to comply with any federal, state or local
regulation now or hereafter in effect, and any penalty herein, including termination of rights
granted by or the invalidity of the special use permit, as a result of such breach or violation, shall
be subject to the Company curing or commencing to cure and thereafter diligently pursuing cure
of such breach or violation within 60 days after receipt of written notice from the County of such
breach or violation.

26. Proof of Compliance

Company shall provide any requested proof of compliance with the conditions, the Vermilion
County Zoning Ordinance, or any other rules, laws and regulations to the County upon request.

**END OF DOCUMENT#**

Page 6 of 6



Vermilion County, lilinois
Ordinance No.
Pivot Energy IL 6, LLC

WHEREAS, the Vermilion County Wind and Solar Committee (“Committee”) held a public hearing related
to the Application of Pivot Energy IL 6, LLC (a subsidiary of Pivot Energy) on November 22, 2024;

WHEREAS, the Committee heard evidence regarding the Application and made Findings of Fact and
Recommended Conditions;

WHEREAS, the Committee determined appropriate conditions related to the Project to protect the health,
safety and welfare of the community;

WHEREAS, the Committee has recommended siting approval of the Application of Pivot Energy IL 6, LLC
for the construction of a 3.375 MW(AC) Commercial Solar Energy Facility approximating 18.82 acres of
land at the Intersection of County Road 750 N and Catlin Indianola Road, Vermilion County, lllinois;

WHEREAS, the County finds that the Applicant has materially complied with the requirements of the Solar
Siting Ordinance of Vermilion County;

WHEREAS, the County has reviewed the Findings of Fact and Recommended Conditions, attached hereto
as Exhibit A and adopts said written Findings of Fact and Conditions as part of its Ordinances;

WHEREAS, the Applicant must submit to the County a request for a building permit prior to the
construction of said Commercial Solar Energy Facility;

WHEREAS, prior to the approval of a building permit for the Project, and during all phases of operation,
the County finds that certain conditions are in the best interests of the County and to protect the health,
safety and welfare of the citizens; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Vermilion County Board that the Findings of Fact are well
founded and adopted hereto, and that Siting Application of Pivot Energy IL 6, LLC is approved subject to
conditions and continued compliance with State law and the County’s Siting Ordinance.

PRESENTED, APPROVED, and RESOLVED by the County Board of Vermilion County, lllinois at its December
10, 2024, session.

DATED, this 10th day of December 2024.

AYE NAY ABSENT

Chair, Vermilion County Board
ATTEST:

Clerk of the County Board



Vermilion County Hind and Solar Committee

Findings of Fact and Recommendation to vVermilion County Board

RE: Pivot Energy IL 6, LLC Application for Siting Approval of a 3.875 HH
(AC) Commercial Energy Solar Facility, approximating 168.82 acres located at
the Intersection of County Road 750 N and Catlin Indianols Road, vermilion

County, IL

Date: November 22, 2024

II.

III.

v,

Applicant

The Applicant for this siting approval is Pivot Energy IL 6 LLC, a
subsidiary of Pivot Energy (hereinafter individually or collectively
referred to as “Applicant™).

Project Summary

Applicant proposes to construct and operate a 3.375 MW AC solar
facility located at the intersection of County Road 750 N and Catlin
Indianola Road, vermilion County, IL 61817. The Project is proposed to
be sited on approximately 18.82 acres of leased agricultural land owned
by Ronald W. Howard and Karla K. Howard, parcel number 27-34-200-005.

fipplication

The written Application is kept on file with the vermilion County Board
Office located at 201 N. vermilion St., 2" Flgor, Danville, IL 61832.
All evidence received during the public hearing process is retained at
the same office. The publication for the public notice of this Praoject
was done in the News-Gazette, a newspaper of general circulation in
the community.

Public Hearing Process
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VI.

A public hearing was held pursuant to notice and pursuant to the
requirements of 55 ILCS 5/5-12029. The public hearing occurred at the
vermilion County Board Room, 201 N. Vermilion St., 2" Floor, Danville,
IL 61832. The Application was called for hearing, the Applicant
submitted the evidence and was subject to examination by the Vermilion
County Wind and Solar Committee (hereinafter “Committee”) and members
of the public. At the conclusion of the hearing the Committee
deliberated as to the issues presented, made Findings of Fact as
memorialized herein, provided recommended conditions, and made 3
Recommendation to the County Board.

Applicable Standards

The Applicable standards for this Committee’s consideration are the
Siting Ordinance for Commercial Solar Energy Facilities, including the
factors so listed below in part VII.

Evidence

The evidence presented is reflected in record including the transcript
of the record and the exhibits as noted herein.

Lauren Gelmetti - Project Manager of Pivot Energy

Elizabeth Reddington - Vice President of Project Development
Ronald Howard -~ landowner

Karla Howard -- landouner

* Group Exhibit
0 Exhibit

1 - Siting Application
A: Lease Agreement and Deed
Exhibit B: Site Plan
Exhibit C: Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement
Exhibit D: vegetation Management Plan
Exhibit E: Agency Correspondence
Exhibit F: Natural Resource Information Report (NRIR)
Exhibit G: Emergency Plan
Exhibit H: Decommissioning Plan
0 Attachment 1: 2022 Administrative Application
e Exhibit 2 - Proof of Publication
¢ Exhibit 3 - PowerPoint Presentation of Pivot Energy

O 0O 0O O 0 O O
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VII.

¢ Exhibit 4 - Letters in Support
¢ Exhibit 5 - vermilion County Soil & Water Conservation District
Natural Resources Inventory Report

Findings of Fact

The Committee has considered the Ordinance requirements and the facts
presented by the developer in its Application and in its presentation
during the public hearing.

1. Helight. Shall not exceed 20 feet at maximum tilt of the solar
panel(s).

Modules will not exceed 12 feet at the highest point. Based on
said representation, Applicant has met these criteris.

2. No Commerclal Solar Energy Facllity (“CSEF”) shall be built on
any lot less than 5 acres In size.

The leased area is 18.82 acres on parcel number 27-34-208-005.
Applicant has met the above criteria.

3. Setbacks. The CSEF shall be sited as follows, with setback
distances measured from the nearest edge of any component of the
facility:

Occupled community bulldings and dwellings on
nonparticipating property: 150 feet to the nearest point
on the outside wall of the structure.

Nonparticipating residences: 15¢ feet to the nearest point
on the outside wall of the structure.

Boundary line of participating property: 50 feet to the
nearest point on the property line of the participating
property.

Boundary lines of nonparticipating property: 5S¢ feet to
the nearest point on the oproperty line of the
nonparticipating property.

Public road right of ways: 58 feet the nearest edge of the
public road right-of-way.
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fpplicant has provided public hearing testimony and a Siting
Permit Site Plan Set (Application, Exhibit B} demonstrating
setbacks which meet the above criteria.

Fencing. & locked fence of at least 6 feet In height but no
greater than 25 feet shall enclose the CSEF.

The perimeter of the Project site will be secured by 8° tall
game fence. The Project fencing will be a 6’ minimum height and
will not exceed 25° maximum height. Accordingly, the above
criteria are met.

. Lighting. If lighting is provided at the project, lighting shall

be shielded and douncast such that the light does not spill onto
the adjacent parcel.

The Project does not propose any lighting. Accordingly, the above
criteria are met.

Noise. Noise levels measured at the property line shall comply
with standards set out by the Illinois Pollution Control Board
(“IPCB™). Noise levels may be enforced by vermilion County, or
any other regulatory body.

The aApplicant did not provide a noise study. The Project will
comply with all limitations established by the IPCB. A noise
study will be reguired as part of the Building Permit. Testimony
was provided that the Project will not be violative of the
Illinois Pollution Control Board limit.

. Installation and Design. The CSEF shall be designed and located

in order to prevent glare toward any inhabited bulldings on
adjacent properties as well as adjacent highways. Placement of
the generator or nolse producing electrical equipment shall be
placed at the center of the project to the extent practical.

The Project array is designed to absorb sunlight rather than
deflect it. The Project has been designed and located to prevent
glare toward any inhabitant or building or adjacent properties
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or adjacent highways. Project electrical equipment is located at
the center of the array and will not be audible to nearby
properties or at the fence line. Utilizing such measures, the
Project should not adversely affect nearby properties or traffic.

8. All wiring between solar panels and the solar farm facllity
substation shall be underground whenever possible.

All wiring running between the Project array will be buried to
the greatest extent possible. The Project proposes underground
electrical lines that will be buried to the furthest extent
reasonable and will interconnect into existing Ameren Illinois
utility infrastructure. The Applicant has met these criteria.

9. Outdoor Storage. Only the outdoor storage of materlals, vehicles,
and equipment that directly support the operation and maintenance
of the solar farm shall be allowed.

There is no outdoor storage proposed for the operation of the
Project.

10.Proof an Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement (“AIMA”) has
been executed with the Illinols Department of Agriculture.
Fallure to comply with the Agricultural Hitigation Agreement and
statute at 505 ILCs 147/15 et. seq. shall be a violation of this
ordinance. Pursuant to 70 ILCS 405/22.62a an appropriate impact
study shall be required as set out in the statutory Agricultural
Mitigation Agreement which is incorporated herein as part of
this ordinance.

The Applicant has entered into an Agricultural Impact Mitigation
Agreement (AIMA) with the Illincis Department of Agriculture and
will abide by the listed conditions. A copy of the fully executed
AIMA is included in the Application as Exhibit C.

11.Bullding Codes. All state, and national construction codes shall

be followed. For purposes of this ordinance, the County adopts
the National Electric Code and International Bullding Code as
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12,

amended from time to time. ALl building materials must comply
with recognized industry standards.

The project will follow all applicable state and national
construction codes, including the National Electric Code as
amended from time to time. Additionally, all building materials
shall comply with recognized industry standards.

Vegetation and Ground Cover and Heed Control. Any weed control
or planting of vegetation shall prevent Palmer, Amaranthus, and
Conyza weed specles, and other weed species that, at the time of
application, are resistant to agricultural herbicides that are
commonly used in Illinois. Any weed control or planting of
vegetation shall also be certifled to be in compliance with the
Noxious Heed Act, 505 ILCS 100/1 et seq., to prevent importation
of noxlous weeds or harmful vegetation. No soll sterilant shall
be permitted on a solar site.

Facility Owner shall install a Pollinator friendly habitat which
shall be maintained in compliance with the Illinois Department
of Natural Resources Solar Site Pollinator guidelines.

Facility Ouwner shall install a living buffer of evergreen trees
that must be planted and maintained during the duration of the
lifetime of the CSEF beginning with the commercial operation
date. During the Siting Application process, the County shall
determine the species of evergreens to be planted, the spacing
and number of rows to be utilized. Upon decommissioning it shall
be the landouner’s discretion whether the vegetation screening
shall remain. Earth berms or other topographical features and
existing wooded areas may be accepted in lieu or in combinatlion
of the above requirements if they conceal the use from public
view and are maintained.

fipplicant has planned the Project in compliance with the above
criteria. A Vegetation Management Plan that follows guidelines
for vegetation management plans established by IDNR and an
Operations and Maintenance Plan is included in the Application
as Exhibit D.
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13.Al11 drainage tiles shall be repalred or restored to same or
better condition as when the project began. There will be an
inspection for compliance by an independent inspector chosen by
vVermilion County and paid for by the ouwner/operator. During
construction or operation, any damage to drainage sustems shall
be repaired by the Facility Owner or Operator. Such repair shall
be initiated within 3@ days of Facility Ouner or Operator being
informed of such damage. All repairs shall be performed by a
contractor with offices or facilities in Vermilion County, unless
such contractor is unsble to perform required repairs within the
proscribed time period.

fipplicant has planned the Project in compliance with the above
criteria. A drain tile survey has been completed to identify
existing drain tiles on site. They are depicted on the Site Plan
provided as Exhibit 8 of the Application.

14.JULIE shall be contacted before digging or excavation begins.

The Applicant or their vendor will contact JULIE to locate and
mark each underground utility before digging or excavation
begins.

15.Local dralnage districts, if any, shall be contacted prior to
any development on the project site to locate dralnage district
tiles.

The Applicant has surveyed the land to identify where drain tiles
are located so as to properly avoid them in our design and
construction plan. The drain tile survey is incorporated into
the Site Plan provided in Exhibit B of the Application. The local
drainage districts will be notified prior to any development on
the Site.

16.Annual review and reporting. The applicant, owner, and/or
operator of an CSEF project shall submit to the vermilion County
Board Office on the first Monday of July of each year following
CSEF project approval a report regarding CSEF maintenance and
operatlion.
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17

The annual review and report reguirements are operational in
nature. Subject to the annual review, Applicant has committed to
compliance with these criteria,

.Application Requirements:

A written summary of the proJject including a general description
of the project, Including its nameplate generating capacity.

The name(s), address(s}, and phone number(s) of the cuner and/or
CSEF operator.

A site plan of the CSEF site showing:

- Boundaries of the site.

- All proposed CSEF structures including, but not limited to,
the project solar panels, substation, interconnect
substation, &and location and voltage of &ny overhead
transmission lines

- Property lines.

- Setback lines.

- The location of any knoun subsurface drainage tiles, and a
statement describing attempts made to do tile surveys and to
otherwise discover the locatlon of drainage tile locations.

- Identification of any flood zone areas within the project
boundaries.

- Location of all existing structures with thelr uses
ldentified.

- Hetland location, if anu.

- Septlc systems.

- Hells.

- Existing easements, if anu.

Proof of compliance with this solar ordinance and also proof of
compliance with en erosion studu by the Soll and Hater
Conservation District as defined under 70 ILCS 405/22.02a, and
fully executed Agricultural Mitigation Agreement statute at 505
ILCS 147715 et seq.

A commerclial solar energy facillty owner shall provide:
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8.

19.

- The results and recommendations from consultation with the
Illinois Department of Natural Resources that are obtained
through the Ecological Compliance Assessment Tool (EcoCAT) or
a comparable successor tool; and

- The results of the U.S. Fish and Hildlife Service's
Information for Planning end Consulting environmental review
or & comparable successor tool that is consistent with (1)
the "U.8. Fish and Wildlife Service's Guidelines," if any,
and (11) any applicable U.8. Fish and Hildlife Service solar
wildlife guidelines that have been subject to public review.

- Proof of compliance where required by the County of the
recommendations provided by the Illinois Department of
Natural Resources in an EcoCAT natural resource review report
under 17 Ill. Admin. Code Part 1075.

As part of the application process, Applicant has provided the
reguisite information reguired of this portion of the ordinance
and has met the criteria of paragraph 17.

The county may require a facility ouwner to:

(a)Demonstrate avoidance of protected lands as identified by the
Illinols Department of Natural Resources and the Illinois
Nature Preserve Commission; or

(b)Consider the recommendations of the Illinois Department of
Natural Resources for setbacks from protected lands,
including areas ldentified by the Illinoils Nature Preserve
Commission.

The Project is not within anhy protected zone.

The county may require that & facility owner provide evidence of
consultation with the Illinois State Historic Preservation
office (“SHPO”) to assess potential impacts on State-registered
historic sites under the Illinois State Agency Historic Resources
Preservation Act.
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The Applicant has consulted with the State Historic Preservation
Office as indicated in its siting spplication (Application,
Exhibit E). The Project is not within any protected zone.

208.Emergency plan. The site and emergency plan shall be submitted

21,

22.

23.

24.

to the local fire protection district(s) and/or department(s)
wvhose Jjurisdiction is included in whole or in part within the
CSEF project area. Any speclallized training necessary will be
provided at the operator's expense and shall be in person with
all local emergency response personnel.

fpplicant has provided an Emergency Response Plan (Application,
Exhibit G). applicant shall provide necessary training and
equipment to local fire districts prior to the issuance of any
building permits.

All other Information as may be requested by the Hind and Solar
Committee.

N/A at this time.

At the sole discretion of the Hind and Solar Committee with the
consent of, or at the directlon of, the County Board Chairman,
if an independent engineering or consulting report is required
to resolve any disputes, it shall be the responsibility of the
applicent to pay for such engineer or consultant, provided
however that the County shall consult with the applicant and
attempt to resolve any issue prior to incurring any costs.

N/A at this time.

During the public hearing process Applicent shall provide
competent evidence +that the CSEF will comply with all
requirements of this Ordinance, all state and federal laws, rules
and regulations.

See aghove.

Evidence of the flnanclal ability of the Applicant and/ or
Facility Owner to complete and operate the CSEF.
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N/A at this time.

25.Decommissioning Plan.

Applicant has provided a Decommissioning Plan (Application,
Exhibit H). Applicant has met these criteria. The final
Decommissioning Plan is subject to County Board approval prior
to the issuance of any building permits.

26.Application of Siting Factors:

The factors used to analyze and consider the application shall
be this ordinance, relevant state and federal laws sand
regulations, and the below listed factors:

1.

The existing uses and, where applicable, zoning of nearby
property;

The Site’s current use is agricultural production and the
neighboring properties are also agricultural fields. There
are a few residences in the surrounding area, all of which
are further away from the Project than the ordinance-required
150 feet. The Site and the surrounding properties are all
zoned as Agricultural, where solar is a permitted use.

The extent to which property values are diminished:

Applicant’s written application states that a property value
report and site-specific addendum were prepared by
CohnReznick for a similar, slightly larger, S MW AC community
solar garden proposed in Bureau County in May of 2024, Within
this project-specific addendum, they found that “no
consistent negative impact has occurred to adjacent property
values that could be attributed to proximity to the adjacent
solar farm.” Pivot Energy IL 6 LLC is located in a similar
agricultural community as the project referenced in the
addendum and will similarly not diminish property values. The
overall report stated that, “The conclusions support that
there is no negative impact for improved residential homes
adjacent to solar, nor agricultural acreage.”
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In addition, studies performed in LaSalle and Hinnebago
Counties in Illinois have concluded that solar PV ground mount
arrays had not affected property values, when comparing the
analyzed sale prices of single-family homes and agricultural
land that adjoins solar farms. Overall, the Project will not
diminish the value of land on the surrounding properties.

The extent to which the destruction of property value promotes
the health, safety, morals, or general welfare of the public;

See above #2. The proposed project, based on the statewide
methodology for calculating property taxes for solar energy
systems, will generate approximately $248,363 in property
taxes over a 2e-year term. Community solar gardens are low
impact and are good neighbors. The Project will not diminish
property values or endanger the safety, morals, or general
welfare of the public. The equipment moves imperceptibly
slowly throughout the day, silently following the sun across
the sky to maximize energy yield. There is no sound, smell,
noise, pollution, emission, or other negative impact
attributable to the solar array’s operation.

Continued agricultural use will include sheep grazing. There
are no objections on file with the County and 1 letter in
support.

The community investment will be approximately $16,000 toward
causes in the community.

The Project’s southwest corner at Catlin Indianola Rd./County
Rd 750N poses a potential safety issue. The Applicant is
amenable to a condition requiring further evaluation by the
relevant authority.

Applicant has solar panels at home. They are happy with the
solar panels at their home.

. The relative gain to the public as opposed to the hardship

imposed upon the individual property ouner;
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The development of clean, renewable energy will benefit the
surrounding community. The Applicant is subscribing
individual shares of the solar garden with local businesses,
residents, school districts, low-income housing authorities
and municipalities with long-term contracts to save money on
their electricity bills. The Property taxes from the project
will increase Carroll Township’s and Vermilion County’s
budgets. The property owner will benefit from diversifying
their land’s income stream with stable, non-price-dependent
earnings and continue to keep the land in their family.

The sultability of the subject property for the planned
purposes;

The subject property is currently in agricultural use and is
well suited for its size, shape and topography to host a solar
array. It is also close to existing Ameren transmission
infrastructure on County Road 75¢ N and near an Ameren
substation. The Project proposes tree screening along the
northern and eastern boundaries to minimize visual impacts to
the nearby dwellings.

The length of time the property has been vacant as currently
utilized considered in the context of land development in the
area;

The property is in agricultural production and has no
structures on Site. After the life of the Project is
completed, the Project will be decommissioned and the rested
land can return to farmable acreage.

The care with which the community has undertaken to plan its
land-use development:

The current use of the site is agricultural and a CSEF is a
conditional use in agricultural zoned areas. After signing a
lease with the Howards in 2022, the Applicant has conducted
extensive due diligence on the Site and with the utility to
determine the suitability of the Site for a CSEF. The
Applicant is also dedicated to donating $15,000 ($5,000 per
MHAC) to a local organization that works in workforce
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development programs in the area, burden reduction, or land
stewardship. The Applicant is dedicated to making a positive
impact in the community and Vermilion County.

. The community need for the use proposed by the applicant;

A community solar garden is an off-site solar project that
generates electricity to metered accounts through a
participating electric utility. For those utility customers
who cannot meet their own energy needs by installing a solar
energy system on-site, a subscription to a community solar
garden provides utility customers with the ability to utilize
renewable energy while saving money on their electric bills.
Pivot Energy intends +to subscribe residential, small
businesses, government entities, school districts, and/or
commercial and industrial electricity users to this proposed
garden. With rising electricity cost and the need for
diversified sources of electricity, the Project fills that
need and will support subscribers to pay less on their utility
bills.

The impact on wildlife and wildlife habitat; and

The Project will not have a negative effect on wildlife or
wildlife habitat. In their review if the Project, the IDNR
concluded that “adverse effects are unlikely” to any
threatened or endangered species in the area. The Project
will not reqguire grading or disturbance of the existing
drainage as the posts are driven directly into the ground,
without the need for concrete foundations. The agricultural
fence mesh is graded so that small mammals and other animals
can freely move throughout the site. For landscaping, areas
disturbed during construction will be replanted with a native
grass mix, including pollinator-friendly wildflowers, to help
keep weeds at bay and minimize erosion for the life of the
Project. The use of native vegetation and/or pollinator-
friendly seed mixes supports the habitat of bees, butterflies,
wasps, flies, beetles, and other pollinator species needed
for agriculture.

1e.The impact on drainage facilities and public property.
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The Project will not have a negative effect on drainage
facilities or public property. The natural drainage of the
Site will not be altered, and culverts will be included in
the access road, if necessary. Much of the project will be
pervious materials, to allow for adequate drainage of the
Site. Minimal to no grading will be required for this Project,
and therefore existing surface water drainage and subsurface
drainage system will retain existing drainage patterns. As
required by state law under the Project’s executed AIMA, the
Applicant has surveyed the land to identify where drain tiles
are located, as to properly avoid them in our design and
construction plan. In addition, regarding public property
nearby, the Project is adjacent to County Road 758 N, sauth
of the Project. The Applicant will work with the County and
Carroll Township to confirm jurisdiction of the road and make
sure to solicit feedback on the location of the Project’s
access proposal.

Applicant is reguired to fix all drain tile damage that occurs
pursuant to the AIMA and the provisions of 55 ILCS 5/5-12629.

VIII. Recommendat ion

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Vermilion County Wind and Solar
Committee that based on the written application, the testimony, and
other evidence submitted during the hearing, the vermilion County Wind
and Solar Committee RECOMMENDS APPROVAL, SUBJECT TO CONDITIONS (as
attached hereto), of the Siting Permit Application of PIVOT ENERGY IL
6 LLC.

PASSED, ADOPTED, AND APPROVED BY \THE Vermilion County HWind and Solar
Committee on this 2% _day of b bec 2024.

______ ’

1§fé::::i‘)rf;i——1%///

Chair
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VERMILION COUNTY, ILLINOIS
RECOMMENDED CONDITIONS
PIVOT ENERGY IL 6, LLC

In addition to all necessary requirements imposed by law or ordinance, the Company, Company,
Owner and/ or Operator shall abide by the following conditions. For purposes of these conditions,
the use of “Company,” “Owner” or “Operator” shall apply to and have the meaning for all such
entities whether referred to collectively or individually. For the purposes of these conditions,
“Vermilion County Zoning Ordinance” includes the “Commercial Solar Energy Facility Siting
Ordinance” and all other relevant zoning regulations of Vermilion County, lllinois. The term
“Project” shall include all equipment utilized in the operation of the Commercial Solar Energy
Facility, including non-essential equipment. The uncured violation of these conditions shall
invalidate the Special Use Permit.

1. Commencement of Special Use

Commencement of Construction of the Pivot Energy IL 6, LLC (“Company”) project (“Project”) in
Vermilion County shall begin by December 31, 2026. If any litigation is filed challenging the
approval of the Project, then the time for Commencement of Construction shall be within one year
after termination of the litigation. The time for the Company to substantially complete construction
shall be within 24 months after Commencement of Construction. If the Company fails to begin or
substantially complete construction of the Project, by the applicable date(s) above, then the
special use permit shall expire and become null and void, unless, prior to such expiration, an
extension of time is granted by the Vermilion County Board (“County Board"”), upon application by
the Company. As used herein, the term “Commencement of Construction” shall mean the issuance
of Building Permit for a Commercial Solar Energy Facility.

2. Term

The special use for the Project shall be granted for a term of 30 years from the date of the Project
being connected to the electrical grid. Prior to its expiration, the Company may apply to the
County Board to extend the term of the special use.

3. Compliance

Construction and operation of the Project shall be in compliance with all federal, state and local
regulations now or hereafter in effect. The construction and operation of the Project shall conform
to all representations made by the Company in its application and at all public hearings, and these
conditions. In the event of any discrepancy between such representations and these conditions,
these conditions shall control. The site plan layout as presented during the public hearing is the
maximum extent allowed for the Special Use. Expansion of the layout, expansion of the number
of solar panels, increase in the height of the facility (including fencing), and any increase in the
nameplate capacity of the Project is not permitted without seeking and obtaining a separate
Special Use Permit, necessary decommissioning agreements, necessary road use agreements and
building permits.
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4. Construction and Maintenance Hours

Construction and routine maintenance activities for the Project shall be performed according to
the following schedule:

a. Commence no earlier than 7:00 a.m. and cease by 7:00 p.m. during the calendar period
from September 1 through May 31, Monday through Friday.

b. Commence no earlier than 7:00 a.m. and cease by 8:00 p.m. during the calendar period
from June 1 through August 31, Monday through Friday.

C. No construction work shall be performed on Saturday or Sunday, except upon an
emergency basis.

5. Evaluation for Noxious Weeds/ Weed Management Plan

Prior to the issuance of a Building Permit, Company shall perform an assessment of the property
for the presence of noxious weeds, in particular those regulated by the Illinois Noxious Weed Law
(505 ILCS 100/ et seq) and lllinois Exotic Weed Act (525 ILCS 10/ et seq). In addition, to those
weeds specifically regulated by law or administrative code, the Company shall perform an
assessment of the property for all species of Amaranthus, including but not limited to Amaranthus
tuberculatus (waterhemp) and Palmer amaranth (Palmer pigweed, careless weed, etc). Such
assessment shall include the presence and propensity for such weeds to exist on the property,
and a plan for eradication and management of such weeds.

The Company shall development a Landscape Management Plan.

The Weed Management Plan and Landscape Management Plan must be submitted to the
Vermilion County and approved by the Vermilion County Board prior to application for any
Building Permit(s) for any portion of the CSEF.

Company shall utilize contractors local to Vermilion County to comply with this provision, unless
no such contractors can be located within the County. If no such contractor is available within
Vermilion County, Company shall provide proof thereof as part of its annual report to the County.

Failure to properly control weeds upon the Project shall be cause of termination of the Special
Use Permit.

6. Vegetative Screening

Company shall provide vegetative screening to shield the view of all residences and public rights-
of-way. Said vegetative screening shall provide year around screening of the Project from
residences on all sides of the Project.

7. Stockpiling of Topsoil

If any topsoil is removed, Company shall retain all topsoil for reuse in the event of
decommissioning in compliance with the Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement (AIMA).
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8. Drainage Tile Survey

Prior to receipt of a Building Permit for any portion of the CSEF, Company shall perform a drainage
tile survey for the presence of any drainage tiles or subsurface structures. Company shall comply
with all provisions of state law regarding the drainage, subsurface drainage structures, and drain
tile investigation and repair of any drainage tiles or structures.

9. Road Agreéments

The Company shall enter into all necessary road usage agreements with the County Board and
applicable township road districts, if deemed necessary by the County Engineer. Any applicable
County Road Use Agreement is subject to the terms and conditions of the County Board, and
subject to a separate County Board approval of the same. The County shall not issue any Building
Permits for the Project until after Company has entered into the necessary road usage agreements
with the County Board and applicable township road districts and provided copies thereof to the
County. Any uncured or unwaived material breach of the County road usage agreement or any
township road district agreement by the Company shall constitute a material breach of these
conditions.

The Company may only utilize Public Roads as noted within the Road Use Agreement(s) for the
delivery equipment, components and materials related to the Commercial Solar Energy Facility.

Any financial assurance(s) posted in relation to any Road Use Agreement(s) shall have yearly inflation
increases of a minimum of 3%.

The Road Use Financial Assurance may be released by County two years after the Project reached
its Commercial Operation Date.

10. School Buses and Vehicular Traffic

Company shall comply with restrictions or requirements imposed upon Project construction and
maintenance traffic in order to avoid conflicts with school bus traffic and school bus stops, and
with farm and other vehicular traffic in the Project area. The Company shall continuously maintain
a website throughout the construction period which shall provide updates to the public regarding
the planned traffic pattern at least 72 hours in advance of the planned activity, including areas
that may experience delays during the construction period. Additionally, during the construction
period the Company shall provide the relevant school districts with the planned traffic patterns at
least 72 hours in advance of the planned activity. Any changes to the planned activity may occur
up to 48 hours prior to the planned activity. Any changes must be posted. The Company may
utilize a Facebook or other social media site to satisfy the website requirement.

11. Decommissioning and Security

The Company shall enter into a Decommissioning Agreement with the County prior to the
issuance of Building Permits. Said Decommissioning Financial Assurances shall provide for
inflation protection on a yearly basis of at least 3%.
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The Financial Assurances shall be provided by Pivot Energy IL 6, LLC and Pivot Energy; Pivot Energy
shall be responsible for the maintenance of the Decommissioning Financial Assurance unless and
until such time as the Project entity is divested pursuant to Paragraph 14.

12. Liability Insurance

The Company shall maintain liability insurance as required by Vermilion County Zoning
Ordinance/ Solar Energy Facility Siting Ordinance. The Company shall identify participating
landowners in the project as additional insureds under the Company's liability insurance. The
Company shall promptly increase such liability insurance if such amount is increased in the
Vermilion County Zoning Ordinance. The Company shall provide evidence of the insurance to the.
County.

13. Assignment

The Special Use Permit shall not be assignable except upon approval by the County Board and
interest and/or ownership in the Company shall not be assigned or transferred to another party
except upon approval by the County Board. County Board approval under this Paragraph shall not
be unreasonably denied or delayed so long as the assignee or transferee ("Acquirer”)
demonstrates to the County Board adequate financial resources, experience in and capability of
operating a solar energy project, and the Acquirer complies with all conditions hereunder,
agreements and any other applicable local, state or federal requirements.

14. Fire Protection Districts and Emergency Response

Company shall cooperate with all local fire protection districts and provide funding as necessary
for training or for new equipment to prepare the districts to respond to fire and other emergencies
concerning the Project. Company shall assist emergency response agencies in developing an
emergency response plan for the Project. Company shall train their onsite personnel to assist
emergency response agencies for any emergency incident that may occur on or in close vicinity to
solar panels or other structures that are part of this Project. Company shall assist emergency
response agencies in developing an emergency response plan for the Project. This paragraph does
not preclude or restrict emergency response personnel of any governmental or private entity from
performing any rescue activities. Company may enter into agreements with local or other
emergency response agencies to comply with this requirement. Company and its contractors shall
share their emergency response plans and protocols, for both construction and operation of the
Project, with local emergency response agencies. Company shall assist emergency response
agencies in evaluating emergency response training needs and assisting with training of
emergency response personnel in relation to this Project. The Company shall cooperate in
emergency response drills relating to this Project, as part of coordinated training for solar and
emergency response personnel. The Company shall coordinate a bi-annual review of policies,
procedures, drills, training and equipment needs between Company representatives and local
emergency response agencies and provide documentation to the County.

15. Reimbursement for County Expenses

If during the term of the special use and decommissioning period for the Project, the County
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retains outside engineers, consultants, contractors, attorneys or other parties, in order for the
County Board to enforce, determine compliance or obtain compliance with applicable laws,
ordinances, regulations, or these conditions, Company shall promptly reimburse the County for
all such expenses.

16. Validity of Conditions

By applying for Building Permit(s) related to the Project pursuant to the special use granted by
the County Board with these conditions, the Company shall be deemed to waive any and all claims
concerning the lawfulness, authority or reasonableness of any of the conditions set forth herein.

17. Defense Against Claims

In the event the Project, or any other matters relating to the Project, is the subject of a lawsuit or
other legal action against the County, County Board or its officials (including any county officers,
directors, administrators, attorneys or agents), the Company shall reimburse the County for all
reasonable legal fees and other expenses, including expert fees, incurred by the County in
defending such legal action.

18. Financial Ability to Complete Project

Prior to issuance of a Building Permit for the Project, the Company shall provide to the County
evidence of financial ability to complete and operate the Project.

19. Compliance with IDNR Recommendations

Owner and Operator shall comply with all Illinois Department of Natural Resources
recommendations and suggestions regarding this Project. If a recommendation or suggestion
conflicts with any other provision of the Ordinance or other conditions, the Ordinance or other
condition shall apply.

20. Noise Study

Prior to the issuance of any Building Permits related to the Project, the Company shall provide the
County a study demonstrating compliance with the lllinois Pollution Control Board standards.
Such study shall be from a third-party approved by the County and such costs shall be paid by
the Company.

21. Glare Study

Prior to the issuance of any Building Permits related to the Project, the Company shall provide the
County a glare study for this specific Project. If such study demonstrates that glare will negatively
impact roads or nearby residences, the Company shall provide a plan to negate such glare prior
to the issuance of Building Permits.

22. Battery Storage Prohibition

The placement or utilization of Battery Energy Storage System(s) is prohibited.
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23. Grading of Site

Any grading of the site shall require dust mitigation plans be employed to mitigate or eliminate
dust upon the site during the construction phase of the Project.

24. Redesign of SW Corner of Project

Given the Project layout, Applicant shall consult with IDOT, County Engineer and Township Road
Commissioner to discuss site lines at the corner to ensure safety for the vehicular traffic. If so
requested by the IDOT, County Engineer and/or Township Road Commissioner, a reasonable
redesign of the area at the SW corner of the Project will be provided prior to the issuance of the
Building Permit to account for traffic safety.

25. Livestock

To the extent the Project seeks to utilize livestock for grazing at the site, the Applicant shall provide
a Livestock Management Plan consistent with the University of Hllinois best practices prior to the
issuance of a Building Permit.

26. Cure Period

Subject to any other provision of these conditions, any alleged breach or violation of the
conditions listed herein, including an alleged failure to comply with any federal, state or local
regulation now or hereafter in effect, and any penalty herein, including termination of rights
granted by or the invalidity of the special use permit, as a result of such breach or violation, shall
be subject to the Company curing or commencing to cure and thereafter diligently pursuing cure
of such breach or violation within 60 days after receipt of written notice from the County of such
breach or violation.

27. Proof of Compliance

Company shall provide any requested proof of compliance with the conditions, the Vermilion
County Zoning Ordinance, or any other rules, laws and regulations to the County upon request.

***END OF DOCUMENT***
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Vermilion County, lllinois
Resolution No.
Resolution Approving Vegetation Management Plan for CVE US IL Ridge Farm 324, LLC

WHEREAS, CVE US IL Ridge Farm 324, LLC was approved for the construction and operation for a
Commercial Solar Energy Facility pursuant to Ordinance 24-0516 (“Ordinance”);

WHEREAS, the Ordinance approving the Commercial Solar Energy Facility included conditions requiring a
Vegetation Management Plan to be approved by the County Board;

WHEREAS, the developer has provided the attached Exhibit A as its Vegetation Management Plan dated
October 2024 (aka Maintenance and Monitoring Plan for Vegetation Management and Landscape
Management); and

WHEREAS, the plan was prepared by Kimley Horn, qualified engineers.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Vermilion County Board that the attached Maintenance and
Monitoring Plan for Vegetation Management and Landscape Management (Ex. A) is approved and CVE US
IL Ridge Farm 324, LLC, shall substantially comply with the submitted plan.

PRESENTED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED by the County Board of Vermilion County, lllinois this January 14,
2025.

PRESENT AYES NAYS ABSTAIN

Chair, Vermilion County Board
ATTEST:

Clerk of the County Board
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Vermilion County, lllinois
Resolution No.
Resolution Approving Vegetation Management Plan for Ridge Farm Renewables, LLC

WHEREAS, Ridge Farm Renewables, LLC was approved for the construction and operation for a
Commercial Solar Energy Facility pursuant to Ordinance 24-0515 (“Ordinance”);

WHEREAS, the Ordinance approving the Commercial Solar Energy Facility included conditions requiring a
Vegetation Management Plan to be approved by the County Board;

WHEREAS, the developer has provided the attached Exhibit A, as its Vegetation Management Plan;

WHEREAS, the Vegetation Management Plan was prepared by Natural Resource Services, Inc., and is
dated December of 2024; and

WHEREAS, the County has reviewed and approves the Vegetation Management Plan.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Vermilion County Board that the attached Vegetation
Management Plan (Ex. A) is approved, and the Project shall materially comply with the stated
requirements therein.

PRESENTED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED by the County Board of Vermilion County, lllinois this January 14,
2025.

PRESENT AYES NAYS ABSTAIN

Chair, Vermilion County Board
ATTEST:

Clerk of the County Board
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Site Location & Name

Site Developer

Vegetation Restoration

Ridge Farm Renewables
West Woodyard Ave
Ridge Farm IL 61870
Vermillion County

Nexamp

Matt Kwiatkowski
101 Summer Street
Boston, MA 02110
317.760.3190

Natural Resource Services, Inc
2885 Quail Road NE

Sauk Rapids MN 56379
320.221.8780

&

16425 W. State Route 90 Princeville, IL 61559

PROJECT SITE
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Solar + Native Pollinator Habitat Benefits

Economical production of power is the foremost goal on solar sites. There is a parallel
opportunity to provide critically important native pollinator friendly habitat throughout the array
while capitalizing on the long-term low maintenance needs of native vegetation.

Establishing prairies and other native plant communities within the confines of solar sites
provides a tremendous opportunity to restore ecosystems that have been severely degraded
and eliminated across all areas of the country.

Native plants have profound root systems, many reaching 10 or more feet deep into the sail.
Rainwater follows those roots into the ground, helping reduce water runoff and promote the
drainage of standing water into the aquafer. Those deep roots also stabilize the soil, preventing
erosion from rain and wind. The plants provide seeds for songbirds, cover for game birds and, of
course, provide the blossoms and host plants for our beloved butterflies and other nectar loving
insects.

Native grasses and forbs will be selected based on their ecological appropriateness to the
specific conditions of this site, with consideration to their mature height as to not interfere with
panel productivity. These species will not require irrigation, fertilizer or other soil amendments.

The contribution to habitat restoration cannot be overstated given the acreage impacted and
lifespan of the project.
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Ridge Farm Renewables Site Overview

The Ridge Farm Renewables solar site is proposed for construction on 24.18 acres within
Vermillion County, IL including a 50’ buffer around the outside of the fence. The land planned for
the array is currently used agriculturally in typical row crops. The site is bound by West
Woodyard Avenue to the north, with other farm fields surrounding the remainder of the site. The
array will operate using a single access tracking system.

The soils found here are a majority somewhat poorly drained. A native pollinator friendly seed
mix for mesic soils has been designed for this site. The species average a mature height of 30”
to 36" so as to not interfere with panel productivity. The habitat provides low-maintenance
vegetation that won't require fertilizer, amended soils, or irrigation on this site.

The seed mixes planned include native wildflower, sedge and grass species considered to be
indigenous to Vermilion County. By using the proposed highly diverse seed mix inside the array
and outside in the buffer, the site will exceed the minimum points needed on the IDNR Solar
Scorecard to qualify as a pollinator habitat friendly site. A minimum of 5 grasses and sedges and
20 forbs will be included. The seeding rate shall be a minimum of 40 seeds/sq ft PLS. Please
reference page 11 for the native pollinator friendly seed mix.

It is important to note that the native species selected for
this site are based on their ability to successfully establish
from seed and thrive within the unique conditions found on
solar sites.

From a practical standpoint, the species contained in these
mixes are generally available in the marketplace and, as a
whole, have reasonable price points. Ultimately, the list
consists of well-performing, workhorse species coupled
with smaller amounts of unique species for a robust
mixture. The native habitat will not interfere with the
production of energy.

Extensive screening is planned along the east and west
sides of this array. Reference site landscape plans for
details. The vegetation maintenance plan is described on
pages 8-10 with a separate noxious weed management
plan found on page 6.
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Noxious Weed Assessment and Management on Solar Sites

Annual inspections on solar sites are an important part of overall best practices in site
management. The identification and control of weeds, particularly noxious weeds and invasive
tree seedlings is critical. These plants can create shading problems to an array as well as being
detrimental to site plant community and to any neighboring farm fields and gardens.

The IL Dept of Agriculture has a noxious weed list requiring control of the nine weeds found on
any site. The IL Dept of Natural Resources oversees the IL Exotic Weed Act IL Noxious Weed
List. While each of the weeds presents problems in agricultural and solar production, of special
note are Palmer Amaranth (Amaranthus palmeriS. Watson) and Water Hemp (Amaranthus
tuberculatus). Both of these non-native species occur across most of lllinois. Annual vigilance in
the identification and removal is necessary to present site invasion.

NRCS Recommended Steps for Control of Palmer amaranth and Water Hemp

Both species are annuals.
These two species are resistant to many common herbicides.

Mow/string trim and/or hand pull plants prior to them setting seed. Remove and dispose
plants.

Regularly reinspect the locations and surrounding areas where these species were
found, within the same growing period and throughout the summer and fall, as their
annual seed production is prolific. Remove and dispose plants.

Annual assessment and eradication is critical. Presence of these two aggressive
species can be anticipated for the following 1-5 years.

NRCS Herbaceous Weed Treatment
Complete annual inspections of solar sites for identification of weeds

Use non-chemical control methods such as mowing and hand pulling wherever possible
to control annual weeds before they set seed.

Where necessary, chemical (herbicidal) treatments can be used to control perennial and
biennial weed species.

All herbicide chemical use in lllinois must be completed by an applicator who is licensed
for this in the State of lllinois.
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Site Preparation

1. Inspect the Ridge Farm Renewables project area to assess site conditions and
determine the need for any site prep mowing or spraying activities.

2. Elimination of noxious weeds will be accomplished following the NRCS guidelines using
a combination of mowing, hand-pulling and appropriate herbicides for spot treatment.
Palmer amaranth is recognized as glyphosate resistant; alternate approved herbicides
should be used when needed.

3. Following construction, a full site herbicide application will be completed if necessary,
using glyphosate (Round-up® or equivalent) as per manufacturer's directions in areas
with actively growing undesirable vegetation. Allow a minimum of 10 days before
disturbing the soil or completing seeding activities.

4. When perennial broadleaf vegetation is present a triclopyr herbicide will be added
(Garlon 3A® or equivalent) as per manufacturer’s directions. When a broadleaf herbicide
is used allow a minimum of 30 days before disturbing the site or completing seeding.

5. Depending on the type and density of vegetation present (i.e., annual vs perennial) a
complete site mowing might be advisable in lieu of an herbicide application. For

instance, if the site is dominated by foxtail (an annual), mowing would be preferrable to
an herbicide application.

Seed and Seeding Installation

1. One mesic seed mix has been designed for this site based on the USDA-NRCS website
of soil types found here. The seed mix can be found on page 11.

2. Construction debris, garbage and building materials will be removed and/or staged
outside the intended seeding areas.

3. Disk soil within the project area in preparation for seeding. Harrow or rake the soil to
achieve the proper seedbed.

4. Native seed will be applied using a drill seeder and/or broadcast equipment.

5. Harrowing or culti-packing will occur after final seeding pass.
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Recommended Vegetation Management Procedures

Establishment Phase (growing seasons 1, 2 and 3)

Year 1: Complete site mowings to control annual/biennial weed canopy and

prevent production of viable seed.

2-3 mowings are typical depending on soils, weather patterns and
planting dates.

Mowing to be done using specialized zero-radius mowers, orchard
mowers and/or flail mowers

Target mowing height of 4-6 inches.

Continue vigilance for spotting noxious weeds and elimination of them.
Reporting to designated contact as required following each visit including
a recap of activities, site conditions and recommendations for future
management. Annual reporting to authority having jurisdiction, as
requested.

Year 2: Complete site mowing to control annual/biennial weed canopy and

Natural
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prevent production of viable seed.

2 mowings likely in the late spring or early summer.

Mowing to be done using specialized zero-radius mowers, orchard
mowers and/or flail mowers

Target mowing height of 4-6 inches.

Reporting to designated contact following each visit including a recap of
activities, site conditions and recommendations for future management.

Integrated Vegetation Management (IVM)

1 IVM site visit is typical depending on growth and weed populations.
Includes spot mowing, spot herbicide application, herbicide wicking, etc.
Equipment used includes tractor and/or ATV mounted sprayers.
Continue vigilance for spotting noxious weeds and elimination of them.
Reporting to designated contact following each visit including a recap of
activities, site conditions and recommendations for future management.




Year 3:

Integrated Vegetation Management (IVM)
3 site visits are typical depending on growth and weed populations.
Includes spot mowing, spot herbicide application, herbicide wicking, etc.
Equipment used includes tractor and/or ATV mounted sprayers.

Reporting to designated contact following each visit including a recap of
activities, site conditions and recommendations for future management.

Development and Maturity Phases (growing seasons 4 through 34)

Years 4 -34: Integrated Vegetation Management (IVM)

Monitoring

Two site visits are typical depending on vegetation status

Includes spot herbicide applications and/or herbicide wicking.
Continue vigilance for spotting noxious weeds and elimination of them.
Equipment used inciudes tractor and/or ATV mounted sprayers.

Includes a complete site mowing once every 3 years to mulch up biomass
and recycle nutrients. In years when a mowing occurs, only one IVM visit
will be necessary.

Reporting to designated contact following each visit including a recap of
activities, site conditions and recommendations for future management.

Consistent monitoring of the project is essential in order to evaluate vegetative establishment,
weed presence and possible erosion concerns. This information helps determine which
management technique to use, the proper timing of the implementation and whether or not any
other remedial action is required.

It is important to note that management activities may need to be implemented in a phased
approach based on when a particular area of the site was seeded. Careful management of
project will be required to ensure that right management techniques are implemented in the right
areas at the right time.
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Additional Notes on Vegetation Management:

10%

Establishing a successful native landscape is important but the vegetation also needs
to be managed so that the array can function to its full capacity. This would include
controlling vegetation along roads, combiner boxes, power panels, etc.

Solar crews will mechanically control weed growth underneath the panel.
Mowing/trimming around every post is not included and not necessary from a plant
community health standpoint.

After establishment, the site should be mowed once every 3-4 years. This mulching
mowing most closely replicates the beneficial aspects of a prescribed burn which
cannot be used on a solar site for obvious reasons. These mowings would typically
occur during the winter (snow-free) or spring, often before the ground thaws.

Additional mowing or trimming may be needed if shading of the panels occurs,
either by native or non-native vegetation. As a general rule, this type of mowing, if
needed, should be limited to the areas immediately in front of the panel's lower
edge. Mowing the entire aisles would entail potentially mowing flowers in bloom
which would defeat the purpose of the pollinator planting.

Adaptive management is important with any native plant community. This vegetative
management plan should be viewed as living document, adapting along with
changing site conditions, weather patterns and any external influences that occur.

Diverse, established native pollinator friendly habitat on a solar site.
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Ridge Farm Renewables Native Pollinator Friendly Seed Mix

Common Name Scientific Name % of Mix Seeds/ft? Total
Grasses
Sideoats Grama Bouteloua curtipendula 35.84% 99 448 PLSIb
Plains Oval Sedge Carex brevior 2.57% 34 032 PLS
Bicknell's Sedge Carex bicknellii 1.36% 11 017 PLSIb
Troublesome Sedge Carex molesta 1.28% 15 0.16 PLSIb
Brown Fox Sedge Carex vulpinoidea 2.00% 92 025 PLSIb
Silky Wild Rye Elymus villosus 6.00% 15 075 PLSIb
Little Bluestem Schizachyrium scoparium 26.95% 186 3.37 PLSIb
Prairie Dropseed Sporobolus heterolepis 0.40% 03 005 PLSID
Forbs
Common Yarrow Achillea millefolium 0.36% 30 005 PLSIb
Lead Plant Amorpha canescens 0.98% 07 012 PLSIb
Canada Anemone Anemone canadensis 0.04% 00 001 PLSIb
Wild Columbine Aquilegia canadensis 0.04% 01 001 PLSI
Common Milkweed Asclepias syriaca 0.63% 01 008 PLSIb
Butterfly Milkweed Asclepias tuberosa 0.32% 01 004 PLSb
Canada Milkvetch Astragalus canadensis 1.08% 08 014 PLSD
Calico Aster Symphyotrichum lateriflorum 0.04% 05 001 PLSD
Partridge Pea Chamaecrista fasciculata 3.18% 04 040 PLSIb
White Prairie Clover Dalea candida 4.08% 36 051 PLSIDb
Purple Prairie Clover Dalea purpurea 6.02% §0 075 PLSIb
Cream Gentian Gentiana flavida 0.04% 03 001 PLSIb
Prairie Blazing Star Liatris pycnostachya 0.48% 02 006 PLSlb
Great Blue Lobelia L.obelia siphilitica 0.04% 1.0 0.01 PLSlb
Seedbox Ludwigia alternifolia 0.08% 48 0.01 PLSIb
Virginia Mountain Mint Pycnanthemum virginianum 0.09% 09 001 PLSI
Black-eyed Susan Rudbeckia hirta 1.92% 81 024 PLSIb
Symphyotrichum
Sky Blue Aster oolentangiense 0.16% 06 002 PLSIb
Ohio Spiderwort Tradescantia ohiensis 0.24% 01 003 PLSD
Hoary Vervain Verbena stricta 1.36% 1.7 017 PLSIb
Golden Alexanders Zizia aurea 2.40% 12 030 PLSIb

Seeding rate: 12.5 Ibs./acre (78.5 seeds per square foot)
Central Poorly to Somewhat Poorly Drained Soils

December 2024
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lllinois Solar Site Pollinator Habitat Planning Form
Use this form as a draft before completing the lllinois Planned Pollinator Habitat
on Solar Sites Scorecard online

n Botwaor ANC ?'m.-<.~ - ~le
setween 8 ,rj x_i B _"11 ,.:,}J

1. PLANNED PLANT CIVERSITY IN RD\H UMDER
SOLAR ARRAY {choose up o 2)

F{ 4-B species +5 pts
7 or More species +8 pts
« Ajl Mative Species (minimum: 4 species) +il pts

Parimeter and Buffer Area
2. ‘e' EGET .ﬁTl".f E BUFFER PLANNED ADJACENT TO
FHE SOLAR SITE {choose all ihat apply}

Buffer planned outside of aray fencing +5 pts
I Bufferis 30-46R wide measured
y from array fencing +Spis
Buffer is at least S0ft wide measurad
from amray fencing +iDpis
Buffer has Mative shrubs!trees tha:
provide food for wildiife +5 pis

3. SEEDS USED FOR NATIVE PERIMETER &
UFFER AREAS {choose all that apply}
Mixes are seedad using at least
20 seeds per square foot of Pure Live Seed
or 40 Seeds par square foot on slopes > 5% +i0pke
All seeds are from a source within

150 miles of site +5 pis
At least 2% milkweed cover is planned o be
established from seeds/plants +5 pts

4. PLANNED # OF NATIVE SPECIES IN SITE
PERIMETER & BUFFER AREA (species with more
than 1% coveri{choose 1)

] 5-10 species +2 pis

C{ 10-15 species +& pis

16-20 species +10 pts

2! =20 species +15 pts
Exclude invasive and aon-native plant species from fofsd

. PLANNED PERCENT COF PERIMETER & BUFFER
AREA DOMINATED BY NATIVE PLANT SPECIES

{choose 1)
O 28-50% +2 pts
? 51-T5% +10 pts
More than 75% +15 pis

g PLANNEB PERCEMT OF SITE VEGETATION
COVER TC BE DOMINATED B8Y DESIRABLE
ALDFLOWERS {choose 1)

28-50% +2 pis

C E1-T5% +10pts

= Mare than 75% +15 pts
LAM DS
‘%

12 th‘ervices

7. PLANNED SEASONS WITH AT LEAST THREE

BLOOMING NATWE SPECIES PRESENT (choose

. ali that applys
& Spring {Apri-May? +§ pis
| Summer (June-August) +5pts
'E/ Fall {September-October) +5 pis

&. HABITAT SITE PREPARATION PRIOR TO
MPLEMENTATION {choose all that apply}
Soil preparation done to promote germination and

reduce erosion as appropriate for the site. +10 pts

Measures takes fo control weeds

prior o seeding +10 pts
| Norne -1dpts

8. AVAILABLE HABITAT COMPONENTS WITHIN
t!}‘.ZS MILES {choose all that apply)

Ef Mative bunch grass for bee nasting +2 ptS
Y Native trees/shrubs for bee nesting +2 pts
O {Clean. perennial water sources +2 pts
C Created habitat nesting features +2 pts

10. SITE PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT{choose ali

ﬁ/hm apply)
i Deailed establishment and

management plan developed +10 pt=
=) Sigrage legible st forty or more feet
stating “pollinator fiendly solar habitat” +3 pis

11. INSECTICIDE RISK {choose all that apply)
a Flanned on-site use of insacticida or
pre-planting seed/plant treatment
{excluding buiidingsfelectrical boxes, sie.) 40 pis
@ Communicationregistration with locat
chemical applicators or on

www_feldwsich.com o prevent drift +5 pts
Total Points: 124

Meeis Preliminary Pollinator Standards - 83

Frevides Exceptional Habitai - 110 and higher
Owner: Rigge Farm Senewabies

Vegetation Consultant: Nawral Resourse Servioes, inc.

Project Location: West Woodyars Ave

Project Size: 24.1% Acres acrEs

Final Seeding Date: TED 2025

This form /s designed {with the help of the Solar Site Folinalor
Guidelines found on IDNR's website} to guide owners or managers of
solar sites fo mesi the requirements fo be ahie fo claim 2 ste is
paiiinator friendly socording fo the Pollinator Friendly Solar Site At
{525 ILCE 551" This form Is for company reconds only and does not
grant the file of a Polinator Frinndly Solar Site undii the “Winois
Planned Pollinator Hab#at on Solar Sites Scorecard” is compleled with
a score of 85 or higher on IDNR's website. This preliminsry recognition

is good for 3yrs, after which the “Estabiished Polinator Habital on
SuiarSdas Seorecard” will need to be compilefed every 5 years i
mantain rewgm‘lnn as a Pollinator Friendly ,Sm'aré‘-ibe

12372019




Vermilion County, lllinois
Resolution No.
Resolution Approving Road Use Agreement for Ridge Farm Renewables, LLC

WHEREAS, Ridge Farm Renewables, LLC was approved for the construction and operation for a
Commercial Solar Energy Facility pursuant to Ordinance 24-0515 (“Ordinance”);

WHEREAS, the Ordinance approving the Commercial Solar Energy Facility included conditions requiring a
Road Use Agreement to be entered into prior to the issuance of Building Permit(s) related to the Project;

WHEREAS, the county administration and consultants have discussed terms of a proposed Road Use
Agreement;

WHEREAS, the administration and consultants agree the attached Road Use Agreement is in the best
interest of the County and its citizens; and

WHEREAS, the County finds the attached Road Use Agreement (Exhibit A hereto) is in the best interests
of the County and its citizens.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Vermilion County Board that the attached Road Use Agreement
(Ex. A} is approved, and the County Board Chair is permitted to sign the agreement.

PRESENTED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED by the County Board of Vermilion County, lllinois this January 14,
2025.

PRESENT AYES NAYS ABSTAIN

Chair, Vermilion County Board
ATTEST:

Clerk of the County Board



VERMILION COUNTY, ILLINOIS
RIDGE FARM RENEWABLES, LL.C
COMMERCIAL SOLAR ENERGY FACILITY
ROAD USE AGREEMENT

This ROAD USE AGREEMENT (this “Agreement”) is made and entered into by and
among Vermilion County (“Road Authority” or “County”), and Ridge Farm Renewables LLC, a
Delaware limited liability company (“Developer”). Developer and the Road Authority are
sometimes referred to herein individually as a “Party” and collectively as the “Parties.”
“Developer” shall include Developer’s contractors, sub-contractors, employees, agents, material
suppliers, vendors, transport providers, representatives, and designees.

RECITALS

WHEREAS, Developer intends to construct the Ridge Farm Renewables solar energy
project (the “Project”) in Vermilion County, [llinois, in accordance with the rules and permitting
requirements of Ordinance 24-0515, passed on May 14, 2024.

WHEREAS, in connection with the construction of the Project, the Parties desire to address
certain issues relating to the roads owned, operated and maintained by Road Authority
(collectively the “Roads™) over which it will be necessary for Developer to, among other things,
(1) transport heavy equipment and materials over certain Roads, which may in certain cases be in
excess of the design limits of the Roads; (ii) transport certain locally sourced materials, such as
concrete and gravel, on such Roads; (iii) if necessary, make certain modifications and
improvements to the Roads to permit such equipment and materials to pass; and (iv) place certain
electrical and communications cables or interconnection infrastructure for the Project adjacent to,
under or across certain Roads.

WHEREAS, the Road Authority is directed and empowered by the Illinois Highway Code
(605 ILCS 5/6-101 et seq.), to perform responsibilities as to Roads, including to construct,
maintain, and repair the Roads.

WHEREAS, 625 ILCS 5/15-301 grants to the Road Authority authorization to require
permits for use of the Roads by overweight and over length vehicles and further grants the Road
Authority the authority to impose conditions on the issuance of such permits if necessary to protect
the road surface and structure; and

WHEREAS, Developer has provided to the Road Authority a map showing the Project area
and the Roads to be used for construction of the Project, which is attached hereto as Exhibit A
(“Project Map™); and

WHEREAS, Developer and the Road Authority wish to set forth their understanding and
agreement as to the use of the Roads during the construction of the Project; and



WHEREAS, Developer and the Road Authority acknowledge and agree that this
Agreement establishes the rights and obligations of the Parties as they relate to the use of Roads
during the construction of the Project.

AGREEMENT

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises and covenants herein set
forth, the Parties, intending to be legally bound, agree as follows:

Section 1. Developer agrees to undertake the following activities in accordance with the terms
of this Agreement:

A. Apply for driveway access permits with the required plans for all access points to the
Roads.

B. Prior to the start of construction of the Project, provide contact information for the
Developer’s construction manager and/or field engineer.

C. Obtain overweight and oversize permits as needed and pay permit fees pursuant to the
general fee structure established by the Road Authority. All fees paid are non-refundable
and shall be paid to the Vermilion County Highway Department and deposited in the
County Highway Fund of the County.

D. Transport the solar panels, equipment and any oversize loads so as to minimize adverse
impact on the local traffic.

E. Sign all highway work zones in accordance with the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control
Devices and the Illinois Department of Transportation Supplement to the Manual on
Uniform Traffic Control Devices in accordance with the Illinois Compiled Statutes and
current Illinois Department of Transportation Traffic Control Standards.

F. Keep all Roads used by Developer clear, by removing all mud, dirt, dust, spilled or tracked
construction materials, garbage, obstructions or other hazards, upon notice and within a
reasonable time period.

G. Prohibit the use of the Roads and the Roads right of way as storage or staging areas and as
parking areas for vehicles and equipment of all contractors, sub-contractors, employees,
agents, material suppliers, vendors, transport providers, representatives and designees.

H. Perform all repairs within a reasonable time period to all Roads that are damaged by
Developer during the construction of the Project and restore such Roads to the condition
they were in prior to construction of the Project. For the purposes of this Agreement, a
reasonable time period to complete repairs shall be 6 months from the date of Completion
of Construction of the Project, except for emergency repairs. Should Developer decide to
pay for the repair of damages to the Roads, then Developer shall reimburse Road Authority
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for those repairs within 30 days of receipt of an invoice from the Road Authority
documenting the costs of those repairs.

I. Erect permanent markers indicating the presence of underground project infrastructure,
within the Road right-of-way.

J. Become a member of the Illinois State-Wide One-Call Notice System (otherwise known
as the Joint Utility Locating Information for Excavators or “J.U.L.LE.”) and provide
J.U.L.IE. with all of the information necessary to update its records.

K. Post required financial assurance to the County in the form of a Letter of Credit in an
amount equal to or greater than $250,000.00 (two-hundred fifty-thousand and 00/100) to
be utilized by the County (or other Road Authority) in the event such repairs are not made
by the Developer in accordance with this Agreement.

L. Ridge Farm Renewables, LLC shall be responsible for informing all
contractors/subcontractors of the requirements of this Road Use Agreement, and the
County’s Ordinances. Ridge Farm Renewables, LLC shall ensure their employees and the
employees of Developer maintain compliance with the requirements of this Road Use
Agreement, County’s Ordinances, Federal law and state law.

M. Any cabling or work performed within the rights-of-way of a County road will be subject
to all utility and/or rights-of-way permitting requirements and fees of the Road Authority.

N. Advise the Road Authority within 14 days of the completion of the construction of the
Project so that inspections related to non-emergency repairs may be performed in a timely
manner.

Section 2. The Road Authority agrees to undertake the following activities in accordance
with the terms of this Agreement:

A. Issue overweight and oversize permits for Roads in a timely manner upon the filing of such
applications on behalf of Developer and concurrent with any applicable Illinois Department
of Transportation for oversize or overweight permit(s).

B. Coordinate with Developer so as to minimize the impact of their use of the Roads.

C. Perform all routine maintenance on the Roads in accordance with Section 4 of this
Agreement.

D. Review for approval and issue all driveway access permit applications to the Roads by
giving consideration to sight distances, drainage and proximity to other entrances, in a
reasonable manner and in accordance with accepted engineering practices.



E. Review for approval and approve the installation infrastructure for the Project within and
across the Roads and Road rights-of-way, in a reasonable manner and in accordance with
accepted engineering practices.

Section 3. Repairs of Damaged Roads:

A. If Developer’s construction of the Project, and/or travel upon Roads causes any damage to
the Roads, Developer shall be responsible to repair (or pay for the repair of) the Roads as
needed to return the Roads to the condition they were in prior to construction of the Project.
The design of these repairs or improvements shall conform to standards provided in the
IDOT Bureau of Local Roads and Streets Manual. Developer shall perform all necessary
post-construction repair of the Roads for damages caused by construction of the Project,
and/or travel upon Roads. The Developer’s responsibility to repair (or pay for the repair
of) the Roads includes damages caused by commercial vehicles of any kind, and for those
damages caused by personal vehicles utilized by employees of the Developer. All repairs
are subject to the Road Authority’s supervision and approval.

B. Incidental/Accidental Use:

1. The Parties recognize that the Project traffic may, either through mistake or with the
consent of the Road Authority, use roads other than those identified in the Project Map.
Repairs for damage caused by Developer during such mistaken or permitted use shall be
paid for or repaired by Developer.

2. The Parties intend that all construction traffic related to the Project shall exclusively use
the routes designated in the Project Map and shall not use any other Roads other than those
so designated.

C. Emergency Repairs:

In the event Developer causes damage to the Roads of a magnitude sufficient to create a
hazard to the motoring public, which in the Road Authority’s reasonable opinion warrants
an immediate repair or Road closing, the Road Authority may make or authorize repair,
with the reasonable, documented costs thereof paid by Developer within thirty (30) days
of the date an invoice is submitted for reimbursement. The Road Authority shall
photograph, videotape and otherwise document the conditions and make all such
documentation available to Developer. Any such emergency repair shall be subject to
dispute resolution process provided in this Agreement.

Section 4. Maintenance of the Roads

The daily routine maintenance of the Roads affected by the Project including snow
removal, striping, and routine signage and regularly scheduled maintenance or repair shall
be the responsibility of the Road Authority. If repairs or maintenance, other than daily
routine maintenance, are deemed necessary because of activity of Developer, the Road



Authority and Developer will follow the process to determine the extent of such repairs
pursuant to this Agreement.

Section 5. Dispute Resolution:

Should a disagreement exist as to:

a. The extent of the damage to the Roads caused by Developer;

b. The method, procedure or design used for the final repair or restoration of the
Roads; or

c. Other disagreement as to the upgrades, repair or restoration of the Roads;

The Road Authority and Developer will in good faith attempt to resolve the dispute. If,
following such good faith attempt, the Parties are still unable to resolve the dispute, the Parties
shall select a qualified independent third-party licensed civil engineer for review and to act as
a neutral intermediary to mediate the dispute within five (5) days of the effective date of such
appointment. If the Parties cannot agree on a qualified independent third-party licensed civil
engineer, then each Party shall select a qualified independent licensed civil engineer, and those
two shall select a third qualified independent third-party licensed civil engineer, and the three
engineers shall provide to the Parties an “intermediary proposed solution.” The Developer shall
pay the cost of the independent third-party’s services. If the Parties agree and/or do not reject
the intermediary proposed solution, then the Parties shall proceed in accordance with the
intermediary solution.

Section 6. Mutual Indemnification/Hold Harmless and Liability Insurance Provisions

A. Indemnification by Developer. Developer hereby releases and agrees to indemnify and
hold harmless the Road Authority and their respective officers, employees, elected or
appointed officials, and agents, and their respective heirs, executors, administrators,
successors and assigns (hereinafter collectively “Road Authority Releasees”) from any and
all actions, causes of action, suits, claims, expenses (including reasonable attorney’s fees)
and demands against the Road Authority Releasees arising out of or relating to the
performance by Developer of their obligations under this Agreement. More particularly,
but without in any way limiting the foregoing, Developer hereby releases the Road
Authority Releasees and agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the Road Authority
Releasees from any and all actions, causes of action, suits, claims, expenses (including
reasonable attorney’s fees) and demands arising directly or indirectly from any personal
injury, death or property damage arising out of the use, construction, modifications, repair
or improvement of the Roads by Developer, its employees, agents, representatives,
materials suppliers, vendors, transport providers or contractors, or their respective
employees, agents or representatives.

B. Limitations of Liability. In no event shall either Party or their officers or employees be
liable (in contract or in tort, involving negligence, strict liability, or otherwise) to any other
party or their contractors, suppliers, employees, members and shareholders for indirect,




incidental, consequential or punitive damages resulting from the performance, non-
performance or delay in performance under this Agreement.

Section 6. Miscellaneous

A.

Remedies and Enforcement. Each of the Parties hereto covenant and agree that in the event
of default of any of the terms, provisions or conditions of this Agreement by any Party (the
“Defaulting Party”), which default is not caused by the Party seeking to enforce said
provisions (the “Non-Defaulting Party”) and after notice and reasonable opportunity to
cure has been provided to the Defaulting Party, then in such an event, the Non-Defaulting
Party shall have the right of specific performance and injunctive relief. The remedy of
specific performance and injunctive relief shall not be exclusive and the Non-Defaulting
Party may seek any other remedy available at law or in equity.

‘Non-Waiver of Performance. Failure of either Party to this Agreement to insist upon the

strict and prompt performance of the terms, covenants, agreements and conditions herein
contained or any of them upon the other Party imposed, shall not constitute or be construed
as a waiver or relinquishment of either Party’s right thereafter to enforce and such terms,
covenants, agreements and conditions, but the same shall continue in full force and effect.

Severability. If any provision of this Agreement is held invalid under any applicable law,
such invalidity shall not affect any other provision of this Agreement that can be given
effect without the invalid provision and, to this end, the provisions hereof are severable.

Amendments. No amendment or modification to this Agreement or waiver of a Party’s
rights hereunder shall be binding unless it shall be in writing and signed by both Parties.

Notices. All notices shall be in writing and sent to the Parties hereto at their respective
addresses (or to such other address as such Party shall designate in writing to the other
Parties from time to time).

Developer: Nexamp, Inc.
Attn: Ridge Farm Renewables, LLC
C/0: Matt Kwiatkowski
101 N. Wacker Dr., Suite 200
Chicago, IL 60606

Road Vermilion County, Illinois
Authority: County Engineer
attn: Adrian Greenwell
2732 Batestown Road

Oakwood, Illinois
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with a copy to:

Vermilion County State’s Attorney
Attn: State’s Attorney Jaqueline Lacy
7 N. Vermilion St., Suite 201
Danville, Illinois 61832

Heyl Royster Voelker & Allen
Attn: Andrew Keyt

300 Hamilton Blvd.

Peoria, IL 61602

F. Counterparts. This Agreement may be executed in any number of counterparts, each of
which shall be deemed an original, with the same effect as if the signatures thereto and
hereto were upon the instrument. Delivery of an executed counterpart of a signature page
to this Agreement by electronic means shall be as effective as delivery of a manually signed
counterpart to this Agreement.

G. Governing Law and Venue. This Agreement shall be governed by and interpreted in
accordance with the laws of the State of Illinois. The Parties agree that the exclusive venue
for any litigation is the circuit courts of Vermilion County, Illinois.

H. Successors and Assigns. This Agreement shall inure to the benefit of and shall be binding
upon the Parties hereto, their respective successors, permitted assignees, legal
representatives and their respective agents, contractors, subcontractors, material suppliers,
vendors, employees, respective transport providers and designees.

I. Entire Agreement. This Agreement contains the entire understanding of the Parties as to
the matters set forth herein, and this Agreement supersedes any prior agreements or
understandings by and between Parties, whether written or oral.

J. Illinois Prevailing Wage Act. With regard to any work performed on the Roads in
connection with the construction of the Project, Developer shall pay wages in accordance
with the Illinois Prevailing Wage Act, 820 ILCS 130/0.0/et seq. Developer will be required
to provide the Road Authority with certified payrolls for all work related to the
construction, repair, and maintenance of Roads, if requested by Road Authority.

K. Recitals. The Recitals made herein are true and correct and are hereby incorporated as part
of this Agreement.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, on the date noted below the Parties have caused the Agreement to
be executed by their duly authorized officers.



VERMILION COUNTY, ILLINOIS

BY: DATE:

ATTEST: DATE:

Clerk

RIDGE FARM RENEWABLES, LLC

BY: DATE:

NAME:

TITLE:




