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VERMILION COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING 
May 19, 2015 

 
6:00 PM 

 
Present:   Dr. Wes Bieritz, Carla DeAngelis, Dr. Jane Cooney, Ivadale Foster, Bob 

Jones, Dr. Holly Maes, Molly Nicholson, Connie Ostrander and Bill Wright. 
 
Absent: Jason Asaad and Dr. Karen Broaders. 
 
Meeting was called to order by Vice-President Carla DeAngelis at 6:04 PM.   
 
Ivadale Foster had requested to attend the meeting by phone.  
 
A motion was made to accept Ivadale Foster into the meeting by telephone. 
 
Motion: Bill Wright 
Second:  Connie Ostrander 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
A motion was made to approve the agenda as presented. 
 
Motion: Bill Wright 
Second: Molly Nicholson 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Steve Spurlock asked to address the Board of Health during audience comments.  
Steve has been an employee of Vermilion County Health Department for 30 years and 
has decided to retire.  He informed the Board that he had enjoyed his tenure at the 
Health Department and appreciated the opportunity to work here.  He wished the Health 
Department continued success.  The Board in turn wished him the best of luck in his 
retirement. 
 
A motion was made to approve the minutes of the March 17 regular meeting as 
amended. 
 
Motion: Dr. Wes Bieritz 
Second: Connie Ostrander 
Motion carried unanimously. 
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Fiscal Status 
 
The Budget and Expenditure report was submitted for Board approval.  Donna Dunham 
was asked why the Rent line was at 50% expended when we are only at 41.66% of the 
year.  She informed the Board that we prepare what the county calls “blanket” purchase 
orders (PO’s).  These purchase orders are monthly expenditures that the county pays at 
their convenience.  The County has paid ahead on rent to date. 
 
It was also asked why Repair and Maintenance was at 53.22%. Donna explained that 
Repair and Maintenance contracts come due at various times during the year and more 
have come due to date than will be due for the remainder of the year. 
 
A motion was made to approve the Budget and Expenditure Report and Cash Flow 
statement for March and April as presented. 
 
Motion: Bob Jones 
Second: Dr. Holly Maes 
 
Motion carried as follows:  
 

Carla DeAngelis  Yes 
Connie Ostrander  Yes 
Dr. Wes Bieritz  Yes 
Bob Jones   Yes 
Molly Nicholson  Yes 
Bill Wright   Yes 
Dr. Holly Maes  Yes 
Dr. Jane Cooney  Yes 
Ivadale Foster  Yes 

 
Old Business: 

 
Jenny Trimmell informed the Board that the Budget Amendment for Immunizations  that 
was passed at the Board of Health meeting on March 17 was passed by all of the 
County committees and the County Board. 
 
Ms. Trimmell informed the Board that billing for immunizations was going very well with 
the exception of Molina.  We requested a contract with Molina Insurance.  Jenny 
Trimmell signed a contract last August and this was sent to Molina but we have not 
received a signed contract back from Molina at this time.  Bill Wright asked if we could 
file something with the Department of Insurance.  Jenny Trimmell said that we would 
look into that.  Dr. Holly Maes indicated that several providers have experienced 
difficulty in working with Molina. 
 
Susan Pacot, our billing expert, explained our process of verifying client insurance 
coverage.  Susan calls the insurance companies prior to the client’s visit to verify 
coverage, if there is any deductible and any co-pay.  This has been working well. 
 
Ms. Trimmell informed the Board that our old vaccine storage refrigerator is no longer 
functioning.  We have tried to have it fixed at a cost so far of $1,000 and still it is not 
working properly.  We have to have a reliable unit due to the cost of vaccines so, we 
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ordered a new refrigerator and it was delivered today.  Discussion ensued regarding 
vaccine storage. 
 
Jenny Trimmell updated the Board on the building renovation.  The floor has been 
replaced throughout the main hallway.  Keypad locks on some of the main doorways 
have been installed for security purposes. We are awaiting completion of installation of 
the remaining locks. The new outdoor sign has been set and the landscape around the 
sign has been cleaned up.  The parking lot is scheduled to be resurfaced and re-striped 
later this year.  We have been told that the sinkholes in the parking lot will be fixed prior 
to the resurfacing.  
 
Ms. Trimmell advised the Board that the Sheriff’s department is exploring the possibility 
of utilizing part of the old Family Planning area for a family visitation program.  The 
former nurse’s office area would be divided into 6-8 cubicles.  This area would be used 
for prisoner’s families to visit or communicate with the inmates housed at the Public 
Safety Building  through a video monitor system (a system similar to “skyping”).  
Therefore, the prisoner does not have to leave his or her cell.  These visits are usually 
of an evening and on Saturdays so this would help minimize the impact on Health 
Department services. During the family visitation times there will be a deputy present in 
this area of the building at all times.   Family members utilizing this visitation program 
would access the area through the West Door of the Health Department building. 
 
It was asked if there were restrooms in that area and Ms. Trimmell advised there are 
two available; one of which is handicap accessible.   
 
Discussion ensued regarding Sheriff’s office use of the space.  
 
Wes Bieritz advised this proposal has not yet gone before the County Property 
Committee or the County Board.  Currently this proposed use of space is still in the 
exploration phase. 
 
New Business: 
 
There was no need for an executive session. 
 
Jenny Trimmell updated the Board on the status of her Public Health Administrator 
Certificate.  She has officially been accepted as a Public Health Practitioner as of April 
14, 2015 and has the certificate in her office.  The Board commended her for following 
through with that condition of her appointment. 
 
Ms. Trimmell informed the board that she and Donna Dunham are starting to work on 
budget.  We have had notification that there will be a $26,000 cut in WIC funding.  With 
this information, we have decided to reduce the open WIC Clerk I position from full-time 
to 3 days a week.   
 
West Nile Virus has been cut $2,975.  Local Health Protection funding from the State 
remains the same at $210,643.  We have been informally told that the Public Health 
Emergency Preparedness grant has been increased about $1,000 but have not 
received any official notification. 
 



 4 

The Board was given several ordinances to vote on for the increase of fees for vital 
records and environmental health.   
 
The first ordinance was to increase vital records fees – Birth and Death records.  The 
fee for Birth records has not been increased since 1998.  It was set, at that time, at $12 
for an initial birth record and $2 for each additional record purchased on the same day.  
For Death records, the fee has not been increased since 2008.  At that time, the fee 
was set at $14 for the first death record and $4 for each additional record purchased on 
the same day.   
 
The proposed ordinances set the Birth Record fee at $14 for the first record and $4 for 
each additional record purchased the same day and set the Death Record fee at $16 for 
the first record and $6 for each additional record purchased the same day.   
 
A discussion ensued regarding the increase in vital records fees.  Donna explained that 
currently the State of Illinois requires us to collect $4.00 for Death Records; this would 
make the cost to the client $20.00 for the first record and $10.00 for each additional 
record.  This $4.00 state fee is directly sent to the state in support of the electronic filing 
system. The ordinance is written reflecting only our fee as the State fee could change at 
any time.   The State is not currently requiring an additional fee for Birth Records.  
 
Donna Dunham reported that she had researched other surrounding counties to 
compare our increased fees.  Our fees are still under most other counties’ fees. 
 
A motion was made to approve the Ordinance to increase fees for Vital Records. 
 
Motion:  Bill Wright 
Second: Dr. Jane Cooney 
Motion carried as follows:    
 

Carla DeAngelis  Yes 
Connie Ostrander  Yes 
Dr. Wes Bieritz  Yes 
Bob Jones   Yes 
Molly Nicholson  Yes 
Bill Wright   Yes 
Dr. Holly Maes  Yes 
Dr. Jane Cooney  Yes 
Ivadale Foster  Yes 

 
The Board was also presented an ordinance to increase environmental health fees. 
 
Doug Toole presented information to the Board regarding the original costs of fees and 
the proposed increases.   The increases are as follows: 
 
 Sewage Fees: 
 
 Sewage permit fee       From $150 to $200 
 Not increased since 2005 
 
 Sewage inspection associated with a home loan  From $150 to $200 
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 Not increased since 2006 
 
 Sewage contractor license fee     From $50 to $75 
 Not increased since 1987 
 
 
 Water Fees: 
 
 Well permit fee       From $100 to $150 
 Not increased since 1995 
 
 Well inspection associated with home loan   From $50 to $75 
 Not increased since 2006 
 
 Follow-up sampling of well associated with home loan  From $25 to $35 
 Not increased since 2006 
 
 Out of state water sample      From $0 to $35 
 Currently no charge 
 
Dr. Holly Maes left the meeting at 7:27 PM. 
 

Food Fees: 
 
 Annual license fee for high-risk establishments   From $250 to $350 
 Not increased since 2007 
 
 Annual license fee for medium-risk establishments  From $200 to $275 
 Not increased since 2007 
 
 Annual license fee for low-risk establishments   From $150 to $200 
 Not increased since 2007 
 
 Annual license fee for full-service school kitchens  From $50 to $60 
 Not increased since 2007 
 
 Annual license for satellite school kitchens   From $25 to $35 
 Not increased since 2007 
 
 Seasonal food establishment permits open less than 6 mos From $100 to $125 
 Not increased since 2007 
 
 Single-event temporary food permit    From $25 to $50 
 Not increased since 2007 
 
 Each additional temporary food permit    From $10 to $15 
 Not increased since 2007 
 
 Plan review of new food establishments    From $100 to $250 
 Not increased since 2011 
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 Late fees for food establishments annual permits  $25  
 (after Dec. 15 but before Jan. 1) (Currently no fee) 
 
 Reinstatement fees for food establishments that   $50 
 Let their permit lapse (after Jan 1) (Currently no fee) 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the increase in Environmental Fees.   
 
Bill Wright informed the Board that he had compared our proposed fees to other 
surrounding counties and we are still very reasonable.  Other counties have more 
complex fee schedules.  Mr. Wright stated that the VCHD fee structure makes it easier 
to do business in Vermilion County. 
 
It was suggested that the Health Department revisit fees every 3-5 years so that we do 
not have the 10-15 year span that we have had this time. 
 
 
A motion was made to approve the Ordinances to increase Environmental Health Fees 
for Sewage, Water and Food. 
 
Motion: Bill Wright 
Second: Molly Nicholson 
Motion carried as follows: 
 

Carla DeAngelis  Yes 
Connie Ostrander  Yes 
Dr. Wes Bieritz  Yes 
Bob Jones   Yes 
Molly Nicholson  Yes 
Bill Wright   Yes 
Dr. Jane Cooney  Yes 
Ivadale Foster  Yes 

 
Jenny Trimmell discussed State Budget issues.  The State has not yet decided what 
areas will be cut.  There are a lot of rumors about cuts that would affect the Health 
Department and the County.   
 
Jenny Trimmell handed out the County Health Rankings for 2015.  This information was 
released on March 25, 2015.  A synopsis was included with the findings.   
 
Vermilion County moved up from a ranking of 95 last year to 92 this year.  However, 
Ms. Trimmell noted that the County Health Ranking does not use the same criteria for 
comparison from year to year.  This makes it difficult to know how much of an 
improvement we may have actually made.  
 
Jenny pointed out that the County Healthy Ranking, while released through the Health 
Department, is not a report card for the Health Department.  It reports findings on the 
community as a whole.  Some areas are not even under the Health Departments 
purview to address, such as crime/violence, high school graduation rate, etc. 
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Bill Wright suggested that we publish this information since the Health Department 
needs positive information to reach the public. Ms. Trimmell indicated that this 
information was released to the media but they did not find it of interest at this time to 
print a story.  Jenny Trimmell did submit an article to the newspaper regarding VCHD 
services and the article ran as an editorial in the Commerical News on May 16, 2015.   
 
 
Jenny Trimmell informed the board that Chairman Mike Marron and the County Board 
have asked that the Health Department (along with the other county departments) do 
some brainstorming to compile a strategic plan.  It was suggested that the Board of 
Health should have a separate meeting for the strategic planning session so that our 
Board could focus on the current issues of Health Department. 
 
Ms. Trimmell suggested to the Board that one of the strategic goals she sees as 
important in the next few years, is the need to add back the position of a Community 
Health Educator at VCHD.  The position is needed to address the health issues of the 
community as evidenced in part by the County Health Rankings. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding strategic planning. 
 
Items of Information: 
 
 
There have been no audits, site visits or evaluations. 
 
Jenny Trimmell informed the Board that we have only one open position.  This is the 
position that was vacated by Steve Spurlock’s retirement.  We are looking for a 
Licensed Environmental Health Practitioner (LEHP)- in- training or an LEHP I. It is 
sometimes hard to find a candidate with the required science hours.   
 
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, June 16 at 6:00 PM at the Health Department. 
 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting. 
  
Motion: Dr. Wes Bieritz 
Second: Bob Jones 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Donna J. Dunham 
Recording Secretary 
 
 
Bob Jones 
Secretary, Board of Health 


