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VERMILION COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING 

January 20, 2015 
 

6:00 PM 
 
Present:   Jason Asaad, Dr. Wes Bieritz, Carla DeAngelis, Ivadale Foster, Bob Jones, Dr. 

Holly Maes and Bill Wright. 
 
Absent: Dr. Karen Broaders, Dr. Jane Cooney, Molly Nicholson, and Connie Ostrander. 
 
Meeting was called to order by President Jason Asaad at 6:08 PM.   
 
Ivadale Foster had requested to attend the meeting by phone.  
 
A motion was made to accept Ivadale Foster into the meeting by telephone. 
 
Motion: Dr. Wes Bieritz 
Second:  Dr. Holly Maes 
Motion carried unanimously 
 
A motion was made to approve the agenda as presented. 
 
Motion: Carla DeAngelis 
Second: Bob Jones 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
A motion was made to approve the minutes of the November 18, 2014 regular meeting as 
presented. 
 
Motion: Carla DeAngelis 
Second: Dr. Wes Bieritz 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Fiscal Status 
 
Donna Dunham presented the Budget and Expenditure and Cash Flow reports for November 
2014 for SY 2014 and December 2014 for FY 2015.  Dr. Maes asked why there was 
approximately $70,000 left in salaries.  Donna Dunham explained that we had several 
vacancies for long periods of time this year and that contributed to the excess.  Also, we always 
budget about $25,000 for overtime and this year the overtime was not that significant. 
 
Although there were overages in the Registrations of Births and Deaths line and Dues/Licenses 
Fees, since we were not over in the Contractual category, the auditor is fine with it.  Since then, 
she has asked Donna Dunham to submit line item transfers from Contractual to the 
Registrations of Births and Deaths line and the Dues/Licenses Fees so the lines would not 
reflect and overage. 
 
Carla asked what the Registrations of Births and Deaths line represents.  Donna Dunham 
explained that we are required to submit to the State of Illinois $4.00 for every death certificate 
printed.  This fee is required to help support the online registration of deaths within the state.  So 
Donna Dunham explained that she has to estimate yearly the number of death certificates that 
will be printed.  This year her estimation fell short. 
She explained that we do receive part of this money back through a grant and also the state 
assesses the amount of death certificates printed yearly at the County Clerk’s office and we 



 2 

receive money from the County Clerk.  The grant and the County Clerk money equal about 
$4,000 per year. 
 
Donna Dunham explained that the year-end report was not balanced with downtown.  The final 
year end expenses were written the prior week.  So, until the County finalizes the year end 
information, there is no way to balance with downtown.   Donna Dunham suggested that the 
Board may not want to accept the final report until it has been balanced with the County. 
 
Bill Wright asked what was meant by the line entitled Transfers.  Donna Dunham explained that 
we receive a grant yearly from the Illinois EPA through the Health Department that is passed 
through to the Solid Waste Fund.  The Solid Waste Fund is not allowed to contract with the 
Illinois EPA so the Health Department signs the contract, bills the EPA and once the 
reimbursement is received, a check is written from the Health Department Fund to the Solid 
Waste Fund.  Bill asked why the Solid Waste Fund could not contract with the EPA.  Donna 
Dunham did not know the answer to that question.  Dr. Holly Maes suggested that perhaps the 
EPA only contracts with Health Departments.  It was suggested that the title on the Budget to 
Actual financials read EPA transfers.    
    
Bill Wright asked about the $229,150 deposit in December.  Donna Dunham told him that it 
included the Health Protection grant money that was paid in one lump sum of $210,643.   
 
Donna Dunham explained to the Board how the Health Department is funded.  We are funded 
by grants, fees and tax levy.  She explained that our revenues have remained the same for 
many years while expenses continue to climb.  It makes budget preparation yearly more of a 
challenge.   
 
A motion was made to table the acceptance of the Cash Flow report and Budget and 
Expenditure Reports for November 2014 and December 2014 until the March 17, 2015 meeting. 
 
Motion:  Dr. Holly Maes 
Second: Bill Wright 
 
Motion carried unanimously as follows: 
 
   Jason Asaad    Yes 
   Dr. Wes Bieritz   Yes 
   Carla DeAngelis   Yes 
   Bob Jones    Yes 

Dr. Holly Maes   Yes 
Bill Wright    Yes 

   Ivadale Foster   Yes 
 
Old Business: 
 
Jenny Trimmell updated the Board on influenza vaccinations given this year and how many 
doses we have left.  We currently have 325 doses left and have received a letter from 
GlaxoSmithKline (the manufacturer) that we can return up to 340 doses.  Jenny explained that 
while it is good that we can return the money, the loss of income really affects our bottom line.  
We budget about $40,000 from flu income per year and this budgeted amount is calculated on 
the sale of all or most of the flu vaccine being given to clients. 
 
The Board suggested that we may want to get out of the flu business.  Jenny told them that we 
evaluate yearly whether it is profitable to give the vaccinations. If we could receive all of the 
vaccine on time and we were able to give all of the doses, we could net the $40,000.   
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Jenny Trimmell updated the Board on the building renovations.  Further building renovation is 
on hold for the time being while decisions are being made by the county how to best utilize the 
building.  The heating and air conditioning is our main concern because we currently have 17 
heaters running daily within the building.  The Board was concerned about the number of 
heaters in use.   
 
Jenny reported that Building and Grounds recently moved files from other county offices into the 
Health & Ed. building.  Discussion continues at the county level how to best utilize not only the 
Health & Ed. Building but other county buildings and space.  Discussion regarding possibly 
moving Emergency Management (EMA) into the building is continuing to be explored. 
 
Bill Wright informed the Board that Building and Grounds has been going through a transition 
and it may take a while for projects to get back on track.   
 
There has been nothing new concerning Ebola lately.  Jenny reported that we have had no 
cases in Vermilion County or in the State of Illinois but we continue to monitor the situation. 
 
Ms. Trimmell handed out information on what agencies received the Obesity Grant.  She had 
reported to the Board that we were not one of the recipients and, in fact, the grant went to other 
states.  In fact, all of the recipients were Universities.  
 
New Business: 
 
Since there is a new Governor (Rauner), many in state positions have been replaced.  We have 
been informed that some people that we directly deal with will no longer be with the state.  We 
are not sure if there will be replacements hired or named or if the positions will be gone.  It 
should be an interesting and challenging year. 
 
Doug Toole updated the Board that the Geo-Thermal Wells ordinance was passed county 
approval.   The ordinance is for wells that are underground however, Vermilion County does 
have one unit that is in a body of water.  The Health & Ed Committee asked Mr. Toole to check 
how those units are handled.  Mr. Toole was advised that those in bodies of water are not 
currently regulated by the State.  The State says that only wells that seep into the ground are 
regulated. Doug Toole will be doing further investigation to see how other counties address this 
issue.   
 
Doug informed the Board that he had been appointed to an Ad Hoc committee to evaluate the 
Wind Farm Ordinance.  Some local residents near the Wind Farms have complained of health 
and sleep issues from the noise level and flickering when the turbines are on.  The committee 
was formed to discuss the current ordinance regulating the Wind Farms and propose changes 
to the ordinance(s) as necessary.  The ordinances did pass out of the Ad Hoc Committee and 
now go to the States Attorney office and to Executive committee for further review.  There was 
discussion that the ordinances are not clear on who/how the residents would report complaints 
and who would investigate and evaluate the complaints.  Concern was expressed regarding the 
Health Department being required to investigate when we do not have regulatory authority over 
these issues, nor do we have trained staff.   
 
Discussion ensued regarding the Wind Farm ordinance.   
 
Items of Information: 
 
Donna Dunham reported on the administrative audit that the Health and Human Services 
Department performed on the Health Department.  Because we had a couple of findings, Jenny 
Trimmell wrote corrective action plan.  Donna Dunham prepared the documentation that backed 
up the corrective action plan to show that we had put the plan in place and all items were 
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corrected.  All items were sent to the Auditor from the State and we have received a letter 
stating that our corrective action plan was accepted and had been implemented and there would 
be no further action required. 
 
We currently have on RN position open in our Communicable Disease department.  We had an 
employee retire on December 31, 2014.  We have advertised but have had no one interested in 
the position at this time.  The position requires two years of experience in medical/surgical.  Bill 
Wright suggested that we look into other vehicles of advertisement to see if there are some free 
advertisement agencies.  Jenny will look into this. 
 
Jason Asaad announced that our next meeting will be on Tuesday, March 17th at 6:00 PM at the 
Health Department.   
 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting. 
  
Motion: Dr. Wes Bieritz 
Second: Dr. Holly Maes 
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Donna J. Dunham 
Recording Secretary 
 
 
Bob Jones 
Secretary, Board of Health 


