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Let's assume you have a question you want to answeré so you connect  to a Business 

Analytics cube.  

For this example we will connect to the Logos General Ledger cube.  

Whether you are in excel 2010 or 2013 they both have the option for you to select a specific 

measure group.  

Excel 2010  Excel 2013  

  

    

Right now you may be asking yourself: "Self, what is this measure group thing he is talking 

about?"  

I am glad you asked yourself that question!  

There is some  ñlingo ò that may seem intimidating, but I will try to breakdown for you.  

Firstly, the Business Analytics product uses a database technology that is designed for very 

fast analysis of large dataset s.  

It does this by restructuring and pre -calculating a lot of information into a Cube.   

A Cube  consists mainly of two things which are termed as Facts  and Dimensions .  

A Fact  is just something that you want to measure in some way.  

A Dimension  is an attribute or field that can describe the measurement in some meaningful 

way.  

Therefore a Measurement Group  is just a group of related measurements.  

    

WHY YOU SHOULD SELECT A MEASURE GROUP 
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As you can see you have multiple measures available to choose in each measurement group.  

 

Wh en using Business Analytics (or any Cube) you always want to select a measure!   

When you have All  measure groups selected your list of Dimension fields is not limited in any 

way.  
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If you select a measure, General Ledger Actual Amount in this case, and then a field that is 

not related to it, Balance Sheet Journal Type , you can get strange results (possibly even 

stranger than the example below)!  

 

You can see that if you filter down to only the General Ledger  Measure Group.  
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You will only see dimensions and fields that are related to the measure you have selected.  

 

So if we want to break down General Ledger Actual Amount  by Journal Type we could 

choose the Journal Type  from the Journal  Dimension Fields.  
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As with most things there are some exceptions to this best practice.  

For example the Consumption cube for Logos Utilities has been specifically designed so that 

almost every dimension is related to every Measurement group. This means that you can 

select a lmost any Dimension field with any measure which lets you do such things as analyze 

Usage and Charges at the same time.  

As you get familiar with the cubes you may find other dimensional relationships that may offer 

you expanded insights, but to start you want to always filter to a specific measurement group.  
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If you have ever created a report using Decision Support Business Analytics and then wanted 

to print each group on a separate page this tip  is for you.  

We had a customer want to do this very thing with an employee timesheet report.  

While this is not the type of report that Business Analytics is optimized to create -  it is a 

granular level of detail without any aggregation -  the versatility is impressive.  

Example 1 
The customer created a timesheet report similar to the following exam ple.  

 

They then wanted to print this report and have a separate page printed for each employee.  

    

 

PAGE BREAK ON A  SPECIF IC F IELD WHEN PRINTING 
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In order to do this you simply have to Right Click  on one of the Employee Names (or your 

particular Field) and Choose  Field Settings .  
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On the Layout & Print  tab Check  the Insert page break after each item  checkbox.  

 

    

Now when you print, each employee will be printed on its own page. 
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Have you ever wanted to show every possible value for a given field whether there was 

something relevant to measure or not?  

The most typical example is usually a calendar where you want to show Sunday to Saturday 

even if someone only worked Monday to Wednesday, as an example.  

Assume we have pulled up the hours for a particular employee for a particular week (like 

below).  

 

You see we only have hours worked on three days of the week.  

To show the other days simply Right Click  on the pivot table and select  "Pivot Table Options" 

to bring up the options window.  

 

SHOW FIELD DESCRIPTIONS WITH NO DATA 
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On the options window select  the "Display" tab  

  

    

Check  the "Sh ow items with no data on columns" option  
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Example 2  
You could do something similar if you wanted a listing of every Org Function. Consider the 

following.  

  

Simple choose the "Show items with no data on rows" from the Display tab of the Pivot Table 

Options.  

 

Example 3 

Another example we got recently was a customer trying to list all "New" and "Move - In" utility 

accounts using the Account Balance cube.  

Seeing  as these accounts are not active it is very unlikely that they have had any Transactions 

against them yet.  

In fact, when you filter to only "New" and "Move - In" account statuses no records are returned. 

Once you show the rows with no data (Transaction Amo unt in this instance) the accounts show 

up and you can add additional properties to your report.  Give it a Try!  
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If you have you ever built a template where you decided to Show field descriptions with no 

data  (see previous Tip) i t can leave you with a template that looks like the one below.  

  

What if you did not want those to be blanks, but instead to be Zeroes?  

Then you are in luck! Read oné 

  

HOW TO F ILL  IN  BLANK MEASURE VALUES 
 

 

http://ournewworld.newworldsystems.com/Solution_Consulting/DecisionSupport/Lists/Posts/Post.aspx?ID=8
http://ournewworld.newworldsystems.com/Solution_Consulting/DecisionSupport/Lists/Posts/Post.aspx?ID=8
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Right Click on the pivot table and select Pivot Table Options  to bring up the options window.  

 

    



 

 Confidential & Proprietary 

P a g e | 15 

New World Systems Section 5 

   

On the Layout and Format tab enter a 0  for the For  empty cells show  value .  

 

Viola! You now have  a fully populated list of values.  
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Have you finally got your pivot table setup just how you want it, but every time you refresh 

your data your entire pivot table shifts and resizes on you?  

You can tell excel to go into time out and behave.  

Right click  on your pivot table and select Pivot Table Options .  

Uncheck  the Autofit column widths on update option.  

 

Now when you refresh the data your pivot table will not resize on you!  
 

Note  on word wrapping   

You can word wrap the text, but if you just specify a single column to word wrap it may 

change when you alter the pivot table. To get around this format the entire sheet  / column  to 

word wrap and it should retain the formatting.  

 

KEEP YOUR FORMATTING WHEN YOU REFRESH 
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There are times when you may want to modify your pivot table from its default compact 

layout.  

In the example below you can see I have selected 3 different Dimension Fields to breakdown 

my General Ledger Amount. You may also notice that all three of those fields are layered in 

Column A, which is the default Compact Design .  

 

       

USING TABULAR LAYOUT 
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There are instances when you want to expand each of these fields into its own unique column, 

and excel allows you to do this.  

Go to the Pivot Table Tools Design  tab. (Note the screenshot is from Excel 2013 -  Excel 

2010 is very similar)  

 

Under Report Layout choose the Show in Tabular Form  option.  
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Now each of our fields are displayed in their own unique columns (as seen below).  
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It is very common when yo u select to show your information in this view that the subtotals can 

add a level of unwanted noise. You can hide the subtotals with a few more clicks.  

Remaining on the Design  tab you want to drop down the Subtotals Options and choose Do 

Not Show Subtotal s.   
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This will give you a much cleaner Report Listing format.  

 

    

There are ways to mix and match the different Report Layout options on the same pivot table, 

such as having the Level 1 and Account Type as compact while having GL Account as tabular. 

We will cover that in a future tip .  
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Consider that you are pull ing  together all of the information from a particular cube  into a pivot 

table that you plan to use as a source for a vLookup against . Perhaps  you are instead building 

a quick data dump and trying to format it to be sent to another system for importing. In both 

of these scenarios the grouping features of the pivot table leave you with blanks that could be 

troublesome.  

Rather than manually copying and pasting you can easily have Excel do the work of fil ling in 

those empty cells for you.  

Consider this example that we saw in the Using  Tabular Layout  tip above .  

 

What would we do if we wanted all of those empty fields filled in?  

    

HOW TO REPEAT ROW LABELS 
 

 

http://ournewworld.newworldsystems.com/Solution_Consulting/DecisionSupport/Lists/Posts/Post.aspx?List=f91c0235-3a5c-42ad-9ab0-6b9c5827b99c&ID=14&Source=http%3a//ournewworld.newworldsystems.com/Solution_Consulting/DecisionSupport/Lists/Posts/AllPosts.aspx&Web=fb5a53b0-7e57-41fa-a3eb-cf0acab508f8
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All we would nee d to do is go to the  Pivot Table Tools Design  tab. (Note the screenshot is 

from Excel 2013 -  Excel 2010 is very similar)  

 

Under the Report Layout group choose Repeat All Item Labels .  
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Presto ! All of the previously empty cells that ma de up the groups are filled in for you.  
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Consider this example that we saw in the Using  Tabular Layout  tip above. However,  this 

time instead of putting each of the fields in its own column we want only the GL Account field 

in its own column while leaving Level 1 and Account Type fields in the compact  form.  

 

    

HOW TO MIX  REPORT LAYOUTS 
 

 

http://ournewworld.newworldsystems.com/Solution_Consulting/DecisionSupport/Lists/Posts/Post.aspx?ID=14
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In order to accomplish this all you would need to do is select the field directly above the one 

you want to change  -  in this case any of the Account Type Values. I selected "Asset".  

Right click the field and go to Field Settings.   
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On the Field Settings page go to the Layout & Print  tab and select the Show item labels 

in tabular form .  
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After I suppress Subtotals  (see Using Tabular Layout ) I am left with the format I wanted. 

Level 1 and Account Type are compact in column A and GL Account has been moved into its 

own tabular column.  

 

    

http://ournewworld.newworldsystems.com/Solution_Consulting/DecisionSupport/Lists/Posts/Post.aspx?ID=14
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A question came up recently which gave me the opportunity to give an example use case for a 

feature new to excel 2013.  

A customer was building a reporting template over the Annual Budgeting cube in Finance and 

wanted all of the amounts to be positive -  Revenues are typically negative in the system. 

There are valid times when you would want to report on them as negative, such as when you 

are aggregating revenues and expenses. Many times, however, when reporting at the GL 

Account level you want all of the nu mbers to be positive.  

Example of customers report  

 

In the General Ledger measure group we actually have both formats and you can find every 

amount as a positive value available in a "Reporting" folder. However, this was not the case in 

Annual Budgeting.   

Now that I have setup the situation, here comes Excel 2013 to the rescue.  

USING CALCULATED MEASURES IN  EXCEL 2013 
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Below is a simple listing of Revenue amounts by General Ledger Account where we can see all 

of the amounts are negative.  

 

 

We easily create a measure where all of the amounts are positive.  

First, go to the  PIVOTTABLE TOOLS > ANALYZE  tab and expand the dropdown for OLAP 

Tools.   

Pick the MDX Calculated Measure  option  
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This will bring up the following window for us to conf igure our new measure.  

  

1.  We want to give our new measure a name. In this case we will name it Reporting 

Actual Amount   

2.  Optionally, you can specify a folder to place your meas ure in. We will leave it empty for 

this example, but I recommend you place them in  a "Custom" folder to sepa rate them 

from standard fields, such as ñReporting Amounts ï Customò 

3.  Select the Measure Group where we want this measure to go. In this case we will select 

Annual Budgeting .  

4.  This is where we will put our formula for our measure . To make all of the amounts 

positive we will use absolute value. Enter the following formula: 
ROUND(ABS([Measures].[Actual Amount]),2)   
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You should now have your Calculated measure configured like below.  

 

    

Go ahead and Test MDX  is valid and then select OK   

You will see that our new Measure is available for use.  
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If we go ahead and add it to our pivot table we can see we have all of the amounts as positive.  

 

    

After doing a little formatting in Excel  

 

    

So you can see how this feature  may come in handy when you are trying to do things like 

forecasting and want to see what things would look like if you increased an amount by 3% or 

decreased a budget by 5%, as examples.  
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You may notice that as you build a report, every time that you add a new item to any of the 

pivot table areas (ROWS, COLUMNS, VALUES, FILTERS) Excel issues a new command to the 

server in order to update your report. If you are building a low level detail r eport you may find 

yourself waiting over and over.  

Excel has the option to  Defer Layout Update . With the option checked  you can add build out 

the report and formatting that you want without Excel constantly trying to rebuild the report 

with each change.  

  

Once you have the report in the desired configuration you can uncheck the option and refresh 

the data on the page.  

 

Hope that helps!  

DEFER LAYOUT UPDATE 
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Just a quick tip  based  on a question someone asked me.  

While building a pivot table in Excel it is very easy to add row or column banding . This is ideal  

when doing so would make your results more readable.  

Simply click somewhere in your pivot table to get the PivotTable Tools  options.  

Then select the Design  tab and you can choose either Banded Rows  or Banded Columns .  

 

    

Sample with Banded Rows   

BANDED ROWS OR COLUMNS 
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I discovered this little trick recently when I was looking at something for a customer   

I was building an aging report and using the Banding Dimension.  

 

Well this is unfortunate  because Under 30 sorted to the bottom of the list (since it is sorting by 

the text only).  

Ideally we would be handling this automatically in  the cube and  sort this in a more appropriate 

way  (which we  will do) , but I figured there was a way I cou ld do this easily within excel for the 

time being.  

Here is how to do it.  

Right click on your dimension attribute and go to the Sort  option. Choose More Sort Options .  

 

    

APPLYING ACUSTOM SORT FOR ATTRBIUTE VALUES IN  P IVOT TABLE 
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Select Manual (you can drag items to rearrange them),  and click  OK.  

 

       

The description is a little misleading as I could find no way at all to Drag and Drop the fields.  
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Instead what you need to do is select the value you wish to move ( "Under 30" ) and right click 

on it.  

Under the Move  options you can move that value in your sort list.  
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After choosing Move "Under 30" to Beginning  I had the sort I wanted.  
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I get questions occasionally on how to filter based on a measure that was added to a pivot 

table.  

Below we have a common pivot table. However, we want to limit it to only those entries with 

an actual amount >= 25,000,000.  

 

    

HOW TO F ILTER BY A MEASURE (OR VALUE) 
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To do this you need only follow a couple steps.  

First, Right Click  on an attribute. In this case I right click on "101.1012 -  Payroll Bank 

Account"  

Select Filter  followed by Value Filtersé  

Notice this is also where you can easily perform TOP X filtering  as well   

 

    

On the value filter screen you need simply select  

1.  The measure you want to filter  

2.  The logical comparison  
3.  The value to filter by  

 

    

In this case I select to show any Actual Amount that is greater than or equal to 25,000,000.  
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Now we only have the entries we wanted!  
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Questions come up  as to why the numbers in some pivot tables values  do not add up to the 

Excel aggregate total at the bottom of the sheet so I thought I would cover it here.  

The reason you can see this is because Cubes, such as those in Business Analytics, have 

intelligence built into them so that they do not double count certain items that ar e associated 

to multiple attributes based on the dimensional field you have selected.      

That description is probably not that helpful so I will cover some different examples from 

Logos and Aegis.  

Example 1 

We will start with an example from Aegis LERMS looking at Ticket counts by Officer.  

You can have multiple officers associated to a ticket, which is indeed the case in the 

screenshot below.  

In this example we have two tickets both of which had two officers associated to it.  

The cube understands we ar e still only looking at two tickets and as such shows us the Grand 

Total  of 2 Tickets.  

 

PIVOT TABLE TOTAL DOES NOT MATCH THE EXCEL ROWS TOTAL 
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The confusion comes in when you just look at this from an Officer perspective. In the 

screenshot below we are still looking at the exact same two tickets, but at an officer level. It is 

both true that each officer was responsible for two tickets and that there was only a total of 

two tickets as the pivot table shows us. However, obviously if you highlight the ticket count for 

both officers excel will tell you that it sums up to 4 and not 2, because it is just doing the math 

and does not understand the context that the cube does.  
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Example 2 
Another common area where you can see this is with User Defined Fields. Since we cannot 

control how many user Defined Fie lds a customer may assign to a particular entity.  

In the example below we can see for a particular permit the customer has associated 7 

different UDFs. For Each UDF it will show us the transaction amount for the permit. Again the 

Total Permit Transaction Amount did not change from $185 just because the permit is 

associated to 7 different UDF values.  
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Example 3 
Lastly, I will show the situation  with  an example of  Utility Usages Charges.  

In the screenshot below we  see a  detail level look at the usage and charges for accounts and 

meters for a particular utility bill. You will notice in this screenshot the Billed Consumption  

values do indeed total up to the value excel shows in the status bar. This makes sense 

because cons umption is a direct relationship to the meter.  
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However, we can clearly see that the Bill Amount  does not total up to the value in the status 

bar  below . This is because the meters could have the same rates on them or have their 

consumption may have been consolidated before running through the rates which would mean 

that some of the charges we see are associated to both of the meters. At the meter level t hose 

charges are displayed to us for each meter.  

 

In the sample above  the true Total Bill Amount for Account 800045 -001 for this bill is 

$76,137.76 and not the sum of the Bill Amounts associated to each meter.  

The cube understands that the Total Bill Amount is not necessarily the sum of the charges 

displayed for each meter and since some portion of those charges are associated to multiple 

meters it should not double count them. This is why the status bar may be different than the 

total showed in the cube.  
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Though not the ideal use of Business Analytics there are times when a detail listing or report is 

needed. When this is the case the use of Property fields can save you a lot of time and 

headache.  

These types of reports typically have a lot of columns added to them and if you have tried to 

add 6 or more ROWS (see below)  to a pivot table you may have noticed that the performance 

can  go downhill rather quickly. This is because behind the scenes whatever VALUES  you have 

selected have to be aggregated by every single item in the ROWS  and COLUMNS  and 

subtotals have to be determined for each. Depending on the amount of data you are 

reques ting this could be a resource intensive process.  

  

You could add 10 fields as ROWS  and then format  the pivot table to Tabular layout  and 

suppress subtotals  (see previous tip) , but that formatting occurs after all of the work has 

occurred so it will not h elp you with performance.  

A better way might be to add the fields as properties.  

Properties are only available on the Dimension's Key Field, and for Dimensions where 

properties are available we have added a Property Folder. In most cases we made the 

default field in the dimension the Property field, as seen below.  

  

SHOWING PROPERTIES IN  P IVOT TABLES 
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However, there cases when it did not make sense to make the Property fields the default field 

and we will take a slight detour for a moment to try and explain why.  

 

The above is usually  done when the Dimension Key is a compound of other items. In the case 

above the employee and the job, or perhaps in Unit Log where it is the Unit and a Timestamp, 

but we have a narrative attached.  

We like to make the Default fields something the user wou ld normally select, such as Job 

Title .  

 

    

However, if we used the dimension key,  Employee Job  in this instance, the user would see 

certain jobs repeated over and over because different employees could have help the job at 

different times. Remember it is actually a key for every record.  
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Back to Propertiesé  

By selecting the field in the Prop erty Folder (the Dimension Key) you get additional 

functionality.  

By Right Clicking on the Field in your pivot table you can select to Show Properties in 

Report and then you can select the Fields you want to add.  
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These will just be added w ithout any grouping or aggregation.  

 

Additionally, if you hover over Property fields you will see every field and value for the 

Dimension  
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A couple things to note:  

1.  Properties, when added, only appear in Alphabetical order.  

Within Logos many dimensions have a Detail folder. These fields should probably be selected 

via the Properties unless there is a specific reason not to as we have determined most of the 

fields in this folder have little use for analysis, but may have significant use for rep orting.  
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This is an excerpt from series of articles written on improving operational performance for Law 

Enforcement using Business Analytics.  

It is common to want to analyze your  data over time so that you  can easily understand how 

you  are doing in managing towards your  goals, and make course corrections as necessary.  

For the next few posts consider that you are a Police Chief and want to understand how the 

current crime incidents compare to other meaningf ul metrics.  

For simple scenarios you can look at operational improvements over time using simple excel 

formulas.  

For example if we just want to compare incidents from this year to last year to see how much 

improvement we are making for our identified inc ident types.  

  

These numbers look pretty good! All of our incident types are down.  

But wait a minute it is only July of this year which means there are still 5 more months of 

crime that will happen. So this measurement is not really ideal for what I am looking for.  

What I really need to compare is the crime numbers as of July 15th of 2014 to the crime 

numbers of July 15th for 2013.  

To solve this problem what we may  have to do is build out two different pivot tables and link 

the results together.  

USING VLOOKUP TO ANSWER QUESTIONS 
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Pivo t Table Number 1 we will filter to all records in 2014 that are before July 15th.  
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For Pivot Table 2 we will do the same thing for 2013 by filtering to all dates on or before July 

15th.  

  

Now I can create a sample report that pulls the values I want from each pivot table using a 

VLOOKUP  and then calculate my YTD performance metric.  

First determine what information is important to you .  

 

In our case specific incident types for YTD 2013 and  2014 are what interest us.  

We will proceed to  get our information using a VLOOKUP .  
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A VLOOKUP  wants 4 pieces of information as displayed by the function.  

 

Typically I would put the customer table on a separate sheet from my pivot data, but for thi s 

example I put them on the same sheet to illustrate the usage.  

Looking at the example below   

We specify to lookup the column G4 which is "Accident".  

We then specify the Table Array to go and get our 2013 incidents from which is D5 to E10. 

Because I want  to copy and paste this formula down and my table range is not going to 

change I lock the range using the $ giving me $E$5 to $E$10.  

Then we specify that the value we want to get from the table range  is in the 2nd column.  

Finally we want to match exactly on our lookup value "Accident".  

 

After copying the formula down it fills in for all of my values.  

The only difference in getting 2014 values is selecting a different lookup range ($A$5 to 

$B$10).  
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Now we can add a colum n to determine our performance improvement which is typically 

(Current Value -  Previous Value) / Previous Value.  

 

    

If we wanted we could then do conditional formatting on our improvement to display as red 

when it is increasing (positive number) or gre en is it is decreasing (negative number).  
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Using these techniques we can build templates that can provide pretty impressive operational 

analysis similar to the one below.  

 

Obviously this can require some significant work to build the template , and the certain date 

filters may have to be changed from time to time. However, there are things that can be used 

to help with this, such as slicers or custom measures in Excel 2013 (see previous tip).  

Additionally, if we understand what is common practice across t he majority of customers we 

can bake these types of measures into  the cubes to make this type of analysis much easier.   
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Slicers were introduced in Excel 2010 and allow users the flexibility to link the filtering of many 

pivot tables together. This can be quite powerful if you have many different views of the same 

data and you want to see them all changed the same way when one is changed.  

For example perhaps you have 3 different pivot tables each looking at inspections for a 

particular time period and you want to quickly change all of them from this week to last week.  

 

Consider that we have two views of expenses:  

Our first view is TOP 10 GL Accounts by expenses for 2013.  

 

SLICERS CAN MAKE YOUR L IFE EASIER 
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Our second view is Expenses by Q uarter by Organization Function for 2013.  

 

 

Which we turn into a chart.  
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We can see that these pivot table share some filters in common. Namely Account Type  and 

Fiscal Year . This makes them prime candidates for a Slicer .  

 

Now what if instead of seeing i nformation for 2013 we wanted to see 2012. Right now we 

would have to change the filter on both pivot tables.  

Instead letôs add a slicer. 

 

Click on one of your pivot tables and then under the PIVOTTABLE TOOLS area select 

ANALYZE  and you will see the Insert  Slicer  option.  

Clicking on it will bring up the Insert Slicer Window where it wants to know what dimension 

attribute(s) you want to create slicers for.  

You can limit the list by selecting the appropriate Show Fields related to : option.  
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Scroll down to GL Date  and under the Fiscal Date folder check Fiscal Year , and click OK .  

 

 

It will add a slicer.  
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Go ahead and select ñFiscal Calendar 2012ò in the slicer. 

I know what you are thinking. ñWait a minute. It only changed one of my pivot tables!ò 

 

We can h ook it to the other pivot table by Right Clicking on the Slicer and selecting Report 

Connections .  
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It will bring up a list of the available pivot tables that you can use the slicer on.  

 

 

Note: above it shows the default names Excel assigned when I creat ed the pivot table. 

You can rename your pivot tables so it is easier to identify them by Right Clicking on 

the pivot table and choosing Pivot Table Options.  

 

Check the box Next to the second Pivot Table and select OK . 

 

Now the slicer is tied to both pivot tables and the chart. If you pick different dates in 

the slicer it changes the data for each of them.  

 

Example for Fiscal Calendar 2010  
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Example for Fiscal Calendar 2012  

 

Another nice thing about the slicers is that you can cut them off of a page and paste them 

onto another page, just like you can do with charts.  

 

Quite often I will create a Configuration Tab in my workbooks where I will paste all of my 

slicers to in addition to any hard coded goals, forecast percentages, or other user configurable 

val ues.  
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Excel allows you to create custom groupings on the fly. This can be very beneficial when you 

want to aggregate or analyze information at a higher level than the data you have available in 

the system.  

 

For example, below we have a very simple pivot table from the HR Payroll cube containing 

total Hours Worked  by Hours Code .  

 

We can see here that maybe you would like to group this 

information up in a special way.  

For example.  

 

Perhaps we want ñOT Hò, ñOT Sò, ñP OTò, and ñF OTò all grouped 

together as ñOvertimeò and we want ñVAC Hò and ñVAC Sò 

grouped together as ñVacationò 

 

Excel allows us to do this  

 

 

CREATING CUSTOM GROUPS IN P IVOT TABLES 
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Highlight the items you want to group together, in this case ñOT Hò, ñOT Sò, ñP OTò, and ñF 

OTò. Right Click on the pivot table and select Group .  
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You can see that excel put all of those items into a Group called Group 1  and  everything else 

into a group called Other .  

 

Rename ñGroup 1ò to ñOvertimeò. 
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You can Repeat the grouping process for Vac ation codes, and standard codes etc.  
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Right Click  on a group name and select Expand / Collapse . Choose Collapse Entire Field .  

 

 

This leaves you with summaries broken down the way you wanted.  
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Now you could break this information down in different ways, such as by Department.  

 

We have seen customers use this to group rate codes in utilities and more.  

 

It is important to note that these grouping allow a lot of flexibility, but they have a high 

performance cost. The server and client have to perform a lot of work to perform these 

grouping.  

 

If you find that you need to create these custom groupings often it may be that we need to 

allow a way within the software to define these grouping for reporting and analysis if there is a 

common need.  
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Power Query is a Self Service BI tool in Microsoftôs Business Intelligence product suite. It 

allows advanced users and domain experts to gather, cleanup, and transform many different 

types of data sources (databases, websites, excel files, text files, etc) on the fly for business 

use.  

Below I will show one example of using an XML data source created from exporting a Logos 

SSRS report.  

When you have a report that has expand / collapse abilities SSRS does not export the 

information to Excel or CSV very gracefully (usually).  

 

 

We can see Account 010080 -008 has deposits for three types and you can expand out each 

line for transaction details.  

However, if we export this to Excel or CSV it will repeat. The Account / Deposit Summary 

information for each detail.  

  

POWER QUERY OVER SSRS WITH EXPAND/  COLLAPSE EXPORTED 

AS XML 
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Since exporting  SSRS reports to excel or CSV does not work well when the report has expand / 

collapse abilities I wanted to explore ways we could get the information we wanted just using 

the report output.  

We actually have a lot of options to get the information aggrega ted up to the account level.  

We could use the CSV export and manually cleanup the Excel Worksheet which would involve 

only keeping the detail information, transforming certain transaction type amounts, such as 

refunds, to be a negative amount, and then tu rning it into a pivot table. This is not actually too 

difficult, but you would have to explore the data to make sure you have addressed all possible 

transaction types appropriately (as an example).  

I figured Microsoft Excel's Power BI Tools could help her e. Specifically Power Query which is an 

add -on for Excel 2013.  

Power Query is the Data Exploration and Data Cleanup / Transformation tool within Excel. I 

have used it for many things when I have very unfriendly Excel data.  

Since we do not care about the details here and just an account level view we could either  

1.  Ignore the repeated header information and Pivot the Details (I will show how to pivot 

the data using Power Query in a future post) this has some of the same perils as the 

manual cleanup above.  

2.  Or we can try to ignore the detail level information all together -  which is what I will 

show today.  

To accomplish this I started by exporting the report as XML.  

  


















